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REVIEW 
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MILITARY  OPERATIONS 


I  N 


NORTH  AMERICA,  dec* 


My  Lord, 


HHSH  ESTEEM  myftlf  highly  honoured,  when  you  introduce 
|gg  requeft  of  me,  a  full  account  of  the  rife,  progrels,  tion. 

I  gg  and  prefent  (late,  of  the  military  operations  in 
gg  North  America  ;  with  a  juft  delineation  of  the 
charaders  of  the  principal  agents  in  our  political 
affairs.  Indeed,  my  Lord,  you  impofe  a  tafle  that 
ill  require  a  Volume,  rather  than  a  Letter.  As  your  Lordfhip’s 
Tire,  however,  fhall  always  carry  with  me  the  force  of  a  com- 
,and,  I  will  engage  in  it  with  the  utmoft  chearfulnefs.  Forgive 
ie,  my  Lord,  for  faying  I  have  a  Hill  ftronger  motive  for  cona- 
•'fmg  thefe  fheets,  than  a  mere  compliance  with  your  Lorcdhip’s 
qutft  |  to  which  I  would  ever  piy  the  profound*  ft  regard, 

^  hen  l  re  fled  upon  your  eminent  fLtion  — —  vour  excelling  abi¬ 
des  —  ■  your  warm  and  adive*  z  ah  for  the  imereft  ana  welfare 
f  the  B* itifli  Colonies  •,  I  am  p*otrqted  by  an  unfeigned^dtTire 
I  ferving  my  country  •  and  fitting  before  vour  Lortllhi  -  s  eyes 
'ruth,  in  her  plain  undilguilcd  habiliments  :  I  would  flrip 
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her  of  all  that  delufive  colouring,  with  which  fhc  hath  been  art- 
uily  vamilhed*  by  letter-writers  from  this  part  of  the  world  5 
either  to  fubferve  f© me  mean  finifter  party  defign,  or  to  promote 
the  views  of  fome  afpiring  and  ambitious  minds.  Candour  and 
integrity  mall  therefore  guide  my  pen  ;  and  amidft  the  variety 
wan  which  it  is  my  purpofe  to  prefent  your  Lordfhip*  it  lhall 
be  my  faced  endeavour,  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge^  to  attach 
mvielf  to  the  flrideft  — —  the  mod  impartial  verity. 

ooZILT  1  HE  A™crican  colonies,  I  fpeak  it  with  fubmifiion,  my  Lord, 
too  long  Yere  onS  negleded  by  their  mother  country  1  tho?  loudly 
neglefted  landing  her  patronage  and  afliftance.  Thofe,  on  the  contF 
tho’ofge-  nent,  require  htr  peculiar  notice  :  They  may  be  made  an  inex- 

Dortan!?T *  h*U!hb'e  maSazine  of  wealth  ;  and  if  fufferedto  fall  into  the  hands 
5  o.  the  French,  iuch  will  be  the  accefTion  to  their  already  extended 

commerce  and  marine  ftrength,  that  Great  Britain  muft  not  only 
iofe  her  former  lufire,  but,  dreadful  even  in  thought  !  ceafe  to  be 
^ny  longer  an  independent  power.  Nay,  fhould  every  other 
fcheme  fail,  the  fuccefs  of  this  will  inevitably  aceomplifh  the  long- 
projected  defign  of  that  afpiring  nation,  for  fetting  up  an  Uni« 
venal  Monarchy  ;  for,  if  France  rule  the  ocean,  her  refources 
will  enable  her  to  fuhjedt  all  Europe  to  her  defpotic  fway.  But 
iu  .5  onntctflary  to  offer  any  arguments  in  lupport  of  a  propoll** 
r:on,  of  which  the  Public  feems  to  remain  no  longer  infenfible. 

Happy  (crus,  had  thefe  Sentiments  prevailed  earlier,  and  been 
more  frequently  inculcated  / 

JmWefoJ  ,The  imPorunce  ot  the  colonies,  my  Lord,  was  too  little  con- 
the  1  ed'uc-  fi.Jfred.  tll!  'he  rommenc-  merit  of  the  laft  war  The  reduction 
ti.  a  of  cd  C  tpe  Breton  by  the  people  of  New  England,  was  an  acquifition 
Loukburg.  fo  unexpected  and  fortunate,  that  America  became,  on  that  re¬ 
markable  event,  a  more  general  topic  of  convention.  Mr.  Shir- 
]<  y,  the  governor  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay,  was  the  principal 
proje&or  of  that  glorious  enterprize  ;  An  enterprize,  w  hich  re¬ 
duced  to  the  obedience  of  iiis  Biitannick  Msjefty,  the  Dunkirk 
'  jf  North  America.  Of  fuch  confi  quence  to  the  French,  wiS  the 
poffeflion  ot  that  important  key  to  their  American  fetth  ments, 
that  its  reftitution  was,  in  reality,  the  purchafe  of  the  laft  general 
Peace  in  Europe. 


Character 
vf  Gov, 
Shirley, 


O y  all  our  plantation  Governors,  my  Lord,  Mr.  Shirley  is 
molt  dillinguifhed  for  his  Angular  abilities.  He  was  Dorn  in  Lr.g- 

land? 


V. 
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land,  and  bred  up  to  the  Law,  at  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court; 

In  that  profeffion  he  atterwards  pradtifed,  for  feveral  years,  in 
the  Muiidchufetcs  Bay  and,  in  1741,  was  advanced  by  his  Ma- 
jelty  to  the  fupreme  command  of  that  colony.  He  is  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  of  great  political  fagacity,  deep  penetration,  and  indefati- 
gaole  indullry.  With  refpedt  to  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  his 
adminiftration,  he  can  boaft  the  univerfal  fuffrage  of  a  wife,  free, 
j:  alous,  and  moral  people.  Tho*  not  bred  to  arms^  he  is  emi¬ 
nently  pofleffed  of  thefe  important  military  virtues - An  ex¬ 
tent  of  capacity  to  form  and  execute  great  dsfigns  .  - pro¬ 
found  fecrefy  ; - love  of  regularity  and  difeipline  ;  -  a  fru¬ 

gal  and  laborious  manner  of  living  ;  with  the  art  of  conciliating 
the  affedtions  •,  -  a  talent  which  Hannibal  admired  in  Pyrrhus, 

above  all  the  reft  of  his  martial  accomplifhments.  In  the  firft 
of  thefe  great  qualities,  Mr.  Shirley  is  univerfally  acknowledged 
to  fhine  :  and  it  is,  in  reality,  more  eftimable,  than  all  other 
military  endowments  without  it  ;  confifting,  to  ufe  the  words 
of  that  difeerning  hiftorian  Mr.  Rollin,  “  in  having  great  views  $ 

*t  in  < forming  p'ans  at  a  difiance  ;  tn  propojing  a  defign ,  jrom 
«*  which  the  author  never  departs  ;  in  concerting  all  the  mea- 
“  Jures  necejfary  lor  its  Juccefs  •,  in  knowing  how  to  Jeize  the 
favourable  moments  of  occafion ,  which  are  rapid  in  their 
**  ccurfe,  and  never  return  ;  to  make  even  fudden  and  unferefeen 
**  accidents  fubfervienl  to  a  plan  •,  in  a  word,  to  be  upon  the 
««-  watch  againfi  every  thing,  without  being  perplexed  and  dif¬ 
ee  concerted  by  any  event.  ”  But,  whether  it  arifes  from  his 
being  fo  far  advanced  in-  years,  or  from  his  conft'uutional  dif- 
pofition  and  make,  he  has  not,  in  my  opinion,  that  adiivity 
and  alertnefs  lo  conducive  to  warlike  expedition  ;  and  on  which 
the  fuccefs  of  an  enterprize  fre  qu<  ntly  depends.  This  was  one 
of  the  charadteriilics  of  Braddock  .  a  commander,  vigorous  1 

in  ex-cuting,  as  Mr.  Shirty,  judicious  in  contriving  a  plan -  t 

fed  non  omnia  pnffumus  omnes  - and  *tis  eafier,  my  Lord,  to 

find  atfive  hair  s,  than  able  heads-  No  man  perhaps  in  the  Kpattm- 
mtion,  has  beftowed  more  attention,  upon  the  ftate  ot  the  co-  tiontoco- 
lonies  in  general  :  and  having  their  iotereft  fincerely  at  heatt,  J  “V 
he  has  been  perpetually  conceiting  expedients,  advancive  of  their  1  * 
profperirv,  and  to  che>  k  the  views  of  an  all-grafping  Mo¬ 
narch.  Upon  the  reduction  of  Louifbargh,  he  earned ly  rtcom* 

mended  to  his  Majefty’s  niinifter*  the  demolition  of  that  for- 

•  '  '  J  0  ”  "  trefsjj. 


I'  reward 
ed  vi  jch  a 
re^iirien- , 
and  fent 
•comm  (T <» 
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tr(fs,  and  an  fxptditior  agaii  ft  the  French  fettlements  in  Ca¬ 
nada.  1  he  1  talons  why  hr  iuccceded  in  neither  of  tin-fe  pro- 
pi'lals,  1  cannot  take  upon  -n  e  to  afftgn.  His  M.j  liy,  how¬ 
ever,  lenfible  of  his  fet vices,  gave  hint  a  regiment  in  1746  . 
and  upon  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  of  Aix-!a-l  hapelle,  fent 
him  as  one  of  the  Britilh  commiflaries  to  Pads,  for  fettling  the 
ry  to raris  controverted  limips  between  the  two  Crowns  in  America. 

midft  all  the  l^endors  and  delicacies  ol  Verfailiies,  he  forgot 
neither  Our  intertfl,  nor  His  duty.  As  a  proof  of  his  inte¬ 
grity  and  diligence,  during  that  fruitlefs  tmbaffy,  one  need 
only  perufe  thefe  judicious  and  laborious  memorials,  in  fupport 
of  his  Majefty’s  right  to  Nova  Scotia,  which  were  principally 
framed  by  him  ;  and  lately  publifhed  by  ©rder  of  the  Lords 
of  1  rade,  as  a  full  exhibit  of  our  title  to  that  part  of  A- 
merica.  When  no  facisfadion  could,  in  this  way,  be  obtained 
irom  the  Court  of  France  ;  which  was  artfully  endeavouring 
to  fpin  out  the  negotiation,  and  at  the  fame  time  fortifying 
the  places  in  queflion,  as  well  as  making  new  acquifitions  j 
the  Britilh  commiflaries  rttirtd  frem  the  French  Court,  and 
Mr.  Shirley  relumed  his  government  in  New-England  in*  Au- 
1753- 


The  French,  jealous  of  the  growth  of  the  Englifh  colonies* 
were  now  meditating  all  poffible  arts  to  diftrefs  them,  and  ex¬ 
tend  the  limits  of  their  own  lrontier.  The  marquis  Du  Quefre* 
an  enterprizing  genius,  was  at  this  time  invtlled  with  the  fu- 
preme  command  of  New  France.  Our  provinces  were  quick¬ 
ly  alarmed  by  the  French  fettlements,  which  he  this  year  be¬ 
gan  on  the  banks- of  the  Ohio.  Virginia,  appearing  more  im- 
MefT-peto  mediately  concerned,  Mr.  Dinwiddie  *  wrote,  on  the  31ft  of 
the  com-  Odober,  to  the  commandant  of  the  French  forces  there,  com- 
Uiandanr,  p]ajning  0f  fundry  late  hofiilities  :  and  defiring  to  know,  by 
what  authority  an  armed  force  had  marched  from  Canada,  and 
•  invaded  a  territory  indubitably  the  right  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jtfly.  Major  Wafhington,  a  gentleman  of  whom  I  fhall  have 
occafion  in  the  fequel  to  make  honourable  mention,  was  the 
bearer  of  this  letter.  He  returned  with  an  anfwer  from  Monf, 
Legardcur  De  St.  Pierre,  dated  at  the  fort  on  Beef  River, 

r 

,,  *  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Virginia* 

* 
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1753' 
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15  December,  1753;  of  which  the  following  is  an  exa£l  transition  : 
44  As  I  have  the  honour  to  command  here  in  chief ,  Mr.  fVcfijington 
44  delivered  me  the  letter ,  which  feu  directed  to  the  commandant  of 
44  the  French  troops .  I  jhould  have  been  pleafed  if  you  had  given 
44  him  orders,  or  if  he  him f elf  had  been  difpofed ,  to  vifit  Canada  and 
44  our  general  ;  whom,  rather  than  to  me,  it  properly  appertains 
44  to  dttncnfirate  the  reality  ef  the  King  my  wafer's  right c  /##<& 
44  fitmted  along  the  Ohio,  and  to  aijpute  the  pnterfions  of  the  King 
44  of  Great  Britain  in  that  refpeCl. 

44  I  fhall  immediately  forward  your  letter  to  Monf.  Le  Marquis 
44  Du  Quefne.  His  anfwer  will  be  a  law  to  me  :  and  if  he  directs 
44  me  to  communicate  it  to  you ,  1  a ffure  you.  Sir ,  l fhall  negleCl 
44  nothing  that  may  be  necejfary  to  convey  it  to  you  with  expedition. 

44  As  to  the  requiftlion  you  make  ( that  I  retire  with  the  troops 
44  under  my  command)  I  cannot  believe  my f elf  under  any  obligation  to 
44  fubmit  to  it.  I  am  here ,  in  virtue  of  my  general' s  orders  ;  and  I 
44  beg.  Sir,  you  would  not  doubt  a  moment  of  my  fixed  ref  elution  to 
44  conform  to  them,  with  all  the  exactitude  and Jleadinefs  that  might 
44  be  expected  from  a  better  officer. 

44  I  do  not  know  that,  in  the  ccurfe  of  this  campaign,  any  thing 
44  has  paffed  that  can  be  efteemed  an  a  Cl  of  hoflility,  or  contrary  to 
44  the  treaties  fulfilling  between  the  two  Crowns  \  the  continuation 
44  of  which  is  as  interefling  and  pleafing  to  us,  as  it  can  be  to  the 
44  Englifh .  If  it  had  b  en  agreeable  to  you.  Sir,  in  this  refpeCl,  to 
44  have  made  a  particular  detail  of  the  fads  which  oc caftan  ycur  com - 
44  plaint,  Ifhould  have  had  the  honour  of  art fwtring  you  in  the  mofi 
44  explicit  manner  \  and  I  am  perfuaded you  would  have  had  reajon 
44  to  be  Jatisfi:d, 

44  I  have  taken  particular  care  to  receive  Mr.  JVafhington ,  with 
44  all  the  diftinCiion  tuitable  to  your  dignity,  and  to  his  quality  and 
41  great  merit .  1  flatter  my f elf  that  he  will  do  me  this  jufiice,  and 

44  join  with  me  in  teflifying  the  profound  refpeCl  with  which  I  am 9 

,  •  « 

44  SIR , 

44  Your  mefi  humble  and 
44  mefi  obedient  Servant, 

44  Legardeur  De  St,  Pierre .  99 
B  1  On 
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I754*  .  O*  the  receipt  cf  this  refolute  anfwer,  Mr.  Dinwiddle  made 
vQ^,  inftant  complaint  to  the  Court  of  Gieat  Britain  ;  and  by  alarming 
apply  for  'peechts  laboured  to  rouse  the  Virginians  into  a  vigorous  op pc fit 
aid  to  the  tion.  He  wrote  alfo  to  the  neighbouring  governors,  importuning 
colonies,  the  aid  of  the  other  colonies,  for  repelling  the  invafion,  and 
eroding  a  tort  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Monongahela. 
An  immediate  junction  in  fuch  meafures  became  abfo  utely  r«  quifite 
for  our  common  fecurity.  But  the  colonies,  alas !  were  lur  k  into 
a  profound  lethergy  and,  refigned  to  flupidity  and  flumbrring, 
appeared  infenfible  of  the  tho  atning  danger.  They  contemned 
the  power  of  Canada  ;  confided  in  the  number  of  their  inhabitants;, 
inattentive  were  they  to  the  inconveniences  of  an  endlefs  frontier  • 
and  in  Ihort  intirely  unacquainted  with  the  fituation  of  the  inland 
country.  The  waters  of  the  Ohio,  before  this  period,  were  fcarce 
known,  fave  to  a  few  Indian  traders  ;  and  the  generality  deemed 
thofe  French  Fttlements  too  remote  to  be  the  objtft  of  dread,  and 
Jut  they  a  matter  of  infignificant  moment.  Accordingly,  when  application 
generally  was  mac)e  for  iUCcours  to  Virginia,  conformable  to  directions  from 
them-  l^e  miniftry,  fome  of  our  provincial  Afiemblies,  particularly  thofe 
feives.-  of  Penfylvania  *  and  New-  York  **,  feenaed  even  to  queftion  his 
Majefly’s  title  to  the  lands  ufurped  by,  the  French.  Others,  to 
avoid  their  fhare  in  the  burden,  framed  the  moft  trifling  txcufes. 
New  York,  however,  voted  5000  1.  currency  in  aid  of  Virginia 
which,  considering  her  own  fituation,  and  approaching  diftrefs9, 
was  no  ungenerous  contribution,. 

*  “  You  would  not  admit,  that  the  French  encroachments  and  forrifi- 
“  cations  on  thtOhio  were  within  oui  limits,  or  his  Majefty ’s  domi- 
*'  nions,  thereby  leeking  an  excufe  to  avoid  doing  what  was  ie«uj« 
■“  red  of  you.’’,' 

,  Gov.  Vorris’s  mrflage  to  the  affmbly 

of  Pcnfjlvania,  iz  Nov  1755. 

•*-“  Jf  appears,  by  other  papers  your  honour  has  been  y  leafed  to  cem- 
municace  to  us,  that  the  Fiencli  have  built  a  fort  at  a  place  cafed 
the  Fiench  Creek,  at  a  coniiderable  diflance  frt  m  the  nvi  r  Ohio, 
“  which  may,  but  does  not  by  any  evidence  or  int<  imation  appeal  to 
us  to  be  an  invafion  of  any  of  his  Majefty’s  colonies.  ” 

Addrefs  of  the  genera'  r  lFmbly  to  Lieut,  Gey, 
Etp  Lancey,  tj  Apjil,  1  7  J4. 


Ti  hi. 
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The  Virginians  neverthelefs  proceeded  in  their  refolution  of 
marching  a  body  of  troops  to  the  proteftion  of  their  frontiers : 
and  palled  an  ad  in  February  1754,  for  raifing  10,000  1.  and 
300  men.  The  command  was  given  to  Col.  Wafhington,  a 
young  gentleman  of  great  bravery  and  diftinguifhed  merit. 
By  his  Majeity’s  direction,  two  of  the  regular  independent 
companies  of  foot  at  New-York,  were  ordered  to  the  frontier 
of  that  dominion.  They  imbarked  for  Virginia  on  board  the 
Centaur  man  of  war  ;  which  unfortunately  did  not  fail  (from 
thence  till  the  middle  of  June,  and  carried  the  money  before 
mentioned  to  the  affiftance  of  that  colony. 

Col.  Washington  began  his  march,  at  the  head  of  his  lit¬ 
tle  army,  about  the  ift  of  May.  On  the  28th  he  had  a  lkir- 
mi(h  with  the  enemy,  of  whom  ten  were  flain,  and  about  twenty 
made  prifoners.  But  this  publick-fpirited  officer  foon  experi¬ 
enced  a  reverfe  of  fortune.  Waiting  for  further  reinforce¬ 
ments,  he  was  alarmed  with  an  account,  that  900  French  and 
200  Indians  were  advancing  from  the  Ohio  j  who  accordingly 
in  two  days  after  +  came  up,  and  an  engagement  immediate¬ 
ly  enfued.  Our  troops  were  but  a  handful  compared  to  the 
number  of  the  enemy,  confiding  only  of  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  effedive  men.  After  a  vigorous  refiftance  for  three  hours, 
in  which  it  was  faid  near  two  hundred  of  the  French  and  their 
Indian  allies  were  /lain  ;  Col.  Wafhington,  obferving  the  great 
fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  who  now  began  to  hemm  him  in  on 
all  quarters,  found  himfelf  under  an  abfolute  needfity  of  fub- 
mitting  to  the  difagreeable  terms  that  were  offered  him  *. 

B  2  In 


•{- The  third  of  July.  .  . 

*  The  tei  ms  of  cspitulAtioii  granted  by  Monf*  He  Villi  cr^  captain  And 
commander  of  the  Infantry  of  his  JVoJl  Chriflian  hi oyrjly ,  to  thofe 
Enqhjb  troops  aflually  in  Fort  NeCcffiuy ,  which  is  built  on  the  land 
of  the  king's  dominions. 

At  our  intentions  have  never  been  to  trouble  the  peace  and  harmony  which 
reu*ns  between  the  tv^  princes  Li  amity,  but  only  to  revenge  tb  aU 
i  affiliation  which  has  been  ck.e  cn  one  of  our  officers,  bearer  of  a  Latin, 
•ds  appears  by  bis  writing  }  as  alfo  to  hinder  any  cflablifhment  on  the 
lands  in  the  dominions  cf  the  king  my  mailer  jupon  the fe  conlide latjons, 
we  aie  willing  to  grant  protection  and  favour  to  a i  1  the  hnghin  n  t 
arc  in  the  faid  fort,  upon  the  conditions  hereafter  ment^cljCLE  v 
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Who  hid 
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But  wis 
afterward 
fubdued 
by  numn 
bers.' 


(  12  ) 

Tm  this  mR ion  we  had  thirty  killed  and  fifty  wounded.  The 

,'nch  were  oble.vrd  to  be  a f fitted  by  a  confiderable  number 

ct  I:K,uns>  who  had  been  long  in  the  Englifh  alliance  :  Not 

3f  u  e°  vTem  Wrre  knoWn  tobe  I)dawares,  Shawanefe,  and 
ot  the  oix  Nations  +  .  On  the  furrender  of  our  camp,  they  fell 


ARTICLE  I. 

* 

)  ‘ 

^  e  £ran?  tlie  Englifh  commander,  to  retire  with  all  his  garrifen,  and 
to  return  peaceably  into  his  own  country  ;  and  promife  to  hinder 
*PCeivlr,S  a,,v  -nfalts  Trow  us  French,  and  to  reftriin,  as  much 
as  (hail  be  jn  our  power,  the  favages  that  are  with  us 

ARTICLE  II. 

That  the  Engl  fh  be  permitted  to  march  out,  and  carry  every  thing 
with  them,  except  the  artillery,  which  we  keep. 

ARTICLE  III. 

That  we  will  allow  the  Englifh  ail  the  honours  of  war;  and  that 
they  fhall  ma'ch  out  with  diums  bearing,  and  with  a  Swivel  gun  « 
that  we  are  willing  to  fh:w  that  we  treat  them  as  friends. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

That  as  foon  as  the  articles  a^c  figned  by  both  parties,  they  flrike 
the  Englifh  colours. 

ARTICLE  V. 

That  to-morrow,  at  break  cf  dry,  a  detachment  of  the  French  fhall 
niake  the  gami  n  file  iff  and  take  pcfTefliun  ot  the  fort  .*  r\i-d  «s 
the  Englifh  have  a  tew  hoiks  cr  oxen,  they  are  liee  to  hide  meir 
cfkch,  and  come  and  Larch  for  them  when  they  have  met  fhrir  hoif  s; 
And  that  they  may  for  this  end  nave  guardians,  in  whar  manner 
they  pleafe,  upon  condition  that  they  win  give  their  word  ot  honour, 
not  to  work  upon  any  building  in  tnis  place,  or  in  any  pat 
this  fije  the  mountains,  dur-ng  a  year,  to  be  accounted  from  this 
day.  And  as  th*  Erghlh  lia-'c  now  in  theT  p  w-<  an  officer,  two 
Cidtis,  and  moft  of  the  prilcneis  nud*  in  the  *(Ti  filiation  r.f  Sieur 
Defamonville,  that  they  prcmilc  lu  hod  them  back  iu  rne  Fort  D* 
Du  Qucfne,  fuuate  on  the  Fine  Ru>er  :  And  for  the  fcru.it;  of  this 
»r  icle,  as  well  as  this  treaty,  M  fT  Jacob  Van  B  acham  and  Cobcrt 
Stcbo,  both  captains,  (hall  be  put  as  holfag  s,  till  th*  arryal  of 
the  Canadians  and  French  above-mentioned.  We  oblige  on  «-lves,  on 
our  fide,  to  give  an  efeut  to  return  in  lafety  chele  tw>  vffic^is  ;  a 
duplicate  being  made  upon  or  of  the  poll  of  our  blockade.  July  $.  1754* 

|  They  are  called  Mingus  by  the  Tauthern  Indians. 

at 


at  once  to  pillaging  the  baggage  and  provifions  ;  and  not  1754.* 
content  with  this,  they  afterwards  fhut  f  -me  of  the  hoifes  and  ^ 
ca  ti- ,  a » t d  fcaiped  two  of  ihe  wounded  f 

Against  th  s  conduct  CoL  Wafhington  remonftrated,  but  pj^uat* 
all  hts  mgumtnts  made  out  little  imprdfion  upon  them.  The 
Canadians  or  light  in  blood  ;  and  in  barbarity  exceed,  if  pof- 
fro!e,  the  veiy  lavag  s  thenT  Ives.  Thus  the  French  remain¬ 
ed  mailers  of  the  ffi'd  ;  the  Indian^  were  riveted  in  their 
defection  *  his  M  j  fly’s  arms  unfu< cefsfu’  ;  and  our  frontiers 
expofed,  ‘  through  iht  ill  timed  parfimony  of  the  provinces. 

Th/  enuny,  on  the  other  nand,  wileiy  improved  the  prefent 
ac  vantage,  and  erected  forts,  to  fecure  to  themfelves  the  quiet 
pcfhffion  of  that  fntile  country  H^w  evident  then  was  the 
Bcaffity  of  uniting  the  p  wjr  of  the  Britifh  colonies  /  Ihe 
expediency  ot  a  plan  lor  that  purpofe  had  been  before  con¬ 
fide  red.  Some  meafures  firmed  alfo  abfolutely  requifite  for 
fupporting  our  Indian  intertit,  and  preventing  their  total  de- 
cleiifion. 


Accordingly,  agreeable  to  his  Majefty’s  orders,  the  14th 
of  J  une  was  appointed  for  a  grand  congrefs  of  commifianes 
from  the  feveral  provinces,  to  be  held  at  Albany,  as  well  to 
treat  with  ihe  Six  Nations,  as  to  concert  a  fcheme  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  union  of  the  Britifh  colonies.  Meffeogers  had  been  dif- 
patched  to  the  Indian  caftles  |]  to  requeit  their  attendance  ; 
but  they  did  not  arrive  till  the  latter  end  of  the  month  ; 
and  the  Mohaws,  who  live  but  40  miles  dill  ant,  came  in 
lad.  This  occafioned  various  (peculations  .*  fome  imputed  it 
to  fear  ;  left  the  French,  in  their  abfence,  fhould  fall  upon 

their  countries  ;  Others  to  art, - imagining  that  by  exciting  our 

j -aloufy  of  their  wavering  difpofuion,  at  fo  critical  a  juncture, 
the  more  liberal  would  be  the  prefents  made  them  by  the 


Gr?nd 
cou^rels 
held  at 
Albany* 


Indians 
delay  at. 
tendance, 
and  the 
riaLcns^ 


f  Among  other  infra&ions  of  the  capitulation,  the  cfeftrufli  'n  of  the 
d  .dor’s  box  oujiht  not  to  be  forgotten  }  by  which  means  cur  wounds 
ed  were  barbaroufly  diftreflpd. 

See  Cel.  Inncds  letter  of  11  July,  1754. 

jj  The  Indians  call  thejr  villages,  which  arc  only  furrounded  with  pal- 
fifadcs,  caftles, 

feveral 


- 


n 


•t 


i '■ 

\  ' 


. 


> 
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lc/craJ  governments.  Not  a  few  thought  it  an  artifice  of 
Mr.  Johnfon  s,  who  expelling  to  rife  into  importance,  from 
the  reputation  of  a  mighty  influence  over  the  Indians,  kept 

™,hlirir°S  8|fUnar  ra“cnrdancc  »  bcing  very  confident  of  a 
^  b  r  c^ue  t  to  from  the  commifiioners,  to  go  up, 

and  haften  their  progrefs.  There  was  the  higheft  evidence  of 
the^like  piece  of  policy  at  an  Indian  treaty,  during  Mr.  Clin- 
ton  s  aumimftration.  The  Indians  however  at  length  arrived 
tho  fewer  in  number  than  was  expeded,  or  had  been  ufual 
on  thole  folemn  occafions.  Hendrick,  a  noted  Mohawk  fa- 
chern  f.  apologized  for  the  delay  of  that  canton,  in  a  fpeech 
to  t 11s  fried  .  "  There  was  ( J, aid  he  )  an  interview  lafi  jail. 
t,  ^ween  CL°l-  7 ebnjon  and  the  Six  Nations ,  at  Onondaga. 
Cur  brethren  of  the  other  nations  reported ,  that  his  fpeech' 

;  t0  us  was  c°™erted  by  the  Mthawks  :  We  there] ore  come 
lafi  to  prevent  any  ground  for  the  repetition  offuch  fanciers, 

with  the  regard  to  the  addrejs  now  to  be  made  us  by  your 
“  honour .  •'  v 


Commif-  The  congrefs  having  been  opened  on  the  18th  of  Tine, 
fioners,  were  ready  to  treat  with  the  Six  Nations  ;  and  on  the  29th, 
“nd.  a^er  fettling  difpuces  between  the  commifiioners  concerning 
‘  rank  and  precedence,  Mr.  De  Lancey,  the  Lieutenant  Gover¬ 
nor  of  New  York,  addrefil-d  himlelf  in  a  fpeech  to  rhe  In¬ 
dians.  - On  his  right  h  >-nd,  were  MefT.  Murray  and  John¬ 

fon,  two  of  the  council  of  New  York  j  next  to  them,  Mefii 
Wells,  Hutchinfon,  Chandler,  Partridge,  and  Worthington,  com¬ 
mifiioners  from  the  MaiLchufetts  Bay  :  Then  the  gentlemen 
from  New  Hampfhire,  Me  IT.  Wyburn,  Atkinfon,  Ware,  and 
Sherburn  :  And  laft  on  that  fide,  Meff.  Hopkins  and  Howard, 
commifiioners  of  Rhode- Hland.  On  his  left,  were  feated, 
MefiT.  Chambers  and  Smith,  two  other  of  his  Majefty’s  coun¬ 
cil  lor  New  York  :  Then  the  Connecticut  commifiioners.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  Pitkin,  Major  Wolcor,  and  Col.  Williams  ? 
After  them  Meff.  Penn,  Ptters,  Norris,  and  Franklin,  from 
Peniyl vania  :  and  Lit  of  all,  Col.  Talker  and  Major  Barnes, 
from  Maryland. 


f  A  fachem  is  a  wariior,  rn i  a  manor  an  cflabhfhcd 
v.ifciom  and  baveij,  among  ti  c  iudians. 


reputation 


for  his 

The 


(  ) 

Th?  treaty  was  concluded  with  great  folemnity.  The  Indians  1754. 
apprji o I  will  pleated  with  the  prefents  from  the  feveral  go* 

Vtrnnn  nt!>  ♦  which,  compared  to  former  donations,  amounted  lli,dia"s 
to  an  imounlc  value  :  iiut  in  their  anlwer,  recriminated  upon 
us  the  deiertion  of  our  fort  *  at  Saraghtoga  the  laft  war  ;  p  c £>  1 . r*s , 
lamented  the  cefencelefs  condition  ot  our  frontier  city  of  Al-  but  t-lan’e 
bmy  i  ami  extolled  the  betcer  conduit  ot  the  French,  in  tor*  our  C01U 
tidying  and  maintaining  their  garrilons. 

The  Indians  being  difmifiVd,  the  conferences  were  continued 
till  the  lith  of  July.  The  commilfioners  were,  both  for  a- 
biiitie^  and  fortune,  feme  of  the  molt  conliderable  men  in 
North  America.  Tne  fpeakers  however  were  not  many  j 
but  of  thole  who  fpoke,  iome  delivered  themfelves  with  lin¬ 
gular  energy  and  eloquence.  All  were  inflamed  with  a  patriot- 
fpiric,vand  the  debates  were  nervous  and  pathetic.  This  af- 
fimbly,  my  Lord,  might  very  properly  be  compared  to  one 
of  the  ancient  Greek  conventions,  for  fupporting  their  expi¬ 
ring  liberty  againft  the  power  ot  the  Per  flan  empire,  or  that 
Lewis  ot  Greece,  Philip  of  Macedon;  In  the  conclufion,  a  pjan  0fa 
plan  was  concerted  tor  a  general  union  ot  the  Britilh  colonies,  union, 
and  creating  a  common  fund  to  defray  all  military  expences  ; 
a  d  a  reprefentation  of  their  prefent  fLte  drawn  up  ;  which 
Were  agree*!  to  be  laid  before  the  King’s  minifttrs.  Some 
of  the  governments  have  neverthelefV  declared  themfelves  a- 
verfe  c®  this  feheme  j  though  approved  at  the  time  by  every  Approved 
member  of  the  congrtfs,  except  Mr.  De  Lanccy.  Unaccoun-  byall,ex-> 
table  was  the  conGuft  of  this  gentleman  to  feveral  of  the  CCP*  De 
provincial  deputies.  But  thofe  who  were  bed  acquainted  with  Laaccy* 
his  character  and  love  of  fway,  aferibed  his  averfion  from  the 
plan,  to  an  apprehenfion,  that  ihould  the  fame  take  place,  the 
fupreme  officer,  who  agreeably  to  it  was  to  prt  fide  in  the  grand 
council  of  deputies  from  the  refpeftive  colonies,  would  mod 
probably  be  the  governor  of  the  MalLchufetts  Bay  ;  An  ap¬ 
prehenfion,  wnicb  rrpn  fifed  his  own  afpiring  views  *  and  it  wa§~ 
imagined,  dung  him  with  unfpeakable  chag  in. 


*  U  on  the  difbaod of  the  forces  railed  for  the  Canada  expedition 
11  *745,  and  luc  t(T  mhly  ’s  d  In  cl  nation  to  gantfjQ ,  xt,  ihe  Lit,  by 
Oidci  ot  iii,  olmtoai  was  nuim  and  abandon^ 
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His  clia- 
t after  and 
hiftor/r 


l  IO) 

As  the  Lieutenant  Governor  will  appear,  in  the  courfe  cf 
this  letter,  to  bear  a  principal  part  in  our  public  tranfadions 

W1 ,  e  neceflary,  before  1  proceed  any  tarthcr,  to  prefent 
your  Lordlh.p  with  his  picture  at  full  length.  Withoutkn  in- 
tima  e  knowledge  of  that  gentleman’s  hiftory  and  genius,  it 

will  be  impoffible  to  comprehend  his  conduit,  or  trace  his  action, 
to  their  genuine  fource.  * 

He  is  the  tided  branch  of  one  of  the  fird  families  in  the 
province.  His  father,  a  l-rench  refugee,  a  gentleman  of  didin- 
guhhecl  rank  in  this  city,  and  who  h<  re  acquired  a  large  for- 
tune,  lent  him  for  his  education  to  the  Univcrfity  of  Cam- 
bndge.  He  was  a  youth  of  prompt  parts,  and  made  a  con- 
iiderame  progrefs  in  learning,  tfpecully  in  the  claflics.  In  the 
year  1729  he  was,  oy  Governor  Montgomery’s  recommenda¬ 
tion,  created  one  of  his  Majody’s  (  ouncil  of  New  York  ;  but 
never  engiged  the  puo  ick  attention,  till  the  time  of  Mr.  Colb/' 
He  became  then  very  famous.  With  this  governor  he  took 
part  in  mod  or  all  of  his  meafures - mealures  extremely 


arbitrary,  and  productive  of  an  adminirtration  odious  and  tur¬ 
bulent..  Colby,  in  return  for  his  mii  illerCI  fervices,  loaded 
him  with  fivours.  Depofing  Chief  Jultice  Morris  (  the  main 
obdacle  to  his  perilous  projects  )  he  raifed  him  to  the  frd  feat 
on  tht.  bench  f.  But  tho  his  excellency  had  the  difpofition  of 


- -  ***'  »mu  u.c:  ujjjjLiiuon  or 

ofnee?,  he  could  by  no  means  dr  legate  the  affc&ions  of  the 
people.  Accoroingly,  our  politician  was  equally  honoured  and 
defpiled.  He  enjoyed  the  linilts  of  the  governor,  which  loaded 
him  with  the  curies  of  the  people  ;  was  careded  by  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  by  the  latter  abhorred.  Colby  leaving  a  fuccedbr 
capable  of  governing  without  a  prompter,  the  chief  judice  found 
it  neetdary  to  deface  the  memory  of  his  former  conduit,  by 
cultivating  the  arts  of  popularity.  Mr.  Clarke,  who  fucceed- 
ed  ||,  being  perfectly  mailer  of  our  conditution,  a  gentleman 
of  experience  and  penetration,  and  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  temper  of  the  people,  in  a  ihort  time  reconciled  all  par- 


t  Mr.  De  Lancey  was  rot  educated  to  the  law  ;  hut  having  fper.t  feme 
time,  liter  his  retu'n  fi  0111  England,  in  the  fludy  of  that  fciei  ce. 
Gov  Montg  m-ry  appointed  him  tecond  judge  tf  the  fupreim  Court 

of  f  ikI  ica  f  nnr. 


of  Judicature 
I  In  March,  17 >6* 


I 


1 


I 


ties  i 


& 
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ties  ;  and  by  reftorzng  the  public  tranquility,  rendered  Mr.  De 
Lancey’s  plodding  abilities  utterly  ufelefs.  Hence  he  was  at 
lull  leifure  to  court  the  populace.  Suddenly  he  became 
transformed  into  a  patriot  and,  ftrange  to  relate  !  without 
a  fingle  aft  of  patriotifm.  His  uncommon  vivacity,  with  the 
femblance  of  affability  and  eafe  ;  his  adroitnefs  at  a  jefl,  with 
a  drew  of  condefcenfion  to  his  inferiors,  wonderfully  facili¬ 
tated  his  progrefs.  Thefe  piauhble  arts,  together  with  his 
influence  as  Chief  Juftice,  and  a  vafl  perfonal  eftate  at  ufe, 
all  confpired  to  fecure  his  popular  triumph,  To  eftablilh  fuch 
an  undue  power,  and  amazing  influence,  would,  in  a  Grecian 
commonwealth,  have  expoied  a  man  of  lefs  amoition  and  bet¬ 
ter  principles  to  the  cftracifm.  Mr.  Clarke  being  fuperfeded 
by  Governor  Clinton  ®,  Mr.  De  Lancey  was  prefented  with 
a  frefh  opportunity  for  the  exhibition  of  his  political  genius. 
Mr.  Clinton,  a  gentleman  of  but  indifferent  parts,  wholly  re- 
figned  himfelf  into  his  hands.  Contenting  himfelf  with  the 
title  and  falary  of  Governor,  he  left  the  Hie  direction  of  af¬ 
fairs  to  his  mini fler,  who  by  virtue  of  his  late  acquired  om¬ 
nipotence  with  the  aflembly,  carried  all  his  points,  and  even 
endeared  him  to  the  people,  i  his  intimacy  fu'ofi.ied  no  longer 
than  it  was  found  conducive  to  his  designs.  Having  obtain¬ 
ed  from  Mr.  Clinton  a  new  commiflion  tor  his  office  of  Chief 
Juftice  during  good  behaviour  ;  and  flattering  himfelf  with  the 
hopes  of  another,  appointing  him  Lieut.  Governor,  through 
the  iotereft  of  his  friends  in  England,  he  cared  not  how  foon 
his  excellency  abdicated  the  province,  nar  how  tempeftuous 
he  rendered  his  administration  ;  and  was  therefore  prepared 
for  an  open  rupture.  He  no  fooner  thought  himfeit  capable 
of  adting  independently  of  the  governor,  tnan  like  Sixtus  Quin¬ 
tus,  who  threw  afide  his  cruthes.  the  moment  of  his  exalta¬ 
tion  to  the  popedom,  he  put  off  all  tnat  humble  devotion,  by 
which  he  had  fo  fatally  deceived  his  too  credulous  matter,  and 
openly  fet  himfelf  at  defiance  again;!:  him.  Now  he  began 
to  didtate,  racher  than  advile  ;  ano  inftead  of  Srjanus,  chofe 
to  be  Tiberius  himfelf.  Dining  one  day  with  Mr.  Clinton, 
and  infilling  upon  fome  favourite  point  with  great  imperiouf- 


#  Mr.  Clinton  arrived  as  Governor,  zi  Sept,  t  74 3 ■ 

C 


nefs. 


- 
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^  >4.  nefs,  the  Governor,  who  had  hitherto  very  cordially  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  led,  refuted  on  this  occafion  to  be  driven.  The 
Chief  Juffice  then  arofe  and  left  him  ;  declaring,  with  an 
oath,  he  would  make  his  adminiftration  uneafy  for  the  future; 

ILs  Excellency  replied,  he  might  do  his  word.  Thus  they 
parted  ;  nor  were  ever  afterwards  reconciled.  This  breach  gave 
rife  to  the  contentions,  which  fo  unhappily  imbroiled  our  pro¬ 
vincial  affairs,  during  the  remainder  of  his  adminiftration.  The 
aflembly  were  inftantly  inflamed.  He  who  before  had  been 
able  to  make  them  connive  at  very  unjuftifiable  fteps,  couid  d 
at  once  ftir  up  an  oppofition  to  the  moft  unexceptionable  mea- 
fures.  Remonftrances,  warm  and  virulent,  were  now  drawn 
up  ;  unworthy  their  own  dignity  to  offer,  and  replete  with 
the  groflftft  language  to  his  Majefty’s  reprefentative.  Thus 
was  formed  againft  Mr.  Clinton  a  powerful  party,  which  ceafed 
riot,  while  he  continued  at  the  helm,  to  harrafs  and  perplex 
him.  To  fuch  an  exorbitant  length  did  they  carry  their  op- 
pofuion,  as  to  throw  off  the  reftraint  of  humanity  :  They  had 
even  recourfe  to  force  and  violence.  Nay,  a  partifan  of  the 
Chief  Juftice,  in  defiance  of  the  facred  rights  of  the  magiftra- 
cy  and  the  law  -  to  fhew  his  refentment  againft  Mr.  Clin¬ 
ton  and  his  adherents  -  affaulted  the  mayor  ;  whipped  the 

Iheriff  ;  damned  the  Governor  ;  and  (tabbed  his  phyfician.  My 
Lord,  we  became  the  fport  and  contempt  of  our  neighbours  ;  | 

and  it  is  beyond  contradiction,  that  Mr.  De  Lancey,  by  blow¬ 
ing  up  the  coals  of  contention,  did  the  province  more  injury, 
than  he  will  be  ever  able  to  repair.  Nor  is  their  any  reafon 
to  doubt,  that  the  enormous  power  of  this  gentleman,  and  the 
ferment  raifed  againft  Mr.  Clinton,  occafioned  the  39th  arti¬ 
cle  of  the  king’s  inftruflions  to  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn  ;  which 
appears  purpofely  calculated  to  render  our  future  Governors 
independent  on  his  influence  over  the  afiembly  :  For  a  law 
indefinite,  making  provifion  for  the  falary  allowed  by  the  King 
to  his  Governors  ;  and  competent  falaries  to  all  judges,  juffices, 

and  other  neceflary  officers  and  rninifters  of  government - - 

fuch  a  law,  I  fay,  would  effectually  render  a  Governor  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  aflembly,  and  consequently  of  any  undue  in¬ 
fluence  in  it.  Nor  without  fuch  independence,  or  an  abridgement 
of  Mr.  De  Lancey’s  powjr,  by  reducing  him  to  his  primitive 
private  flacion,  do  I  fee  any  probability  ol  the  extinction  of  that 

party-fpirit* 
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party-fpirit,  which  hath  fo  long  difturbed  the  tranquility,  and  1754*' 


injured  the  publick  weal  of  the  colony.  Mr.  Clinton,  being 
fuperfeded  by  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn  *,  a  gentleman  of  a  molt 
amiable  moral  character,  retired  into  the  country  ;  from  whence 
he  propofed  to  embark  for  Great  Britain.  The  Chief  Juftice, 
notwithftanding  his  long  declared  enmity,  and  unwearied  in- 
duftry  to  embarrafs  his  adminiftration,  had  now  - the  hu¬ 
mility,  fhall  I  call  it  ?  -  to  difpatch  a  meffenger  to  him, 

with  defign  if  poflible  to  procure  an  accommodation - —  i 

in  order  to  fecure  his  favour  in  England,  when  he  could  no  : 
longer  diftrefs  him  in  America.  It  were  difficult  to  determine,  \ 
whether  this  required  a  higher  degree  of  aflurance  or  fervili-  j 
ty.  But  it  is  no  uncommon  thing,  to  behold  the  fame  per-  ! 
fon  faftidious  and  fawning,  fupercilious  and  fycophantic.  Mr.' 

Clinton,  far  from  an  implacable  enemy,  began  to  be  foftened  ; 
when  his  lady  (  who  if  born  among  the  Scythians,  had  been 
the  Thaleftris  of  antiquity  )  unravelling  the  fecret,  fruftrated  at 
once  all  expeftations  of  a  compofition  ;  and  gave  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  fuch  a  volley  of  invedive  againft  his  conftituent,  as 
rendered  all  future  overtures  entirely  hopelefs. 

On  the  death  of  Sir  Danvers  Oftorn  f,  equally  unexpetted  Hisap* 
and  deplored,  Mr.  De  Lancey  publifhed  the  commifiion  he  had  point- 
juft  received,  appointing  him  Lieutenant  Governor.  He  was  ™ent  to 
now  to  act  a  part  intirely  new,  and  demanding  the  full  ex-  ^nment 
ertion  of  his  political  dexterity.  In  the  fir  ft  place,  he  had  to  ar)C}  fyf. 
convince  the  miniftry  of  his  utmoft  efforts  to  carry  the  King’s  tem  cf 
inftruttions  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  :  And  in  the  next,  politics# 
in  order  to  preferve  his  popularity  with  the  affembly,  and  not 
in  the  moft  flagrant  manner  counteratt:  his  avowed  principles, 
he  was  .to  fatisfy  them,  that  in  reality  he  by  no  means  ex- 
petted  their  compliance  with  them.  To  execute  the  former 

part  of  this  plan  - -  in  his  fpeech  of  the  31ft  of  Ottober,  17 53; 

'  to  the  council  and  general  affembly,  he  fays,  - - “  You  Hl-S 

“  will  perceive  by  the  article  of  his  Majejly°s  inftrufti-  fpeech  to 

<fc  ons  to  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn^  (  copies  of  which  I  Jhall  here -  the  coun¬ 


cil  and 
affembly# 


*  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn  arrived  at  New  York  the  7th  of  Odcber,  17*3* 


f  This  happened  on  the  nth  of  Oftober,  1753, 
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vUh  deliver  you  +  )  bow  highly  his  Majejly  is  difpkafed  at  the 
ueghtioj,  ana  contempt  jhewn  to,  his  royal  commiffiion  and  inflruc- 
Hons,  by  your  faffing  laws  of  Jo  extraordinary  a  nature ,  and  by 
<(  Jucp°JJr  unwarrantable  proceedings,  particularly  fet  forth  in  this 
mftruRion  :  Hence  alfo  bis  Majejiy' s  royal  pleajure  as  to  thefe 
matters  wilt  appear ,  and  what  he  expels  from  you.  On  this  head, 
1  mujt  olfcrve  to  you,  that  ry  cur  excellent  conflitution  the  execu- 
ttve  power  is  lodged  in  the  crown  :  That  all  government 
ts  pounded  on  a  confidence,  that  every  perfon  will  difcharpe 
the  auty  of  bis  Jlation  ;  and  if  there  fhmld  be  any  abufe 
tp  power,  that  the  legal  and  regular  courfe  is  to  make  ap- 
pl; cation  to  his  MajeJty,  who  having  a  paternal  tendernefs  for 
all  his  fuhjects,  is  always  ready  to  hear  and  redrefs  their 
.  grievances  •  -*  and  then  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  afiembly 

m  particular  -  “  I  muft  earnefily  prefs  it  upon  you ,  that  in 

“  preparing  your  bill  for  the  fupport  of  government,  and  other 
“  pubiick  fervices,  you  pay  a  due  regard  to  his  Met;  fly’s  plea- 
Jure  Jignifed  in  his  inflrudions  ;  and  prance  them  in  fuch  a 
“  manner ,  as  when  laid  before  me  for  my  dffient ,  I  may  five 
“  it  confijlent  with  my  duty  to  his  Majejly.  ”  What  think 
you,  my  Lord  ?  could  your  Lvourite  Garrick  have  perfonated 
Richard  the  Third  in  a  livelier  manner,  than  this  gentleman 

the  real  advocate  for  the  royal  inflrudion  ?  - -  Could  the 

man,  who  but  a  day  or  two  before  had  intrigued  with  the 
members  how  to  elude  that  very  inflruifion,  preferve  his  gra¬ 
vity,  while  acting  luch  a  tragi  comical  farce  ?  -  for  that, 

my  Lord,  was  the  method  in  which  he  performed  the  fecond 
part  of  his  plan.  As  his  Majefty’s  reprefentative,  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  urgc  their  compliance  with  feeming  fincerity  and 

■warmth - but  as  Junes  De  Lancey,  Efq;  their  old  friend 

and  bell  aclvifer,  it  was  his  real  fentiment,  that  never  bu^ht 
they  to  fubmit.  .  ° 

♦  «  '  1 

The  inftrinflion  was  published  in  one  of  our  new  papers  5  and 

reprinted  in  England.  The  publication  of  it  was  thought  to  have 
be  n  intended  to  excite  the  popular  clatonur  ;  and  it  rccafi  ned  the 

refemment  of  the  minilhy,  It  is  worth  remarking,  thai  c  pies  of 


feveral  other  inlfru:  i  ns  were  exprefsly  ordered  by"  his  Majefty  to 
be  la  d  before  the  afLmbly  j  but  110  iuch  diiedlions  weie  given  with 
rxfpcft  to  this, 


Matters> 


KSi8S! 

Mm-m* 
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Matters  being  thus  previoufly  adjufted,  the  afiembly  in 
their  addrtis  itudioufly  avoid  a  categorical  arjEver  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  indefinite  fupport  :  But  to  gratify  his  honour,  and 
blacken  the  memory  ot  Mr.  Clinton,  that  he  might  not  pre¬ 
judice  him  in  England,  they  make  ufe  of  this  memorable  e~ 

vJion  _  “  On  reading  the  yyth  article  of  his  majefty's  in - 

<4  Jtruflions  to  Sir  Danvers  Ofh  rn,  your  honour's  immediate 
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predecejfir  we  are  extremely  Jurprifed  to  find,  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  transactions  of  this  colony  have  been  fo  malicioujly  mifre - 

presented  to  our  m  ft  gracious  Sovereign .  IVe  can ,  Sir,  with 
truth  and  jufhce  affirm,  that  his  Ajojfiy  has  not  in  his  do¬ 
minions  a  people  more  firmly ,  and  that  from  principles  of  real 
ajfefticn,  devoted  to  his  perfon ,  family ,  and  government ,  than 
the  inhabitants  of  this  colony.  And  we  are  greatly  at  a  lofs 

to  difcov  r,  in  what  infiances ,  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the 

colony  have  been  dijturbed,  or  wherein  order  and  government  have 
been  JuhvtUed.  If  the  cnurje  of  jufi ice  has  been  obfirvMed% 
or  in  any  cafe  perverted ,  it  has  been  by  the  direction,  or  through 
the  means ,  of  Mr .  Clinton  late  Governor  of  this  province ,  who 
feat  peremptory  orders  to  the  judges ,  clerk ,  and  Jheriff  of  Duchefs 
County ,  to  flay  procefs ,  flop  the  proceedings  in  fever al  cafes 

of  private  property ,  depending  in  that  court  ; 
in  other  counties ,  commiffionate  judges  dnd  juftices  of  known 
ill  characters,  and  extreme  ignorance  :  One  flood  even  prejent¬ 
ed  for' petjury  in  the  fupreme  court  of  this  province ,  whom 
he  rewarded  with  the  < ffice  of  affijlant  judge  ;  and  others 
were  fo  (Id ame fully  ignorant  and  illiterate ,  as  to  be  unable  to 
write  their  own  names.  From  whence  we  greatly  fear,  that 
44  juflice  has  in  many  cafes  been  partially ,  or  very  unduly  ad- 
<4  minijtred. 

w  ^  S  jr  ^  . 

I  fhall  not  trouble  your  Lordfhip  with  a  vindication  of 

Mr.  Clinton  •,  but  only  obferve - that  the  fuits  commenced 

in  Duchefs  County  were  by  deferters  againft  their  captains  +  ; 
that  the  governor,  who  was  no  lawyer,  allured  the  houie,  his 
letters  to  the  juftices  were  written  unadviledly,  and  with  pre¬ 
cipitation  •,  and  that  if  any  man  was  injured,  he  would  readily 
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compensate  his  damages.  And  as  the  charge  of  appointing  ig¬ 
norant  juftices,  it  lies  with  equal  truth  againft  all  our  gover¬ 
nors,  (  Mr.  De  Lancey  himfelf  not  excepted  )  who  to  influence 
elections,  have  gone  into  an  unjuftifiable  practice  of  intrufting 
blank  commiffions  with  certain  favourites  in  the  refpeCtive  coun¬ 
ties,  impowered  to  place  and  difplace  civil  and  military  officers 
at  their  pleafure.  T  hefe  election  jobbers  are  generally  the  court 
members  in  affembly  :  And  decency,  my  Lord,  fhould  have 
induced  them  to  ftifle  the  ridiculous  afiertion,  that  Mr.  Clinton 
rewarded  a  man  lor  being  perjured  ;  as  well  as  the  more  per¬ 
tinent  inventive  againft  the  dangerous  ufage  juft  mentioned,  for 
corrupting  the  houle  of  reprefentatives.  -  But  to  difgrace 


4  t  i  —  w  —  ^ v*  v  v/  vt  A I  I  I,*  "k. 

Mr.  Clinton  was  expedient  to  the  Lieut.  Governor  ;  and  hence 
this  attach  upon  the  former. 


■^T“m?rrus  Upon  his  honour’s  advancement  to  the  government,  the 
fcm-  ad-  Pre{*  labourfd  wlth  addrtffes  ;  and  the  incenfe  offered  upon  the 
dreifes  to  °ccafion,  might  have  perfumed  the  whole  temple  of  Delphos. 
tlitLieut.  It  was  not  enough,  that,  agreeable  to  antient  ufage,  he  was 
Governor  prefented  with  the  compliments  of  public  bodies  alone.  It  was 
neceffary,  from  the  number  of  addrtffes,  to  difplay  his  exten- 

lire  influence,  and  the  univerfal  joy  -  thereby,  if  poflible, 

to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  continuance  in  the  adminiftration* 


Accordingly,  the  very  militia  officers  and  fupervifors  of  Queen’s 


County  (  a  motley  affcmblage  !  )  were  made  to  groan  out  their 


afpirations  for  this  aufpicious  event 


(C 


Oh  ! 


that 


«  l 


6  C 


gracious  Majefiy  would  be  pie  a  fed  to  confirm  and  fix  you ,  for 
long  time ,  in  this  exalted  fiation  **  Never  have  I  feen  an 


a 


infignificant  interjection  more  infignificantly  employed.  To  fo 
extravagant  a  pitch,  my  Lord,  did  this  exuberant  ardor  arrive, 
that  we  at  length  found  him  clothed  with  an  incommunica¬ 
ble  attribute  of  the  Deity  himfelf - even  his  immutable  moral 

reCtitude.  “  Thefe  things  in  you,  ( fay  they)  are  not  fo  proper- 


“  ly  called  virtues,  as  natural  endowments.  Tou  will  not , 
<c  you  cannot  aft  other  wife  than  you  do. 9  *  With  fuch  fuilian 
can  fome  men  be  regaled  :  and  by  fuch  fufiian  is  oftentimes  a 
whole  nation  deluded. 


To  proceed  in  the  character  of  this  remarkable  American 
He  is  a  perfon  of  quick  apprehenfion,  and  extenflve  acquain¬ 
tance 


(  23  ) 

fcance  with  the  law  ;  which  he  acquired  with  incredible  appli-  1753- 
cation,  to  obliterate  the  indifferent  figure  he  made,  when  fir  ft 
elevated  to  the  chief  leat  on  the  bench,  to  ferve  the  pur- 
pofes  of ‘Governor  Cofby,  Without  the  talents,  he  has  all  the 
ambition  of  a  Ripperda.  His  third  alter  popularity,  which  in 
him  is  a  mere  engine  of  (Tte,  hath  almoft  banithed  all  public 
fpirit  *,  and  the  triumphs  of  power  occafioned  the  exile  of  com¬ 
mon  fenfe.  Apprehenfive  of  the  diminution  of  his  own  lufhe, 
his  jealoufy  will  not  admit  a  competitor  ;  but  fets  him  at  mor-  Hisjes- 
tal  odds  with  a  rifing  independent  fpirit,  left  it  be  rewarded  leufy. 
with  popular  favour,  and  thence  refuit  into  popular  intereft  - 
in  derogation  of  his  own  iovereign  influence.  Hence,  who¬ 
ever  would  accomplifh  a  patriot  meafure,  muft  either  obtain 
his  leave  ;  and  then  he  arrogates  to  himfelf  the  merit  due  to  its 
author  ;  or  carry  it  by  mere  ftatagem,  without  which  he  may 
be  lure  of  a  difappointment.  In  the  latter  cale,  he  has  gene¬ 
rally  addrefs  enough  to  be  revenged  on  the  projector,  by  ren¬ 
dering  both  him  and  his  project  univerfally  odious.  Some  a- 
mong  us  fee  thefe  arts  ;  many  fufpedt  them  ;  few  dare  men¬ 
tion  them  ;  and  fewer  ft  ill  oppofe  them.  Thus  a  people,  who 
would  by  no  means  be  forcibly  deprived  of  their  liberties, 
poll  into  voluntary  bondage  ;  and  they  who  would  fcorn  a 
vuffalage  to  the  greateft  monarch,  become  dupes  to  a  didlator 
of  their  own  creation. 

Of  all  provincial  affairs  he  is  the  uncontrolled  director.  As  ^  l]nf_ 
chief  juftice,  great  is  his  intereft  in  the  coundes  :  with  that  veifaI  ia^ 
intereft  he  commands  elections  ;  with  his  (way  in  elections  fluence*. 
he  rules  the  affembly  :  and  with  his  fovereignty  over  the  houfe 
controuls  a  governor.  His  influence  with  the  members  of  the 
affembly  being  the  main  fource  of  his  exorbitant  power,  never 
will  he  ferve  the  Crown  at  the  rifque  of  a  diffention  with  the 
houfe.  He  will  only  (land  by  a  governor  while  at  his  de-  ^ 

votion,  and  {landing  fair  with  the  people  ;  but  in  cafe  of  a 
rupture,  inftantly  facrifice  prerogative  on  the  altar  of  popula¬ 
rity.  His  own  intereft  is  his  Idol,  and  every  thing  elfe  made 
fubfervient  to  procure  it  veneration  and  efteem.  The  men  who 
are  his  greateft  tools,  are  generally  by  himfelf  the  moft  de~ 
fpifecl  and  fometimes  treated  with  defpite  and  infult.  If  they 

difeover  the  leaft  freedom  of  refentment  (  which  few  of  them 

- -  -  - :  ~  .  -  dare. 
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dare  d, (cover  he  can  with  a  (mile,  or  a  joke,  or  a  nromife- 
or  a  bottle,  at  once  diffipate  the  ftruggljng  refolution,  and  re^ 
duce  them  to  their  primitive  obfequioufnefs.  By  hiots  —  by 
tnreats  and  blandiffiments  —  by  emiffimes.—  by  dark  infinua- 
tions  and  private  cabals,  he  is  able  to  render  any  meafure  hate- 

!„(,  PT  f  CT°  pJt  down,  or  raife  up,  whom,  when,  and 
wna,.  he  pleafes.  l\ay,  my  Lord,  1  will  venture  to  affirm  — 

ana  every  man  in  the  province  mult  bear  me  teftimonv  — 
that  while  his  influence  continues  to  be  fupported  with  his  office 
o  chiei  jujtice,  no  operation,  in  which  this  colony  is  concerned 
can  promiie  fuccefs,  fliould  this  monopolizer  of  power  be  de- 
terminea  to  obflruct  it. 


Rfflefli. 
OP.a  L  n  po 
puiar  me. 
rit. 


y/ 


Should  it  now  be  inquired,  Mufl  not  a  man  fo  extremely 
popular  be  necefiarily  pofleiied  of  eminent  virtue,  and  warm- 
iy  devoted  to  the  weal  'of  the  people,  who  thus  cordially  re- 
louna  his  fame,  flibmit  to  his  controul,  and  agree  to  adorn 
his  triumph  ?  The  quefiion  can  only  come  from  a  novice  in 
hiftory,  and  a  ftranger  to  mankind.'  In  the  judgment  of  your 
Lordihip,  who  is  deeply  read  in  both,  I  am  confident  that  po¬ 
pularity  is  no  indication  of  merit.  With  the  deluded  multi¬ 
tude  the  beft  men  are  often  unpopular—  the  moft  pernicious 
extolled  and  adored.  The  people  are  ever  ready  to  be  be¬ 
witched,  cheated,  and  enfiaved  by  a  powerful  crafty  feaucer  : 
and,  what  is  worfe,  ever  ready  to  facrifice  whoever  would  dif- 
abufe  and  releafe  them.  The  Ihme  people  who  could  without 
emotion  behold  a  Sidney  bleedirg  in  defence  of  public  liberty, 
could  commit  a  riot  in  refeuing  a  Sacheverd  for  preaching  fedi- 
tion  and  fubverting  the  nation.  Your  Lordfhip  remembers  that 
Maffanello,  in  the  fihort  (pace  of  ten  days,  was  a  poor  fifher- 
man,  —  a  popular  incendiary,  a  fovereign  viceroy,—  flip¬ 
ped  of  his  honours,  —  treated  hke  a  malefacStor,  ---  knocked 
on  the  head,  —  and  thrown  into  a  ditch.  Who,  in  fine,  was 
more  popular  than  the  pcfiilent  Claudius,  except,  perhaps,  the 
more  pefiilent  Cataline  ?  ’Twas  therefore  well  obferved  by  the 
protestor  Cromwell,  that  the  very  men  who  followed  him  with 
acclamations  and  torrents  of  flattery,  would  with  the  lame  de- 
monftrations  of  joy  accompany  him  to  the  gallows. 


Thus 


'  $  (  *1  ) 

Thus,  my  Lord,  I  have  prefented  you  with  a  Faithful  per-  17545 
trait  of  the  Lieut.  Governor  of  New  York,  who  is  to  bear  no 
fmall  (hare  in  the  public  affairs, of  which  1  have  the  honour  to 
tranfmic  your  Lordfhip  an  account  —  a  portrait,  under  which 
there  had  been  no  need  of  fixing  a  name  to  diredf  to  the  ori¬ 
ginal,  thofe  who  have  the  leaft  knowlege  of  that  gentleman’s 
chara&er. 

While  thefe  things  were  tranfadling  at  Albany,  Mr.  Pownal,  Chara<9er 
brother  to  John  Pownal,  Efq-,  one  of  the  fecretaries  to  the  cfMi.Tho 
Board  of  Trade,  was  upon  the  fpot.  This  gentleman  came  masPow- 
over  to  America  with  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn,  in  quality  of  his  naI# 
private  fecretary  ;  though  it  was  imagined  by  many,  he  was 
defigned  to  be  an  aflhtant  to  him  in  the  exercife  of  the  go¬ 
vernment.  He  is  fomething  of  a  fcholar,  but  a  confufed  rea- 
foner  ;  and  in  his  (tile  perplexed  ;  and  in  that  ufefulleft  of  all 
fciences,  the  knowlege  of  mankind,  he  is  a  mere  novitiate  : 
without  the  latter,  your  Lordfhip  knows  that  other  acquire¬ 
ments  are  comparatively  of  fmall  account,  in  the  management 
of  public  bufinefs.  To  be  only  learned,  is  frequently  tq  be 
vain,  oftentatious,  and  obftinate  ;  fuch  a  one,  in  a  word,  as 
Tertullian  deferibes  the  moft  learned  among  the  heathens,  “  an 
animal  of  glory.  **  This  gentleman  is  fond  of  being  confi- 
dered  in  an  important  light .  Infatiable  of  praife,  he  can  not 
only  hear  himfelf  flattered  ;  but,  what  is  more  unaccountable 
in  a  man  of  tolerable  fenfe,  can  flatter  himfelf.  He  is  a  perfon 
of  uncommon  application,  and  a  good  memory.  By  dint  of 
induflry,  and  an  accefs  to  the  papers  in  the  Plantation  Board 
Office,  he  has  acquired  fome  knowlege  of  American  affairs  : 
but  fo  keen  is  his  appetite  for  promotion,  that  he  cannot  brook 
the  thoughts  of  a  gradual  advancement.  He  is  for  galloping 
into  preferment  .*  and  fo.  intent  on  the  contemplation  of  his 
future  grandeur,  as  to  lofe  all  patience  in  earning  it.  Being 
more  (killed  in  books  than  men,  he  is  very  abrupt  in  giving 
a  fcholaftic  turn  to  conversation,  in  order  to  difplay  his  erudition. 

Ever  ready  to  contradift  :  himfelf  impatient  of  contradiction* 

But  wonderful  is  his  knack  at  pluming  himlelf  with  the  fchemes 
and  inventions  of  others  5  and,  with  the  daw  in  the  fable, 
lhining  rn  a  borrowed  drefs  :  a  remarkable  inftance  of  which 
I  (hall  give  your  Lordfhip  in  the  following  anecdote  ;  as 

,  D  Charadteriftic 
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e’laraftmftic  of  a  perfon,  who  will  appear  to  have  had  fome 
confi  lerable  influence  in  the  courfe  of  American  tranfa&ions. 
During  the  fitting  of  the  congrefs,  it  was  icarce  poflible  to 
prevent  pare  of  their  fentiments  from  tranfpiring.  The  fcheme 
of  a  naval  armament  on  Lake  Ontario,  projected  by  Lieut. 
Governor  Clarke,  before  the  late  war  ;  fubmitted  to  the  then 
miniltry  •,  and  now  ftrongly  recommended  by  the  commifli- 
oners  of  the  Mafiachufetts  Bay  ;  by  fume  means  or  other  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  hinted  without- doors.  Mr.  Pownal,  intent  upon 
rifing  into  fignificance  among  the  colonies,  chofe  not  to  flip 
fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf,  as  he 
could  now  lay  hold  of,  from  thefe  whifpered  intelligences. 
He  accordingly  drew  up  fome  loofe  indigefted  propofals,  with 
refpedt  to  American  affairs.  Among  other  trite  fentiments,  he 
urged  this  fcheme  as  a  new  unthought-of  meafure,  abfolutely 
requifite  to  fecure  the  command,  and  preferve  the  furr  trade 
of  thofe  inland  feas.  This  he  delivered  to  fome  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congrefs  to  be  communicated  :  and  afterwards  trans¬ 
mitted  a  copy  to  England  ;  challenging  to  himfelf  the  foie 
merit  of  being  the  original  author  of  fo  ufeful  and  necefiary 
an  expedient  *. 

_  l 

While  the  congrefs  was  held  at  Albany,  Governor  Shirley,' 
ever  jealous  of  French  machinations,  proceeded,  at  the  head 
of  about  one  thoufand  men,  to  the  river  Kennebec  ;  and  e- 
redled  forts,  at  convenient  diftances,  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
the  French  on  that  quarter  ;  to  fecure  the  poffeflion  of  that 
country  with  the  friendfhip  of  the  eaftern  Indians. 

The  remainder  of  this  year  was  principally  fpent  in  repeat¬ 
ed  reprefentations  to  the  miniftry,  refpedting  the  dangerous  fi¬ 
xation  of  the  Englifh  colonies  $  and  the  abfolute  necefiity  of  a 

*  Mr.  Pownal  had  this  piece  publifhed  in  New  York  in  Feb-  1756,' 
It  contained  an  introduction,  declaring,  that  copies  of  it  were  fent 
bf  the  miniftry  to  the  refpeftive  governors  of  the  colonies  :  and 
in  the  fpring  following,  it  was  repubhfhed,  with  great  oftentation, 
in  the  E  ‘*lifh  magazines.  With  rrfpeft  ta  thofe  parts  of  if ,  where¬ 
in  he  talks  of  Indian  affairs,  the  fentimeats  feem  to  be  unintelligi¬ 
ble  by  a  Nortn- American  under  Handing, 

powerful 
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powerful  affiftance  from  Great  Britain,  to  defeat  the  ambitious 
deligos  of  the  Court  of  France. 

Otf  the  welcome  intelligence  of  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  repre- 
fentations  ;  and  while  forces  were  expecting  from  England  ; 
the  two  regiments  of  Shirley  and  Pepperel  were  ordered  to 
be  reeftablithed,  and  recruits  were  railing  thro*  the  feveral  go¬ 
vernments,  to  form  an  army  for  difpoflcffing  the  French  from 
their  late  encroachments. 

The  general  aflembly  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  being  con¬ 
vened,  and  the  memoers  (worn  to  fecrecy  ;  Mr.  Shirley  com¬ 
municated  to  them  a  defign  of  attacking  Fort  St.  Frederic  at 
Crown  Point,  the  enfuing  fpring  ;  and  his  intention  to  appoint 
Col.  Johnfon  to  the  command  of  that  expedition.  The  lcheme 
being  approved  by  the  council  and  reprefentatives  of  that  pro¬ 
vince,  and  the  quotas  fettled,  commiflioners  were  charged  to 
the  neighbouring  governments,  to  follicit  their  concurrence  and 
aid,  in  the  profecucion  of  this  enterprize. 

While  thefe  matters  were  in  agitation,  Mr.  Pownal  was  at 
Bofton,  intending  to  fail  from  thence  to  England.  He  now 
thought  fit  to  change  his  rtfolution  •,  and  Governor  Shirley  ho¬ 
noured  him  with  the  embaffy  to  New  York,  for  which  place 
he  fet  out  the  beginning  of  March.  Some  gentlemen  of  the 
council  and  affembly  were  commiflioned,  on  the  like  errand,  to 
the  other  colonies  of  New  JerEy,  Ptnlylvania,  &c. 

Mr.  Powmal’s  profperfls  of  fuccefs  at  New-York  were  at  firft 
not  very  encouraging.  De  Lancey,  jealous  of  Shirley  s  rifing 
reputation,  appeared,  with  regard  to  the  expedition  recommcnd- 
ed,  extremely  phlegmatic  :  and  tho*  artful  enough  to  abftain 
from  an  open  oppofition,  he  made  ufe  of  Mr.  Chambers  as  his 
tool  in  council,  to  obftrudt  the  concurrence  of  the  legiflature. 
At  this  time  great  animofities  were  prevailing  in  the  province, 
occasioned  by  a  charter  juft  before  granted  by  Mr.  De  Lan¬ 
cey,  conftituting  a  college  for  the  education  of  youth,  upon 
a  foundation  which  happened  to  enkindle  the  general  difguft. 
The  majority  of  the  houfe,  apprehending  the  lofs  of  their  feats 
on  a  future  election,  fhould  ,they  afford  it  the  lealt  affiftance, 
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found  themfelves  obliged  rather  to  countenance  the  popular  re- 
fentment.  A  gentleman  of  diftindion,  with  whom  Mr  PowS 
advifed  on  the  fubjed  of  his  commiffion,  thought  it  a  uru- 
dent  ftep  to  open  his  meffage  in  part,  to  thofe  members  of 
the  affembly  who,  on  the  above-mentioned  account  were  then 
in  the  oppofition.  Several  of  the  leading  SS 

.La,‘ed”o  W„:  ,heWhf™h  ,h'  h0Uf'  ,  T'  ruch  *  lifpoMon 

appeared  to  join  in  the  fcheme  propofed,  that  it  was  beyond 

^Ir*  De.  s  Power  to  obftrud  it.  Out  of  piaue  howe- 

ver  to  Mr.  Shirley,  to  whom  this  expedition  was  iolely  com- 

SIdre  vofe6  Er  T»  C^m ,  *°  fufPend  execution  of 
and  hv  rh'ic  r  c  enera  raddock  s  approbation  was  obtained  t 

radons!  *  OCCafloned  a  confiderable  delay  in  the  ope- 

General  Braddock,  being  now  arrived  in  Virginia  fen t 
expreffes  to  the  feveral  governors  to  meet  him,  in  order  to  a 
confultation  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  approaching  campaign.  ... 
This  convention  was  opened  on  the  14th  of  April  *,  at  A- 

San.f‘a  ln,  Virg'nia-.  .  He[e  i!:  appeared,  that  thro’  mifrepre- 
fentations  from  Virginia,  the  general  was  injoined  to  proceed  rm- 

medtately  to  Port  Du  Quefne.  Thofe  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  country,  could  not  help  obferving,  that  a  march  from, 
Potowmac  acrofs  the  Allegheny  mountains,  mull  be  attended 
with  incredible  difficulty,  hazard,  and  expence  that  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  New  York  to  Canada  —  its  fort  of  Ofwego  on  Lake 
Ontario  --  together  with  the  advantages  of  water  carriage  ... 
rendered  that  province  by  far  the  fitted  theatre  of  adion.  Brad- 
dock  s  oroers  were  neverthelefs  poficive.  —  For  the  preferva- 
tion  therefore  of  Ofwego,  and  the  reduction  of  Niagara,  it  was 
at  length  agreed,  that  Shirley’s  and  Pepperel’s  regiments  ffioukt 


'  JaS  m  ,prcP°ff'd  t0  lllve  held  at  Annapolis  in  Mary. 

Mite  the-V^lT  a  ’  -Th0i  '  ‘7’  thc  multiplicity  ofliisPafF,i.s  did  not 
*  ,  ;e  tdl  AP"'’,  has,be,en  charged  with  delaying  Braddock’s 
7,  i  J car  thiee  weeks  tho  it  is  notorious,  that  delay  wasocca- 

fnesd  The  he  {  r®  °f  *,he  V,rS,,lia  cent, ail  for  the  nec.rffary  Ap¬ 
plies  1  he  general  vvts  afterwa  ds  obliged  to  enter  into  a  new  ne 

with  gentlemen  >n  Pcnfylvania ;  which  was  net  compleaud  lilt  the  2.7th 

of.  May,  neat  fix.  weeks  f.em  the  conclufion  of  the  congrefs. 
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proceed  to  Lake  Ontario,  —  •  while  General  Bpaddock  attack-  1 755;' 
ed  Fort  Du  Quefne  —  and  the  provincial  troops,  commanded 
by  General  Johnfon,  marched  to  invert  Crown  Point. 

These  resolutions  being  taken,  Mr.  Shirley  began  his  journey  shiiley 
to  Bofton,  to  prepare  for  the  expedition  under  his  immediate  returns  to 
command  *,  to  forward  that  under  Col.  Johnfon  ;  and  to  quicken 
the  departure  of  the  New  England  troops,  now  afiembled  by 
his  Majcfty’s  directions,  for  reducing  the  French  fettlements  in  Northern 
Nova  Scotia.  On  his  way,  he  fpenc  fome  time  in  conference  Expediti?. 
with  Cob  Schuyler,  a  gentleman  of  fortune  and  courage,  who,  or 
out  of  difinterefted  love  to  his  country,  was  engaged  to  head 
a  regiment  of  500  men,  raifed  and  maintained  by  the  province 
of  New  Jerfey.  In  New  York,  he  was  retarded  a  few  days 
to  confult  with  General  Johnfon,  and  remove  fome  objections 
made  by  Mr.  De  Lancey  to  the  form  of  his  commiflion  ;  * 
and  in  Connecticut,  to  haften  the  affemblihg  the  troops  of  that 
colony  f . 

The 

» ■ 

•  s 

•  Mr.  Johnfon  hid  his  commiflion  from  the  governors  of  the  provinces* 
which  furnifhed  the  troeps  under  his  command  j  the  draft  of  which 
was  fettled  at  Alexandria;  The  Lieut  Governor  of  New  York  now 
thought  proper  to  repeat  thofe  very  objeftions,  which  had  been  there 
over-ruled.  This  unaccountable  conduit  gave  Mr.  Johnfon  great  un- 
eafurefs,  who  could  not  obtain  Mr,  De  Lancey  }s  commiflion,  till  pro¬ 
per  notice  was  taken  by  General  Shirley  of  fo  maniPeft  an  obftiuction 
to  the  operations  o!  the  campaign. 

j*  Coiam&icut  had  voted  one  thoufand  men  for  the  Crown  Point  expe¬ 
dition  and  given  afTurance*  of  500  more,  if  the  fervice  fo  required. 

New  York  was  to  fupply  800  ;  but  thro*  the  delay  occafiontd  by 
the  fufpending  claufe  above  meniioned  in  the  vote  of  our  afLinbly, 

Mr.  De  Lancey’s  brother  was  fent.  into  Connecticut,  to  obtain  leave 
for  recruiting  the  quota  we  were  to  furnifh,  in  that  colony  ,  as  men 
might  there  be  railed  more  fp^sdily  than  in  the  province  cf  New 
York.  Mr,  Shirley  being  ,at  Hartford*  during  this  application,  was 
told  br  G  overnor  Fitch,  that  if  Coaneftieut  complied,  they  Ihouid 
conlider  themlelves  difengaged  from  the  afTurances  given  of  500  more 
than  their  own  quota,  did  the  fervice  demand  it.  This,  with  Mr. 

Oliver  De  Lancey 's  declaration  —  that  it  himfelf  ftyauld  accept  the 
command  of  the  N'-w  York  regiment,  ht  could  in  ten  days  taifethe 
whole  number  in  this  province,  induced  Mr  Shirley  to  oppofe  the  ap¬ 
plication  ;  ic  appearing  to  him  not  improbable,  that  the  fervice  miphe 
afteiwards  icquiic  the  ieinfoicemcnfc  Ufeud.  In  confluence  of  which, 

,  only- 
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ttJ.lcE'SZ  Coh'winn'w®  Jtsu, th'  “ 

V.,l  of  the  pay  mailer  for  the  norThem  d,S  V’  "l"'" 

..d  fail,  1  and  o„  the  4th  July 

for  Alt,.-  Regiment  having  patted  by  for  that  place,  in  twenty-one  t  Jn 
nr.  fporcs,  a  few  days  before.  V  twenty-one  tran- 

About  this  time,  the  colonies  were  filled  wiih  univerfal  iov 

on  the  agreeable  news  that  the  New  England  croons  were  Z* 
NoTa  Sco  i?.  °ihBeeah'f'j”“r  “d  Bay  V",r>  on  ,hc  »■">«•  of 

and  S'Y  dbrfr  V°,,1J,Urgh’  “  French  fu^Z, 

and  Alc,hde^ad„d  tl'rmlnr  H\ml,CaPiU‘  ^  ^ 

BraJdock  General  Braddock  was  now  on  his  march  toward*  the 
iSSr,  ghu,06“f'he a^Viabr  111  °rdc,  to'i'  Id  Fort 

land.  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Penfyl vania.  From  Fort  fumber- 
land  to  Fo-t  Du  Quefne,  the  d, fiance  is  not  Ids  than  rao  mfie 
Mr  Biaddock  began  his  march  from  the  former  on  the  Jth 
o  June  }  leaving  the  garnfon  under  the  command  of  Col  Innes 
Innumerable  were  the  difficulties  he  had  to  furmounr  jn  g 

*  ^  L  ,  ^  r  -  unknown,  acrofs  the  Allegheny 

Fr°>T T’  l  rwr°  Un/rfqu?ttd  W00ds*  ard  dangerous  dTfiles. 
Prom  the  little  meadows  the  army  proceeded  in  two  divifions: 

At  he  head  of  the  firfi,  confifting  of  ,400  men,  was  the  ge- 

nera!  himfilf  with  the  greatefi  part  of  the  ammunition  and  !r- 

tillery.  I  he  fecond,  with  the  provifions,  (fores,  ana  heavy  bag- 

|  f  -  r.  ^  |  ^  ^  ^  was  man  more  confi- 

ent  of  luccef,  than  this  brave,  tho’  unfortunate  officer.  Be- 

mg  ar  vifed  at  the  great  meadows,  that  the  enemy  txpetfed 

a  reinforcement  of  500  regular  troops,  he  puffied  on  by  forced 

only  *00  rcc-uits  were  furniflied  New  Yoik  frcih  thence  - 
incident  for  y  f  blurley’s  adverfaiies  to  incenfe  the  pec  pie  of  New 
Yo.k  tgtinft  hi",  ;  to  which  ptii pole  it  was  induftrioufij  applied  , 
tbo  his  condud  in  that  a  lair  was  prudent  and  .ation.l ;  and  tho’ by 
repeated  letteis  to  Lieut  Governor  De  Lancey,  he  to.  k  pains  tote- 
wove  any  mdundcrilanding  at  a  jundture  lb  tmfcafonablc 

marches. 
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marches,  with  f b  much  dilpatch,  that  he  fatigued  the  foldiers,  1 755- 
weakmed  his  horfes,  and  kit  his  fecond  divifion  near  40  miles 
in  the  rear.  The  enemy  being  not  more  than  200  Itrong  at 
their  foit  on  the  Ohio,  gave  no  obftiudion  to  the  march  of 
our  forces,  till  the  memorable  9^  ot  July  — —  a  day  never 
to  be  forgotten  in  the  Annals  ot  North  America.  About  noon 
our  troops  puffed  the  Mondgahcla,  and  were  then  within  ftvtn 
miles  ot  Fort  Du  Quefne.  —  Unapprehenfive  ot  the  approach 
ot  an  enemy,  at  once  was  the  alarm  given,  by  a  quick  and 
heavy  fire  upon  the  vanguard,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Gage.  Im¬ 
mediately  the  main  body,  in  good  order  and  high  fpirits,  ad¬ 
vanced  to  tuftain  them.  Orders  were  then  given  to  halt,  and 
form  into  battalia.  At  thisjunSure  the  van  falling  back  upon 
them,  in  great  confufion,  a  general  panic  feized  the  whole  body 
of  the  foldiery  *,  and  all  attempts  to  rally  them  proved  ut¬ 
terly  ineffectual.  The  general  and  all  the  officers  exerted  their 
utmoft  adivity,  to  recover  them  from  the  univerfal  furprize 
and  diforder  ;  but  equally  deaf  were  they  to  intreaties  and  com¬ 
mands.  During  this  fcene  of  confufion,  they  expended  their 
ammunition  in  the  wildeft  and  molt  unmeaning  fire.  Some 
difcharging  their  pieces  on  our  own  parties,  who  were  advanced 
from  the  main  body  for  the  recovery  of  the  cannon.  After 
three  Hours  fpent  in  this  melancholy  fituation,  enduring  a  terrible 
flaughter,  from  (it  may  be  faid)  an  inviftble  foe,  orders  were 
given  to  found  a  retreat,  that  the  men  might  be  brought  to 
cover  the  waggons.  Thefe  they  furrounded  but  a  ffiort  fpace 
of  time  :  for  the  enemy’s  fire  being  again  warmly  renewed 
from  the  front  and  left  flank,  the  whole  army  took  to  imme¬ 
diate  flight  ;  leaving  behind  them  all  the  artillery,  provifions, 
ammunition,  baggage,  military  cheft,  together  with  the  general’s 
cabinet,  containing  his  inftruClions  and  other  papers  of  confe- 
quence.  So  great  was  the  confirmation  of  the  foldiers,  that 
it  was  impofiible  to  flop  their  career,  flying  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation  three  miles  from  the  field  of  aCtion ;  where  only 
one  hundred  began  to  make  a  more  orderly  retreat. 

*  *  ,  1 

What,- was  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  has  hitherto  remained 
to  us  uncertain.  According  to  Indian  accounts,  they  exceeded 
not  400,  chiefly  Indians  :  and  whither  any  were  (lain,  is  ftill 

to  be  doubted,  for  few  were  feen  by  our  men,  being  covered 

^  "  -  -  ~  by 
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I755-  by  (lumps  and  fallen  trees.  Great  indeed  was  the  deftruftion 
^  ™  °«  Me.  -  Numbers  of  officers  liciSccd  their  live!  thro" 
lingular  bravery.  Extremely  unfortunate  was  the  whole  ftaff. 
The  general,  after  having  five  horfes  foot  under  him,  received 
a  wound  in  his  lungs  thro’  his  right  arm,  of  which  he  died 
in  four  days.  His  Secretary,  eldelf  fon  of  Major  General 
Shirley,  a  gentleman  of  great  accbmplilhments,  by  a  (hot  thro’ 
the  head,  was  killed  upon  the  fpot.  Mr.  Orme  and  Capt. 
Morris,  aid-de-camps,  were  all  wounded.  Of  the  44th  regi¬ 
ment,  Sir  Peter  Haiket,  Colonel,  was  flain,  with  feveral  other 
officers  v  and  Lieut.  Col.  Gage  wounded.  Lieut.  Col.  Burton, 
of  the  48th  regiment,  was  among  the  wounded  ;  and  many 
gallant  officers  perifhed  in  the  field.  Our  whole  lofs  was  about 
leven  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

caufcs'tbt  .  T°  What  Caufe  th‘S  unhaPPV  oataflrophe  is  to  be  afcribed, 
deieatwas  has  been  matter  °f  much  inquiry  and  animated  debate.  The 

a.'crihed  officers  charged  the  defeat  to  the  cowardice  of  the  men  :  but, 

in  a  representation  they  made  to  Mr.  Shirley,  by  order  of  the 

Crown,  they  in  fome  meafure  apologize  for  their  behaviour _ 

alledging,  that  they  were  harrafied  by  duties  unequal  to  their 
numbers,  and  difpirited  thro’  want  of  provifions  ••  That  time- 
was  not  allowed  them  to  drefs  their  food  :  That  their  water 

/the  only  liquor  too  they  had)  was  both  fcarce  and  of  a  bad 

quality  :  In  fine,  that  the  provincials  had  dilheartned  them,  by 
repeated  fuggeftions  of  their  fears  of  a  defeat,  fhould  they  be 
attacked  by  Indians  •,  in  which  cafe  the  European  method  of 
fighting  would  be  intirely  unavailing.  But,  my  Lord,  however 
cenfurable  the  conduit  of  the  foldiery  may  be  thought,  Mr. 
Braddock,  too  fanguine  in  his  profpeds,  was  generally  blamed 
for  neglrdling  to  cultivate  the  friendlhip  of  the  Indians,  who 
offered  their  affiftance  ;  and  who,  it  is  certain,  had  a  number 
of  them  preceded  the  army,  would  have  feafonably  difcovered 
the  enemy’s  ambufcade.  The  Virginian  rangers  alfo,  inftead  of 
being  made  to  ferve  as  regulars  in  the  ranks  with  the  Englilh 
troops,  fhould  have  been  employed  as  out-lccuts.  But  this 
ftep,  fo  ncctflary  to  guard  againft  furprize,  was  too  unhappily 
omitted  ;  the  whole  army,  according  to  the  reprefentation  above 
mentioned,  following  only  three  or  Jour  guides. 


When 


When  the  routed  party  joired  the  fecond  divlfioru  forty  1755; 
miles  ihort  of  the  place  of  atfion,  the  terror  diffufed  itfdf 
thro*  the  whole  army.  Your  Lord fhip  might  naturally  txpcd: 
to  hear,  that  Col.  Dunbar  then  intrenched  himfelf,  and  called  piecipi- 
on  the  neighbouring  colonies  tor  immediate  reinforcements  ;  --  tardy  to 
as  by  fuch  a  ftep  the  enemy  might  have  been  detained  at  ^orr 
Fort  Du  Quefne,  prevented  from  ravaging  the  frontiers,  or 
throwing  fuccours  into  Niagara.  But  alas  !  my  Lord,  an  infa¬ 
tuation  iVemed  to  accompany  all  our  mealures  on  the  fouthern 
quarter.  Fearful  of  an  unpurfuing  foe,  all  the  ammunition, 
and  fo  much  of  the  provifions  were  deftroyed,  tor  accJlcra- 
ting  their  fl  ght,  that  Dunbar  was  adualiy  obliged  to  lend  for 
thirty  horfe  loads  of  the  latter,  before  he  reached  Fort  C  um¬ 
berland  —  where  he  arrived  a  very  few  days  after,  with  the 
fluttered  remains  of  the  Englifh  troops. 


Om  Mr.  Braddock’s  unhappy  cataftropne,  the  command  of 
his  Majefty’s  farces  in  North  America  devolved  upon  Mcjor 
General  Shirley.  I  before  acquainted  your  Lordfaip  of  his 
return  to  New  York,  and  departure  from  thence  to>  Albany, 
where  he  arrived  the  beginning  of  July. 


Maj  G^« 
vhi*  I«yaf. 
finals  die 

command 


Albany,  my  Lord,  was  the  grand  theatre  of  all  the  prepa¬ 
rations  tor  the  northern  expedition  againft  Fort  St.  Frederick, 
as  well  as  that  to  the  weftward  for  the  reduction  of  Niagara.; 

The  genera],  on  his  arrival  there,  found  net  the  former  in  the 
forwardnefs  he  had  reafon  to  expedt.  The  provincials  difcon-  < 
tended  with  the  inactivity  of  a  long  encampment,  Major  Gene¬ 
ral  Lyman  was  obliged  to  make  fhort  marches,  to  prevent  thtir 
difbanding  ;  and  the  general  was  therefore  detained  awhile  in  L  detain, 
that  city,  to  hinder  fo  fatal  an  event.  His  own  troop'  in  the  e<l  at  AI*» 
mean  time  were  filing  off,  in  'different  diviliom,  from  She-  ba,1>* 
nedtady,  towards  Ofwego. 


Oswego,  along  the  accuftofndd  route,  is  computed  to  be  a-  » 
bout  300  miks  weft  from  Albany.  The  firft  fixteen  to  the  oi\veeo.° 
village  of  Shenedtady,  is  land  carriage,  in  a  good  waggon  Toad. 

From  thence  to  the  Little  Falls,  in  the  Mohawk  River“«t  fi$ty- 

five 
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2755.  five  mites  diftance,  the  battoes  *  are  fet  againfT  a  rapid  ftream  * 
which  too,  in  dry  feafons,  is  fo  (hallow,  that  the  men  are  tre- 
quemly  obliged  to  turn  out,  and  draw  their  craft  over  the  rifts 
with  inconceivable  labour.  At  the  Little  Falls,  the  portage  ex¬ 
ceeds  not  a  mile  *  the  ground  being  marffiy  will  admit  of  no 
wheel-carriage,  and  therefore  the  Germans  who  refide  here,  tranf- 
port  the  battoes  in  fltds,  which  they  keep  (or  that  purpofe* 
The  fame  conveyance  is  ufed  zt  the  Great  Carrying  Place,  fixtyi 
imles  beyond  the  Little  Falls  ;  all  the  way  to  which  the  cur¬ 
rent  is  (till  adverfe,  and  extremely  fwift.  The  portage  here  *$/ 
longer  or  (horter,  according  to  the  drynefs  or  we  ntfs  of  the 
ftaions.  In  the  lad  fummer  months,  when  rains  are  not  fre¬ 
quent,  it  is  ufually  fix  or  eight  miles  acrofs.  Taking  water 
again,  we  enter  a  narrow  rivulet,  called  the  Wood-creek,  which 
leads  into  the  Oneiua  Lake,  diftance  forty  miles.  This  dream, 
tho*  favourable,  being  (hallow,  and  its  banks  covered  with  thick 
woods,  was  at  this  time  much  obdrufted  with  old  Jogs,  and 
fallen  trees.  The  Oneida  Lake  ftretches  from  ead  to  Wed  about  , 
thirty  miles,  and  in  calm  weather  is  pafifed  with  great  facility. 
At  its  weftern  extremity  opens  the  Onondaga  River,  leading 
down  to  Ofwego,  fituated  at  its  entrance  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  Lake  Ontario.  Extremely  difficult  and  hazardous  is  the  paf- 
fage  thro*5  this  river,  as  it  abounds  with  rifts  and  rocks  5  and 
the  current  flowing  with  furprizing  rapidity.  The  principal  ob- 
ftrudlion  is  twelve  miles  fhort  of  Ofwego,  and  is  a  fall  of  a- 
bout  eleven  feet  perpendicular.  The  portage  here  is  by  land,, 
not  exceeding  forty  yards,  before  they  launch  for  the  lad  time. 

Your  Lordship,  from  this  account,  will  readily  conceive,, 
that  thro*  fuch  a  long  amphibious  march  an  army  mud  pro¬ 
ceed  with  prodigious  rifque  and  fatigue  ;  and  the  battoes  be 
nectffarily  conduced  by  perfons  (killed  in  the  navigation,  and 
enured  to  hardfhips.  For  this  fervice  General  Shirley  had  en¬ 
gaged  all  the  young  men  in  the  county  of  Albany,  who  for¬ 
merly  had  been  employed  in  the  Indian  trade  at  Ofwego  :  and  a, 
vift  number  of  battoes  were  prepared  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
troops,  ftores,  and  provifions. 

*  A  battoe  is  a  I  ight  flat-bottomed  boat,  wide  ft  in  the  middle,  and  at 
each  end  (harp  pointed,  of  about  1500  weight  buithcn,  and  managed 
fry  two  fiftep  with  paddles  and  letting-  poles* 

Oswego 

~  .  •  * 
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©sir ego  was  formerly  garrifoned  by  twenty  five  m eft  *,  but 
^>n  the  commencement  of  our  prelent  dif putts,  the  number  was 
augmented  to  fitly.  Early  this  fpring  fifty  more  were  ordered 
up  °  and  about  the  latter  end  of  May,  Capt.  Broadfireet  arrived 
t  cre  with  2  jo,  befides  workmen  to  be  employed  in  the  naval 
preparations,  purfuant  to  the  fchtme  cor.certtti  in  the  congrdsof 
commiffioners  at  Albany  the  lalt  fumraer. 

Col-  Schuyler’s  New  Jerfry  regiment  embarked  in  two  divt- 
fions  from  Scheneftady,  the  brginning  of  July.  Shirley’s,  and 
Fepperell’s  were  preparing  to  follow,  when  the  melancholy  news 
of  Gen.  Braddork’s  defeat  reached  that  place.  This  ftruck  a 
general  damp  on  the  fpirits  of  the  foldiers,  ar  d  many  delerted. 
Great  numbers  of  the  battoe-men  difperfed  themfelves  into  the 
country,  and  fled  to  their  refpefttve  habitations.  To  engage  the 
return  of  above  half  the  fugitives,  equally  ineffe&ual  were  threats 
or  promifes,  rewards  or  pumfhments.  The  general,  howevtr, 
fcnfible  of  the  importance  of  the  fervice,  purfued  his  march  in 
fpite  of  every  vexatious  difappointment.  As  he  paffed  their  coun¬ 
try,  he  called  upon  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  at  fume  of 
their  cattles  ;  and  fent  embafiadors  to  the  reft,  prefling  them  to 
join  him,  with  afiurances  of  his  protedtion.  But  they  feemed 
in  general  greatly  difinclined  to  our  weftern  operations.  Indian 
affairs  had  been  too  long  neglected  by  the  province  of  New 
York,  to  which  the  principal  management  of  them  has  always 
been  committed.  Neither  the  fums  allotted  for  prefents  to  thofe 
favages,  were  always  by  our  governors  fairly  expended  ;  nor  the 
prefents  themfelves  honettly  diftributed.  And  partly  thro*  re¬ 
peated  frauds*  and  the  omiflion  of  proper  meafures  to  conciliate 
their  favour,  our  intereft  with  them  amounted  to  little  more 
than  a  bare  neutrality.  Mr.  Johnfon  neverthehfs  pretending  a 
mighty  influence  over  them,  wasintrufied  with  5000  I.  fterling, 
in  order  to  engage  their  afliftance  for  the  general  benefit  of  his 
Majefty’s  fervice.  For  this  purpofe  he  held  a  congrefs  with 
fome  of  their  principle  fachems  at  Mount  Johnfon  foon  after 
his  return  from  Alexandria. 
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1 7 55-  Vour  Lordship  is  pleafed  to  infid  upon  my  “  defcendrnZ 
^  Y  ^  “  into  a  detail  of  every  tranf.eiicn ,  how  minute  foever  that ■ 
“  can  &ive  any  liiht  int0  lbi  mere  furet  fprines  of  our  political 
Anecdote  1  1  ^therefore  acquaint  your  Lofdfhip,  that  upon' 

Ot  John  £he  Sen^rai  s  ar.rivaI  at  Albany,  Mr.  Johnfon  laid  before  him  a. 
fen  a  d  c°py  °<  the  minutes  of.his  late  treaty  with  the  Indians.  Thefe 
ShiiJey,  rninui.es,  it  feems,  contained  fome  unhandfome  rcfledlions  upon 
his  excellency  ;  infinuating,  that  to  treat  feperately  with  them, 
he  had  employed  one  Lydius,  a  perfon  of  rrot  the  molt  unex¬ 
ceptionable  charafter,  either  for  loyalty  or  integrity.  The  finole 
reafon  upon  which  the  furmife  could  be  founded  was  this.  Ly- 
diu',  who  formerly  lived  near  Lake  George,  and  whole'  Indian, 
acquaintance  was  very  extenfive,  had  offered  the  general  his  af- 
fi  (lance,  in  procuring  the  jundion  of.  a  number  of  them,  on 
the  defigned  expeditions.  Upon  which  he  wrote.to  Mr.  John¬ 
son,  intimating  the  pleafure  it  would  give  him,  if  he  could  make 
any  ufe  of  this  man  in  his  Majsffy’s  fervice.  On  delivering, 
diofe  minutes  into  the  general’s  hands,  Johnfon,  fenfible  of  the 
infinuation,  told  him,  he  intirely  difipproved  the  refledion  they, 
feemed  to  contain,  and  appeared  afhamed  of  its  infertion.  Hav¬ 
ing  perufed  the  paper,  Shirley  could  not  avoid  complaining  oL 
the  ill  ufage  ;  while  the  other,  with  folemn  vows  protefted,  he. 
was  not  privy  to  it,  and  importuned  him  to  return  the  minutes, 
that  he  might  erafe  the  obnoxious  palTage.  The  former  confi¬ 
ded  in  the  fincerity  of  his  proteftations,  but  foon.  after  had  a- 
bundant  reafon  to  diflruft  his  integrity. . 

.  The  general  had  applied  to  one  Staats,  who  refided  near  AI-. 
bany,  and  had  a  coofiderable  interefl  with  the  Indians  of  Stock- 
bridge  *.  He  propofed  to  him  his  raifing  a  company,  of  them, 
as  a  guard  to  the  battoes  in  their  paffage  to  Ofwego.  .  Pri-. 
vately  was  this  man  intimidated  from  the.  undertaking  ;  ancL 
Mr.  Johnfon,  to  induce  him  .  to  break,  thro’  his  promifes,  of¬ 
fered  him  a  captain’s  commiffion,  could  he  engage  an  Indian  com-j- 
pany  to  proceed  on  the  expedition  under,  his  own  direction. 

*  Stockbridge,  by  the  Indians  called  HcuDtonnc,  lies  upon  the  weflern 
confines  of  ihe  Maffachufetts  B*j,  in  *h.‘  caftern  parts  of  the  province 
of  New.  Y;ik.. 

Your:; 
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Your  Lordship,  being  already  informed  of  this  gentleman’s 
appointment  to  the  command  of  the  provincial  army,  by  the 
intereft  of  General  Shirley,  will  fcarce  have  patience  at  the  re¬ 
cital  of  a  conduct  fo  aftonifhing  and  ungrateful.  I  he  lecret, 
my  Lord,  was  this.  --  Mr.  Johnfon  was  never  diftinguifhed  tor 
his  fenfe  or  penetration.  He  had  now  for  his  aid-de-camp  Capt. 

Wraxal,  a  man  of  art  and  genius,  who  a  few  years  before  had  . 

been  appointed  fecretary  for  Indian  affairs, ■  and  clerk  of  the  city  die  gene, 
and  county  of  Albany.  Governor  Clinton  had  granted  a  com-  i»l,  and 
million  for  the  latter  of  thofe  offices,  before  the  date  of  Wraxal’s 
fign  manual.  A  fuit  was  therefore  commenced,  and  is  ftill  de¬ 
pending  between  him,  and  the  perfon  in  pcffefiion  of  the  office, 
iufpended  on  the  determination  of  a  point  of  law.  .  Upon  this 
account  Wraxal  became  a  humble'  dependant  on  Lieut.  Gover¬ 
nor  De  Lancev,  before  whom,  unlefs  fuperfeded  in  the  chief  com¬ 
mand,  the  cafe  muft  be  determined  upon  a  writ  of  error  :  The 
latter,  who  had  been  a  declared  enemy  to  Johnfon,  throughout 
the  whole  of  Clinton’s  adminiff ration,  and  had  even  prevented 
the  affembly  from  difeharging  a  very  equitable  demand  he  had 
againft  the  province  for  lerv ices  and  difburfements,  now  deter¬ 
mined  to  fall  in  with,  and  fet  him  up,  in  competition  with  Shir¬ 
ley.  Wraxal’s  poft  and  dependancc  afforded  a  fine  opportunity 
for  the  purpofe  ;  and  fo  Johnfon  became  firongly  attached  to 
the  Lieut.  Governor.  Your  Lordfhipwill  no  longer  wonder  at  Ev;]ffreftj  j 
his  procuring,  all  the  Indians  he  could  prevail  upon,  to  join  f,f  iu‘  k 
the  provincial  troops  under  his  own  command  ;  or  at  Ins  at¬ 
tempts  to  excite  others  to  embarrafs  and  obftrudt  the  general’s . 
defigns  upon  the  Lake  Ontario.  In  fupport  of  a  charge  fo  heavy 
as.  this,  1  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  afiign  the  following 
inftances  :  i.  Not  an  Indian  joined  General  Shirley  at  Schenedta- 
dy,  agreeably  to  Mr.  Johnfon’s  pofitive  afiurances.  2.  Nor  at 
either  of  the  caftles  in  the  five  cantons,  as  he  palled  thro’  them 
to  Ofwego  :  but,  on  the  contrary  ;  3,  One  Bant,  an  Onondaga  ^ 

(three  of  whofe  fons  were  in  Johnfon’s  army  )  at  the  head  of 
feveral  other  Indians,  declared  to  Mr- Shirley  at  Ofwego,  that 
it  was  a  place  of  trade  and  peace  —  that  there,  fhould  be  no 
war  there  —  and  that  he  fhould  not  diffurb  the  French  •,  ad-  '■* 

ding  that  he  was  going  with  the  like  meffage  to  Canada..  The 
general  having  convinced  him,  that  the  expulfion  .cf  the  French 
from,  their  encroachments  muff  redound  to  the  advantage  of  the. 
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•as  ncvcrtndtls  certain,  4,  fcveral  oth!? Indans  mind'h'"''’ t* 
Onondaga  caftle,  with  a  be  it,  declarine  itm  h  !  '  d/,on)  the 

!t  Bjohnf„„,  his ^*32 :«,hz  53^3 
jnm  the  King  s  troops,  under  the  command  o(  General  SbTle^ 
5-  Others  alfo,  from  the  Seneca  Oneida  ina  r  »  5>ni» ley. 

concurred  in  the  like  reports  ,  par  ticularl’y  one  rXX  TnT 
d.an  of  great  fame,  a,  d  a  fpeaker  at  the  l.  te  codgrefs  ac  M  unrl 
Johnfon,  carre  to  Ofwego.m  his  way  to  Ofwaeatic  or  la  p  11 
and  defired  the  ct ffrtion  of  ail  military  defiant  .  .Gdl,'tte» 

-  with  the  fame  requeft  he  was  going  \o  the  French.1™"8’  ^ 

It  was  with  difficulty,  my  Lord,  thefe  Indians  were  reconri 
Jed  to  our  attempts,  detained  at  Oiwego,  and  thereby  prevented 
from  communicating  our  operations  to  the  enemy.  The  general 
from  thele  inftances,  became  more  and  more  fufpirious,  that  the 
fadion  at  New  York  were  endeavouring  to  embarrafsand  i.n- 
pede  his  measures.  What  farther  confirmed  his  fufpicions  that 
the  Lieut  Governor  of  New  York,  with  that  view.made  Mr  John- 
fon  his  inftrument  was  a  letter,  which  after  his  arrival  at  Olw,e  j 
he  received  from  the  latter  wherein  hejuft.fied  that  very  alpe.fiun 
before  difavowed,  contained  in  the  minutes  above  recounted. 

■4  *  * 

TVIv  Lord,  we  will  now  leave  Mr.  Shirley  at  Ofwegn  •  and‘ 

■purfue  1  he  courfe  of  tranfaCtions,  as  well  at  New  York  as  in 
£he  fouthern  colonies*  * 

*S".  ™h'dl  Fort  Combe, lend,  dilpatchcd  «  |„. 

to  Phila-  exprels  to  General  Shiriey,  with  an  account  with  the  defeat 
delphia  and  t“e  neciuary  returns  refpeCting  the  troops  under  his  command! 
acquainting  him,  moreover,  with  his  intention  of  marching  to 
Philadelphia,  and  his  hopes  of  meeting  his  orders  at  Shippenf- 
burgh.  About  the  fame  time  Mr.  Dinwiddie  wrote  to  Dunbar 
propofing  a  fecond  attempt  on  Fort  Du  Quefne.  But  a  council 
being  thereupon  held,  the  members  of  which  were  Col.  Dunbar 
Lieut.  Col.  Gage,  G®vernor  Sharpe,  Major  Chapman,  Mejur 
Spa  ke,  and  Sir  John  St.  Clair,  it  was  unanimoufly  conceived, 
that  Mr.  Dinwiddle’s  feheme  was  impracticable.  The  very  next 
«day,  being  the  fecond  of  Auguft,  Dunbar  began  his  march  to¬ 
wards 


wards  Philadelphia, with  1600  men, four  fix  pounders,and  as  many 
cohorns  ;  leaving  behind  turn  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  com¬ 
panies,  and  axiut  400  wounded.  At  this  fudden  dt  partuie  o 
the  forces,  the  Virginians  were  extremely  difobliged,  as  not  only 
expofma  their  frontiers,  and  occafioning  the  daily  defcrtion  of 
ihcir  provincials  but  becaufe  the  enemy,  in  flying  parties  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  province,  aad  on  many  of  the  inhabitants  com¬ 
mitted  robberies  and  murder.  What  judgment  ought  to  be  form¬ 
ed  of  this  retreat,  l  leave  your  Lordlh  p  to  determine.  Certainly 
thofe  fouchern  colonies  ought  to  have  (tiengthened  General  Brad- 
dock  with  a  large  body  of  provincial  forces,  which  had  doubt- 
lefs  prevented  all  this  tffufion  of  blood  and  treafure  ---  the  fatal 
confequence  of  their  ill  judged  parfimony  /  Upon  the  advices 
received  from  Dunbar,  Mr.  Shirley  gave  orders  for  renewing 
the  attempt,  if  the  fouthern  colonies  would  readily  affoid  him  a 
competent  reinforcement.  > 


1755^ 

h  roi. rieri 
of  Virgi¬ 
nia  le’t 
expofed* 


A r other 
attempt 
on  Fort 
1  }nQuefne 
prepoftd. 


Governor  Morris  having  convened  the  Penfylvania  afTembly,  Bur  Pen. 
informed  them  of  the  retreat  of  our  army,  and  in  a  well-drawn  U  I««nta 
pathetic  fpeecb,  preffed  them  to  the  molt  vigorous  meafures  for  ])Cf 
the  defence  of  their  borders.  They  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  vote  Ald 
for  railing  50,000  1.  but  offering  a  bill  for  taxing  the  proprie-  ^ 
tary-eftate,  an  immediate  rupture  enfued,  of  which  your  Lord- 
fhip  is  long  fince  acquainted,  by  the  ample  accounts  in  fundry  Vjr 
late  pamphlets  on  that  and  fimilar  fubjcCts.  As  to  Virginia  -  provjdes 
now  equally  open  to  the  irruptions  of  the  enemy,  four  companies  IOr  her 
of  rangers  were  ordered  out,  and  the  affembly  voted  40,000  1.  frontier 
for  furnilhing  a  thoufand  men  for  the  frontier  defence.  About  defence 
the  fame  time,  met  the  council  and  affembly  of  New  Jerfey,  a  ouc> 
and  the  latter  voted  30,000  1.  for  the  publick  fervice  :  but  as  Newjer* 
the  houle  propofed  to  prolong  the  currency  of  the  bills  for  fcy  cnljr 
nine  years,  to  which  Mr.  Belcher,  who  never  fwerves  from  his  continue*, 
inftrudtions,  not  being  able  to  affent,  15000  1-  only  was  raifed, 
and  its  ufc  reftiitted  to  keeping  on  foot  her  rtgiment  at  Ofwego,  pay 
commanded  by  Col.  Schuyler.  At  New  Yoik,  the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives  affembled  on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  and  fet  out  with  ^ 
a  generous  fpirit.  Agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  the  Mafiachufctts  mcnI  wiTh 
Bay  government,  always  foremoft  in  military  affairs,  they  reiol-  iefj,ed  to 
ved  to  reinforce  the  provincial  army,  deflintd  for  Crown  Point,  the  rem. 

with  4'jo  men.  The  bill  was  actually  palled  the  houfe  for  that fo:cctncut 

purpofe  5, 


> 
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purpofc  ;  and  the  council  had  determined  to  conceal  from  their 

know  ege,  the  contents  of  a  kconti  letter  from  Gen.  Shirley  to 
Col.  Dunbar,  of  the  7th  of  Augult,  in  which  he  ordered  him 
to  proceed  with  his  troops  to  Aloany,  for  the  protection  of  th£ 
important  polt,  in  cafe  the  colony  forces  fhould  meet  with  a  re- 
pulle.  By  this  bill  the  affembly  propofed  to  inveft  the  refpec- 
t.ve  captain,  of  the  city  militia  with  an  arbitrary  power  to  draught 

r/;r  TJetT'  The  dcfig“  0t  thls  extraordinary  pJ-ft 

ren  ,U  Pfefcd  t0  f'rv*  a  Particular  purpole,  on  a  new  eledion  of 
reprelentat.ves,  which,  according  to  cuftom,  it  was  thought  would 

immediately  enfue  the  arrival  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  who  was 

loon  expected  with  a  commiffion  for  the  chief  command  of 

n.s  province  It  certainly  was  a  f  vourite  bill  *  for,  contrary  to 

precedent,  the  Lieut.  Governor  came  to  the  council  board  *  and 

paired  them  to  pals  it  :  but  when  he  perceived  an  amendment 

preparing  for  a  ballet  ot  the  recruits  in  New  York,  as  well  as  in 

the  other  counties,  he  immediately  laid  the  general’s  letter  to 

Lunbar  before  the  houfe  —  in  conf  quence  of  which,  the  defDn 

of  a  reinlorcement  inlfantly  dropped,  and  the  aff.mbly  adi’our- 
ned  the  next  day.  7  .  J 


ence  over  T  ArTER  wbat  1  have  already  recounted,  your  Lordfliip  will  not, 
theilTm-1  Prclume»  beat  all  lurprized,  to  find  Mr.  De  Lancey  leaving 
bly.  no  cevice  untried,  to  maintain  the  lole  direflion  of  the  allemoly. 

He  knew  that  on  his  interelf  with  the  reprelentatives  depended 
hi.,  credit  with  the  mimftry  ;  and  that  with  the  expiration  of  his 
power  (o  carry  certain  points  of  prerogative,  would  alio  expire 
their  opinion  of  his  importance.  His  agents  in  England,  to  lup- 
,p@rt  t.ieir  patron,  had  hitherto  amufed  a  certain  noble  Lord  with 
many  fpeuous  promifes.  They  had  reprefented  his  capacity  to 
fei  ve  t  ie  Crown  in  very  magnificent  terms  ;  nor  forget  his  rea- 
ciinefs  to  procure,  whenever  an  opportunity  presented,  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  the  houfe  to  feme  favourite  in ftr unions.  Hence  it 
is  evident,  that  the  lofs  of  his  afcendancy  over  that  branch  of  the 
leg  nature,  muft  naturally  terminate  in  the  extinction  of  his  gran¬ 
deur  derived  from  the  Crown. 


Beiore  the  aJminift  ation  or  Governor  Cofhy,  it  was  cuffornary  for  the 
ftv  e 'll 011  tv.  Lie  p,c  trnt  in  the  council,  even  when  fitting  in  their  le- 
giil.iiv"  capacity.  But  lince  that  peiiod,  they  have  not  openli  inter- 
T-otH  h.  the  coniultaticns  of  that  branch  of  the  legillatuie. 


Whiuk 
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■While  he  held  the  reins  of  government,  aflumed  on  Sir  Dan-  1755." 
Vers  Ofborne’s  deceafe,  the  miniftry  had  none  to  infpedt  his  con-  v^y 
dudf,  or  trace  him  thro’  the  mazy  labyrinth  of  his  politics. 

From  himlelf  came  all  their  intelligence,  and  hence  undoubted¬ 
ly  none  in  his  own  disfavour.  During  thefe  golden  days  of 
fecurity  and  repole,  he  refigned  himlelf  to  pleafure,  and  indul¬ 
ged  his  natural  difpofition  to  vo  uptuoufnels  and  eafe.  The 
province,  the  mean  wnile,  was  principally  governed  by  his  fe- 
cretary  ;  who  like  a  fecond  Atlas,  bore  the  chief  burden  of  the 
Hate.  Thus  negligent  of  his  politics,  his  popularity  began  to 
fuffer  a  manifeft  declenfion.  It  was  moreover  notably  abridg-  Hispopu- 
ed  by  his  palling  the  charter  before-mentioned,  repugnant  by  ,ar.“y  de- 
his  own  confeffion,  to  the  diftates  of  his  judgment.  By  this  c  mes* 
ftep  he  incurred  fuch  general  umbrage,  that  the  very  members 
of  the  affembly  could  not  be  wrought  upon  to  confirm  it; 

Nay,  fo  difgullful  to  the  people  was  this  charter,  that  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  moft  reputable  inhabitants  united  againft  it  in  a 
petition  to  the  houfe.  Civil  liberty,  and  by  fome,  even  the 
rights  of  confcience  were  imagined  to  be  in  danger  ;  and  the 
oppofition  being,  as  it  were,  pro  arts  focis ,  was  extremely 
animated.  The  Lieut.  Governor  became  now  apprehenfive  of 
the  confequence.  He  ftood  upon  the  point  of  refigning  his 
command  to  a  fuccefTor  hourly  expedted  ;  and,  without  re¬ 
gaining  his  feat  as  chief  juftice,  his  popularity  appeared  de¬ 
fending  from  its  meridian  :  nor,  in  cafe  of  a  dilfolution  was 
he  infenfible  his  authority  with  the  houfe  mult  fufrer  a  total 
eclipfe.  Your  Lordlhip  cannot  therefore  but  obferve,  of  what 
moment  it  was,  to  fecure  the  friend  fhip  of  the  next  governor. 

Permit  me  to  mention  the  arts,  whereby  it  was  accomplilhed. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy  arrived  in  our  harbour  on  the  2d  of 
September  1755.  The  council  immediately  convened  themfelves  theearof 
for  his  reception.  In  the  midft  of  their  confultations,  Mr.  O-  his  fuc- 
liver  De  Lancey,  without  leave  of  the  board,  bolts  into  the  ceffor  » 
chamber,  and  modeflly  interpofes  his  advice,  to  fend  a  meffage 
to  Sir  Charles,  requeuing  his  continuance  in  the  fhip,  till  the 
next  morning.  The  reafon  alfigned  was,  to  gain  time  for 
drawing  out  the  militia,  to  receive  his  excellency  at  landing, 
with  the  formality  and  honour  due  to  his  rank.  But  the  true 
fecret  was,  to  gain  an  opportunity  for  the  Lieut.  Governor, 
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2755.  and  a  feledi  junfto,  to  pafs  the  evening  with  him,  in  order 
to  conciliate  his  graces,  and  give  him  early  imprtffions  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  their  party.  The  next  day,  the  governor  publifhed 
his  commiflion  ;  and  was,  by  Mr.  De  Lancey,  invited  to  a 
public  entertainment.  In  the  evening  they  conduced  him  to 
the  common,  to  hear  the  acclamations  of  the  people  ;  and  on 
every  occafion,  followed  him  with  fervile  court  and  adulation* 
To  imprefs  a  high  fenfe  of  his  predeceffor’s  popularity,  they 
fpared  no  pains.  For  this  purpole  alfo  they  intrigued  with  the 
aflfembly*  and  city  corporation,  two  eledtive  bodies,  and  thence 
under  his  influence.  Of  the  latter,  Mr.  Oliver  De  Lancey,  as 
alderman,  was  a  member  ;  and,  with  true  fraternal  affedtion, 
ftimulated  the  board  to  infert  in  their  addrefs  a  compliment 
to  his  brother.  A  modeft  motion,  my  Lord  /  and  fo  vehe¬ 
mently  urged,  that  it  was  carried,  tho*  not  without  fomeop- 
pofition.  The  burden  of  that  momentous  paflage,  without 
which  the  whole  had  been  jejune  and  infipid,  was  difeharged 
in  thefe  terms  —  46  IVe  have  the  greateft  reafon  to  expeft  the 
44  continuation  of  that  wife  and  happy  adminiJlration7  we  have  been 
44  blefi  with  fGme  time  pajt Still  greater  was  Mr.  De  Lancey’s 
intereft  in  the  afifembly,  as  l  have  already  had  the  honour  to 
acquaint  your  Lord  (hip.  But  one  gentleman  in  that  houfe  op¬ 
posed  the  flattery  of  their  addrefs.  He  is  a  man  of  an  af¬ 
fluent  independent  fortune,  a  bold  unfhackled  fpirit,  and  of  ftrong 
natural  parts.  The  addrefs  was  calculated  to  fecure  De 
Lancey’s  power  both  with  governor  and  people  :  the  former* 
by  difplaying  to  Sir  Charles  his  formidable  intereft  in  that 
houfe  the  latter  by  preventing  a  diffolution  1  than  which  no¬ 
thing  was  the  objett  of  greater  dread.  44  It  bas7  5/r,  (thefe 

Ci  are  the  expreffons)  been  ufual  in  this  colony ,  at  the  acceffion 

«  of  a  new  governor ,  to  give  the  people  an  opportunity  of  a 
14  new  eleftion  of  reprefentatives .  If  your  excellency  conceives*  - 

'  g{  that  fucb  a  meafure ,  in  the  prefent  Jlate  of  affair s7  will  be 

confident  with  his  Majejly's  fervice ,  and  the  fecurity  of  this 
«<  bis  loyal  colony ,  it  will  be  agreeable  to  us ,  and  to  the  people 
u  we  have  the  honour  to  reprefent . 

c«  THE  importance  of  the  bujinefs  under  our  confederation ,  and 
u  the  difpatch  necejfary  to  accomplijh  it,  will  plead  our  excufe 

u  to  your  excellency,  for  not  being  earlier  in  this  addrefs. 

'■  —  •*-  ‘  ~  . .  ~  “  And 
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«  And  here ,  Sir,  we  Jhould  have  ended ,  w?  not  injustice 

«c  hound  to  fay  Jotne  acknowlegement  to  the  adminiftration  of  S?5S* 
your  excellency's  predeceffor  the  Lieut .  Governor  ;  wZw/e  up - 
*€  r/£#/  intentions ,  /<zr  opportunities  of  difcover - 

tended  to  his  Majejly's  honour  and  fervice,  and 
the  welfare  and  profperity  of  this  colony." 

Mr.  Di  Lancey  is  one  of  the  mod  fortunate  of  men. 

While  the  people  impatiently  expe&ed  a  diffolution,  an  exprefs 
arrived  on  the  12th  of  September,  with  a  confufed,  but  a- 
larming  account  of  an  adtion  at  Lake  George.  This  rendered 
it  neceffary  for  Sir  Charles  Hardy  immediately  to  proceed  to 
Albany*  Thither  the  Lieut.  Governor  accompanied  him,  and 
had  thereby  a  fair  opportunity  to  ingrofe  and  cajole  him.  I 
fhall  fufpend  the  relation  of  his  fucccfs,  till  I  have  laid  before 
your  Lord  (hip  the  progrefs  of  the  provincial  army,  and  their 
repulfe  of  the  French. 

Major  Gen.  Lyman,  being  advanced  with  the  troops  to 
the  Carrying- Place,  about  60  miles  from  Albany,  was  waiting 
the  arrival  of  General  Johnfon,  who  fet  out  from  thence  on 
the  8th  of  Auguft,  with  the  train  of  artillery.  Lyman  had 
begun  a  fort  at  the  landing,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Hudfon’s 
River,  now  called  Fort  Edward.  About  the  latter  end  of  the  fort  u 
month,  Gen.  Johnfon,  with  the  main  body,  moved  forward  14  the  Car- 
miles  more  northerly,  and  pitched  his  camp  at  the  fouth  end  of  ry**8- 
Lake  George,  before  called  St.  Sacrament.  By  fome  Indians, 
who  had  been  fent  out  as  fcouts,  he  received  the  following  ad¬ 
vices  :  —  That  they  had  difeovered  a  party  of  French  and 
Indians  at  Tinonderoge,  fituate  on  the  ifthmus  between  the 
north  end  of  Lake  George  and  the  fouthern  part  of  Lake  Cham¬ 
plain,  15  miles  on  this  fide  Crown  Point  ;  but  that  no  works 
were  there  thrown  up.  To  have  fecured  this  pafs,  which  com¬ 
manded  the  route  to  Crown  Point  thro*  the  Lake,  had  been 
a  meafure  extremely  advifeable.  Mr;  Johnfon,  informed  of  its 
importance,  on  the  ill  of  September  wrote  to  Gen.  Shirley, 
that  he  was  impatient  to  get  up  his  battoes  ;  propofing  then 
t©  proceed  with  part  of  the  troops,  and  feize  upon  that  pafs. 

The  French  however  took  advantage  of  the  delay,  and  cut  out 
work  enough  for  him  at  his  own  camp. 
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Dicfkau 
defigns  to 
rtiuce 
Ofwego  ; 


but  is  di¬ 
verted. 


He 

marches 
to  attach 
General 
Jofcnfon. 


.  troops  which  failed  from  Bred  in  the  fpring,  amoun¬ 

ting  to  about  3000,  your  Lordfliip  knows,  eight  companies 
were  taken  with  the  Lys  and  Alcide  men  of  war,  who  fell  in 
with  our  fleet  commanded  by  Admiral  Bofcawen.'  One  thou- 
fand  were  landed  at  Louifburgh  ;  and  the  refidue  arrived  at 
Quebec,  with  Monf.  de  Vandreuil  governor-general  of  Canada, 
and  Baron  Diefkau,  commander  of  the  forces.  The  French 
Court,  well  apprifed  of  the  Angular  confequence  of  Qfwe^o* 
had  determined  to  reduce  it.  Such  being  the  baron’s  inftruc- 
tions,  he  immediately  proceeded  to  Montreal  ;  from  whence 
he  detached  700  of  his  troops  up  the  river,  intending  himfelf 
fpeedily  to  join  them  with  the  remainder.  Juft  before  he  had 
made  the  neceflary  preparations,  Montreal  was  alarmed  with  the 
news  of  our  forming  a  numerous  army  near  Lake  St.  Sacra¬ 
ment,  for  the  reduction  of  Fort  Frederic,  and  perhaps  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  the  heart  of  Canada.  Whereupon  a  grand  council 
being  held,  the  baron  was  importuned  to  proceed  thro’'  Lake 
Champlain,  for  the  defence  of  that  fortrefs  :  nor  was  he  with¬ 
out  great  difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  alter  his  intended  route. 

Dieskau,  having  in  vain  waited  the  coming  up  of  our  army^ 
at  length  refolved  himfelf  to  advance  towards  them  ;  and  if 
he  proved  victorious,  to  defolate  our  northern  fettlement,  lay 
the  towns  of  Albany  and  Schenectady  in  afhes,  and  cut  off*  all 
communication  with  Ofwego.  A  dreadful  refolution,  my  Lord  I 
And  had  he  fucceeded  — -  I  tremble  at  the  thought---  had  he 
fucceeded.  But  the  fupreme  Difpofer  of  events  had  not  yet  de¬ 
voted  us  to  ruin  ;  and  therefore,  like  the  counfels  of  Achito- 
phel,  blafted  the  fanguinary  purpofe.  -- 

For  the  execution  of  this  defign,  he  embarked  at  Fort  Sts . 
Frederic  with  2000  men  in  battoes,  and  landed  at  the  South 
Bay  *.  Of  this  movement,  Gen.  Johnfon  had  not  the  leafl: 
intimation,  till  his  fcouts  difeovered  their  aCtual  departure  from: 
the  South  Bay  towards  Fort  Edward.  By  an  Englifh  prifoner 
the  baron  was  told  that  the  Fort  was  defencelefs,  and  our  camp 
at  the  Lake,  when  he  left  it  a  few  days  before,  without  linesP, 

*4  About  1 6  miles  from  the  Englifh  encampment; 

and; 


and  deftitute  of  cannon.  Having  approached  within  two  miles  1 755.' 
of  Fort  Edward,  he  opened  his  defign  to  his  troops,  confif- 
ting  of  600  militia,  as  many  Indians,  and  200  regulars.  To  gUjars 
animate  his  irregulars,  who  feemed  difinclined  to  the  attack  pro-  veile  to 
pofed,  he  affined  them,  that  inevitable  mult  be  their  fucceis  —  the  attack 
“  that  on  reducing  this  fort,  the  Englifh  camp  muft  neceffarily  £ 

“  be  abandoned,  and  their  army  difperfe  in  great  diforder  — 

“  that  this,  would  enable  them  to  fubdue  Albai  y  ;  and  by  ftar- 
ving  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego,  fuperadd  to  their  conqueft  tne 
“  abfolute  dominion  of  Ontario.  ”  With  whatever  intrepidity 
this  harangue  infpired  his  European  troops,  the  Canadians  and 
favages,  fearful  of  our  cannon,  were  utterly  averfe  to  the  fcheme  ; 
but  declared  their  willingnefs  to  furprize  our  camp,  where  they 
expefted  nothing  beyond  mufquetry  j|.  Thus  difappointed  in 
his  principal'  defign,  he  changed  his  route,  and  began  to  move 
againft  the  main  body  at  the  Lake.  Gen.  Johnlon,  on  the  fje  moves 
information  of  his  fcouts,  had  difpatched  feparate  mefiengers  to  tgainft 
Fort  Edward,  with  advice  of  the  enemy’s  approach  towards  our  csmP“ 
that  garrifon  ;  of  which  one  was  unfortunately  intercepted  :  the 
reft  who  got  back,  reported,  that  they  had  deferied  the  enemy 
about  four  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  fort.  In  Head  of  any 


attempt  to  difeover  the  ftrength  of  the  guard  left  with  their 
battoes  at  the  South  Bay,  which  might  eafily  have  been  cut 
off,  a  council  of  war  refolved  the  next  morning  to  detach 
1000  men,  with  fome  Indians,  to  fall  upon,  or,  as  Mr.  Johnfon  , 

expreffes  it  in  his  letter  to  the  feveral  governors  “  to  catchy  j 

the  enemy  in  their  retreat.  ”  On  this  fervice  commanded  Co!/ 
Williams,  a  brave  Officer,  who  met  the  baron  within  four  miles 
of  our  camp. 

The  Englifh,  my  Lord,  were  encamped  on  the  banks  of  . 

Lake  George,  being  covered  on  either  fide  by  a  low  thick- 
wooded  fwamp.  After  the  march  of  the  detachment,  Gen. 

Johnfon  drew  up  the  cannon,  then  at  500  yards  diftancc  from 
the  front.  Trees  were  alfo  felled  to  form  fome  fort  of  breaft- 


work  :  and  this  was  all  his  cover  againft  an  attack  ;  having, 
hitherto  firangely  delayed  the  proper  retrenchments.. 


J|  Our  artillery  was  got  up  to  the  ermp  ficm  Fott  Fdvvard  but  3 
day  or  two  before  the  aftion,  of  which  the  french  had  nc  intelligence. 

About; 
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1755.  About  an  hour  after  Williams’s  departures  heavy  fire  was 
heard  ;  which  evidently  approaching,  Gen.  Johnfon  judged  right- 
our  de-”  that  our  detachment  was  retreating  *  for  the  French  were 
tachmtar.  Superior  in  number,  amounting  to  about  x8oo.  Upon  this  he 
fent  out  a  reinforcement  to  fupport  them  \  which  was  very 
judicioufly  conduced  on  the  death  of  Williams,  by  Lieut.  Co¬ 
lonel  Whiting,  a  Connedlicut  officer,  who  gained  much  applaufe 
at  the  redudtion  of  Louifburgh.  Gen.  Johnfon  informs  the 
governors,  44  That  about  half  an  hour  after  eleven  the  enemy 
‘C4  appeared  in  fight ,  and  marched  along  the  road  in  very  regu~ 
44  lar  order ,  dire 51  ly  upon  our  center  :  That  they  made  a  fmall 
44  baity  about  150  yards  from  the  breaft-worky  when  the  regular 
44  troops  made  the  grand  and  center  attack  %  while  the  Canada 
44  ans  and  Indians  flatted  and  di/perfed  on  our  flanks .  **  This 
halt  was  the  baron’s  capital  error  :  for,  amid  ft  the  confirma¬ 
tion  at  the  camp,  had  he  clofely  followed  up  the  detachment* 
he  had  eafily  forced  their  lines,  and  gained  a  complete  vi&ory* 
But  by  continuing  for  fome  time  a  platoon  fire,  with  little  exe¬ 
cution  at  that  diftance,  our  men  recovered  their  fpirits.  As 
foon  as  the  artillery  began  to  play,  Dielkau  and  his  regulars 
found  themfelves  totally  deferred  by  the  militia  and  favages, 
who  all  fkulked  into  the  fwamps,  took  to  trees,  and  main¬ 
tained  a  fcattered  fire  upon  our  flanks,  for  fome  time,  with 
feated^fc  varia^le  and  intermitting  brifknefs.  Having  now  no  command 
taLn  pri*  °f  anY  Part  h*s  army,  except  his  handful  of  regulars,  the 
foncr»  baron  thought  proper  to  retire  *  which  he  did  in  very  great 
diforder.  A  party  from  the  camp  followed  him,  fell  upon  his 
rear,  difperfed  the  remaining  foldiers  about  him,  and  being 
himfclf  wounded  in  the  leg,  was  found  refting  on  a  ftump, 
utterly  abandoned  and  deftitute  of  fuccour.  Feeling  for  his 
watch,  to  furrender  it,  one  of  our  men,  fufpedling  him  in  fearch 
of  a  piftol,  poured  a  charge  thro’  his  hips  ;  of  which  wound 
he  is  not  yet  recovered.  Upon  his  retreat,  the  militia  and  In¬ 
dians  retired  in  fmal!  parties  :  and  as  the  Englifh  negletfted  to 
continue  the  purfuit,  they  halted  about  four  miles  from  the 
camp,  at  the  very  place  where  the  engagement  happened  in 
the  morning.  Opening  their  packs  for  refrefhment,  they  here 
entred  into  confutation,  refpe&ing  a  fecond  attack.  Why  the 
enemy  was  not  purfued,  when  their  retreat  became  general,  no 
tolcraole  reafon  has  ever  yet  been  afligned  j  and  Mr,  Johnfon* 

in 


confining  0,  f  "Viwat^  *&  5S& 

been  detached  from  tort  hdwarci,  to -  ine  ai 

body.  They  fell  upon  .he  French  the  evening.  P™ 

to  their  confultations,  and  gave  them  rencounter 

M‘  Ginnes  died  of  the  wounds  he  .received  in  dus  ^ounter 

having  fignalized  himfelf  by  a  fp.nt  and  ,CCT^““  that  W0"‘a 

■“«  d0w  h0n0Ur  ■ 10 his  Ste'r  w PthTueut.  Gov;, nor  of  New  RIm„k 
York*  Jd*  hte  he  flood  fo  near  Gen.  JotaJ^  .he  ,*o 

2£  ^^«SKm££  of  tntelhgM.ce  was 

before  its  publication.  I  only  mention  this  clrc“n?“a"c. 
vta  your  Lotdihip,  that  the  moil  tntreptd  foldter  hath  no. 

“‘Tth'e'/Xorthelvelg too  far  —^before  ^  ^ 

£  W'-S  tee'  M‘  Genes’/ encounter  ^ 

was  Sequent)  ye,  the  negleS  of  it  the  next  *T 

'officers,  are  accujed  of 

Spt’and  S&&  with  this 

a/tton  to  clofe  the  prefent  campaign.  It  was  probably  to  avoi 
the  ptofecution  of  the  expedite,  that  he  tranftnittrd 
of  the  battle  to  General  Shirley  >  contenting  httnlelf  w  th  tequef 
tine  Lieut.  Governor  Phipps  to  fend  a  copy  of  his  letter  from 
Bofton,  tho*  his  own  fituation  was  200  mdes  nigher  t0  Ofwego. 

The  gentleman  at  Albany,  to  whom  his  difpatches  were  in 
trufted  fufpefting  their  contents,  and  conceiving  ^eir  conornu- 
Son  to  the  general  abfolutely  neceffary  for  hi,  Majefty  s- 
fervice,  broke  open  the  letter  to  Governor  Phipps,  and  font 

Sn  Th  IT  IndiTn^  durTn^  th°e  whSfof  the  engagement,  feme :  of  The  In  di- 
the  MohawS  only  efeepted,.  retired  from  the  camp  waiting 
the  event  of  the  conflift  at  a  convenient  diftance.  Nor  indeed  was  ^ 
thtir  affillance  expend,  by  thofc  who  knew  their  boated  fidelity 
waT  amere'delufion,  and  Mr.  Johnfon’s  fo  much magnified 
influence,  what  it  has  fince  appeared  to  all  men, 


»•'  ; 
» |  • 

I  * 
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and  left 
our  army 
after  it. 


Major 
Gen.  Ly 
man  rna— 
lieiou  fly 
charged 
with 
cowardice 
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impofture.  They  even  declared  before  their  march,  they  inten¬ 
ded  not  to  engage,  but  to  be  witntffes  of  the  gallantry 70f  o£ 

JL°°P!*  ^1  u  D‘efl?U  WOn  the  da^  equally8 ready  had  they 

been  to  fcalp  their  brethren  the  Engiilh,  as  now  they  appeared 
0  exercife  their  brutal  dexterity  on  the  French.  Moreover 
they  came  in  a  body  to  Albany,  immediately  after  the  battle’ 
on  pretence  of  celebrating  the  fuccef?  of  our  arms,  and  to  con! 
oole  with  the  widows  of  thofe  who  fell  in  the  adion  ThF 
fays  one  of  Mr.  Johnfon’s  encomiafts,  is  their  cullom  •  fob! 
joining  prophetically,  that  they  were  in  a  fortnight  after’  their 
departure  to  return  to  the  camp.  The  favages,  my  Lord,  ob- 

erve  no  fuch  cuftom,  fave  on  the  conclufion  of  an  enterprize  • 

whereas  this  was  fcarcely  commenced  .•  and  as  to  their  return 
is  notorious  they  never  did.  Befides,  had  the  general  the 
real  .ntereft  pretended,  would  he  not,  for  once,  have  induced 
them  to  poftpone  their  triumphant  feftivity,  and  untimely  con¬ 
dolence,  when  their  prefence  at  the  camp,  would  they  reallv 
bght,  was  of  mdifpenfible  necefTity  ;  and  himfelf  in  expectation 

of  a  fecond  attack  ;  nor,  by  the  (train  of  his  letter,  exempt 

from  a  little  perturbation  of  mind  ?  ^ 

To  render  the  luftre  of  this  gentleman’s  charader  ftill  more 
refulgent,  by  preventing  any  one’s  fharing  with  him  the  elorv 
of  the  day,  a  jundo  combined  at  the  camp,  and  framed  a 
letter  impeaching  Mr.  Lyman,  the  fecond  in  command,  of 
auitardly  carriage,  which  they  procured  one  Cole,  a  fellow  of 
no  reputation,  to  fign,  and  convey  to  the  prefs.  A  notable 
mltance  of  the  amazing  latitude  to  which  an  invidious  fpirit  is 
capable  of  proceeding  :  So  true  is  the  poet’s  obfervation. 


■  Men  that  make 

Envy  and  crooked  malice  nourifhment. 
Dare  bite  the  befl: - - 


Shakes?, 


For,  in  reality,  no  man,  my  Lord,  behaved  with  more  mag¬ 
nanimity,  than  the  unfortunate  objed  of  their  jealoufy  •  and 
trom  hls  Superior  merit  ad u ally  arofe  their  malignity,  as' he 


— Minds  that  will  mount  into  filperior  ftate, 
•Climb  milchiet’s  ladder  «*■■■.— 


Richards’s  Meflalina. 


thence 
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thence  rivalled  their  deified  idol.  The  reafcn  why  this  much 
injured  officer  deferred  his  vindication,  was  net  oniy  the  ^grace¬ 
ful  name  of  his  calumniator,  but  becaufe  he  expt&ed  that  jufiice 
from  the  public  who  accordingly,  in  teftimony  ot  his  merit, 
veiled  him,  the  next  campaign,  with  the  fame  important  port. 
But  numbers  of  witneffes  —  eye  witntffs,  utterly  irr  partial, 
and  not  belonging  to  the  camp,  are  ready  to  depofe,  that  by 
them  he  was  leen  fighting  like  a  lion,  and  expofing  his  1  e 
in  the  hotted  of  the  battle  :  not  to  mention  a  gentleman 
of  undoubted  veracity,  to  whom  Gen.  Johnfon,  two  days  after 
the  a&ion,  frankly  acknowleged  in  his  tent,  that  to  Lyman 
was  chiefly  to  be  aferibed  the  honour  of  the  vidtory, 

I  shall  now,  my  Lord,  take  the  liberty  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  Mr.  Johnfon’s  letter  to  the  governors  ;  and  exa¬ 
mine  the  reafons  affigned  againd  purfuing  his  advantage,  as 
well  as  thofe  alledged  for  not  profecuting  the  expedition.  The 
repulfe  ot  the  French  delivered  us  from  fuch  unfpeakable  cala¬ 
mity,  naturally  to  be  apprehended  from  the  enemy  s  fuccefs, 
that  we  have  infinite  reafon  to  thank  the  God  of  Armies, 
for  thus  remaikably  refeuing  us  from  the  jaws  ot  .perdition. 
Nor  ought  we  to  mention  either  our  officers  or  men,  vho 
generally  behaved  as  well  as  could  be  expedted,  without  a  fuit- 
able  tribute  of  gratitude.  But  the  general  s  own  leto  r  will 
enable  me  to  convince  your  Lordfhip,  that  tne  magnificent 
trophies  eredted  to  his  fame,  fprung  wholly  from  the  New- 
York  cabal  •,  whofe  fervices,  when  encirculed  with  his  laurels, 
he  was  ever  after  to  acknowlege  and  retaliate 

—  fana  redemitus  tempora  lauro 

---  veterem  Anchifem  agnofeit  amicum. 

By  this  letter  he  appears  fo  confcious  of  deferving  reprehen- 
fion,  rather  than  applaufe,- that  the  latter  part  of  his  cpiltle 
is  apparently  calculated  to  divert  all  inquiry  into  the  true  reafon 
of  his  not  purfuing  the  enemy,  and  breaking  up  the  campaign, 
without  paving  a  vifit  to  Crown  Point.  Our  men^  fays  be+ 

^  . have  fuffered  fo  much  fatigue  for  three  days  pajty  and  arc 


\ 

*755: 


"Remarks 
on  John¬ 
fon  s  rea¬ 
fons  for 
not  pur¬ 
fuing  the 
enemy,  or 
piofecut- 
ing  his 
expediti« 
on. 


♦  Cel.  John  Renfalair,  of  Albany. 


conjlantly 
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3  755-  “  Cinflantly  j } anting  upon  their  arms  ly  day,  half  the  whole 
l  “  upon  guard  by  night ,  and  the  reft  lie  down  armed  and  ae- 

'*  toutred  j  that  both  efticers  and  men  are  elmcft  worn-out  ” 
I  can’t  help  thinking,  that  had  the  general  begun  his  breaft- 
work  more  feafonably,  and  not  waited  for  intelligence  of  the 
enemy’s  advancing,  before  he  ordered  up  his  cannon,  his  men 
had  been  lefs  fatigued  by  this  redoubtable  adion.  But  left  the 
world  Ihould  remain  in  the  dark  about  the  real  grounds  of 
his  apprehenfion,  he  proceeds----  “  7 he  enemy  may  rally  ;  and 
‘‘we  judge  they  have  cotftderable  reinforcements  near  at  hand.  ” 
I  queftion,  my  Lord,  whether  the  whole  circle  of  hiftory  affords 
a  angle  inftance  of  an  army’s  rallying,  alter  the  flaughter  of 
iooo  men  (his  own  computation)  out  of  about  1800,  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy.  And  whence  he  conjedured  they  had  any 
reinforcements  fo  near  at  hand,  as  not  to  be  able  to  join  their 
routed  detachment,  ftill  remains  one  of  thole  arcana  of  ftate 
which,  by  common  underftandings,  is  not  to  be  fathomed  * 
or,  if  the  French  confided  of  200  grenadiers,  800  Canadians, 
and  700  Indians  (the  baron’s  account  to  the  general;  fo  great 
a  flaughter  as  is  pretended  by  the  letter,  with  the  lofs  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  principal  officers,  and  Monf.  St.  Pierre, 
who  had  the  chief  command  and  influence  over  the  Indians, 
muft  have  reduced  them  to  lefs  than  800.  From  thefe,  one  would 
have  imagined,  there  was  no  danger  of  a  fecond  attack.  Far 
more  probable  was  it,  that  for  fo  momentous  an  enterprize  as 
the  redudion  of  the  forts  before-mentioned,  the  French  had 
muftered  all  the  Forces  they  could  fpare  from  Crown  Point 
and  Tinonderoge,  where  many  of  the  regular  troops  were 
polled  ;  efpecialiy,  as  they  went  unfurnilhed  with  cannon.  Add 
to  this,  that  our  army  was  now  flulhed  with  vidory  %  the 
enemy,  on  the  contrary,  dilconcerted  -,  and,  according  to  his 
account,  moll  of  their  principal  officers,  and  many  of  their 
men,  flain  ;  the  Indians  too,  by  the  death  of  St.  Pierre,  pro¬ 
bably  was  vering  and  diffipated.  This,  if  fuch  were  the  fads,  was 
a  glorious  opportunity  to  difpoflefs  them  of  Tinonderoge.  But 
the  longer  they  were  fuffered  to  fortify,  the  more  arduous  the 
talk  to  diflodge  them,  and  the  greater  the  lofs  of  our  prefenc 
advantage,  refulting  from  their  defeat  and  our  fuccefs.  Befides, 
was  there  any  probability  of  their  return  the  next  day,  to  re- 
affault  the  camp  with  mufquetry,  when  the  effeds  of  our 

cannon 


( 
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eannon  ^admitting  them  to  have  done  the  pretended  executi 
on  *)  was  (till  fo  recent  in  their  memories  ;  and  to  the  In-  ' 
dians,  even  the  firft  time,  fo  vifibly  tremendous  ?  But  the 
cautious  general  fubjoins  44  We  don't  think  it  either  prudent 
4‘  or  fafe  to  be  fending  out  parties  in  fearch  of  the  dead .  99 
I  agree,  it  had  been  more  for  his  Majefty’s  fervice  to  have 
difpatched  them  in  purfuit  of  the  living .  After  a  fhort  para¬ 
graph  concerning  the  wounded,  his  panic  returns  —  44  I  think 
44  we  may  expebt  very  fhortly  a  more  formidable  attack •  99 1 
More  formidable  than  what  ?  Why,  than  that  of  their  regu^ 
lars  firing  at  a  diftance,  and  the  Canadians  and  Indians  run¬ 
ning  away-—  44  and  that  the  enemy  will  then  come  with  ar til- 
44  lery.  99  I  wonder  whither  this  gentleman  expe&ed  to  reduce 
Crown  Point  without  being  expofed  to  the  French  artillery. 
But  whence  this  furmife  of  a  more  formidable  attack,  he  thinks 
not  proper  to  communicate.  It  was  well  known,  the  whole 
force  fent  from  France  amounted  to  about  3000  ;  —  that  of 
thefe,  admiral  Bofcawen  took  eight  companies,  and  1000  were 
in  garrifon  at  Louifbourgh.  Admitting  therefore  that  all  the 
reft  arrived  at  Quebec,  without  any  lofs,  (a  favourable  con- 
ceffion)  the  utmoft  amount  that  reached  Canada  was  about  1700  ; 
of  which  500  were  at  Cadaraqui  :  fo  that,  without  any  allowance 
for  thofe  killed  at  the  camp,  or  in  the  mock  purfuit  which 
enfued,  the  whole  number  of  regulars  that  arrived  with  Dief- 
kau,  and  could  come  againft  him,  but  little  exceeded  noo. 
The  gentleman  proceeds  — -  44  The  late  Col .  Williams  had  the 
44  ground  cleared  for  building  a  fiockaded  fort :  our  men  are  fo 
44  harrajfed ,  and  obliged  to  be  upon  watchful  duty>  that  I  think 
44  it  would  be  both  unfeafonable ,  and  I  fear  in  vainy  to  fet  them 
44  at  work  upon  the  dejigned  fort ,  I  dejtgn  to  order  the  A  ew 
44  Hampfhire  regiment  up  here  to  reinforce  us  ;  and  I  hope 
44  fame  of  the  dejigned  reinforcements  will  be  with  us  in  a  few 
44  days .  When  thefe  frejh  troops  arrive ,  I  Jhall  99  — -  I  dare 
fay  your  Lordfliip  expeds  at  lcaft  the  demolution  of  Fort  S U 

*  The  cannon  were  fo  ill  ferved,  and  highly  elevated!  that  they  did, 
beyond  all  controverfy,  no  execution  at  ah  ;  rone  of  the  dead  being 
obferved  to  have  been  killed  by  cannon*  {hot  :  but  amongft  the 
tops  of  the  trees  1  Jo  and  40  feet  hi#n,  they  made  great  and  ufe- 
lefs  havock. 

G  %  Frederic  1 
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ms-  Frederic  :  nothing  like  it  —  IJhall  immediately  fet  about  bull- 
c#  ding  a  fort.  99  Still  the  ftrongelt  lymptoms  of  terror  ancL 
alarm  .  for,  tis  evident  from  this  paffage,  he  had  now  laict 
afide  all  thoughts  of  profecuting  the  expedition,  fhould  even 
fuccours  arrive,  and  in  greater  numbers  than  were  necefiary. 
All  his  puiflant  purpofes  terminated  now,  “  in  Jetting  about 
‘‘  builaing  a  fort.  "  And  if  indeed  he  thought  Crown  Poinc 
impregnable  by  the  army  then  under  his  command,  above 
4000  ttrong,  he  mull  nectflarily  conclude  it  would  be  found 
lo  the  next  year,  by  double  the  number  :  and  if  then  attempted 
thro’  another  route,  his  grand  fortrefs  at  the  end  of  the  Lake 
was  abfoluttly  ufelels.  Nor  would  it  prove  any  defence  to  the 
country  between  Lake  George  and  Hudfon’s  River,  while  the 
French  could  penetrate  it  by  two  ether  more  ufual  pafTages, 
the.- South  <  Bay  and  Wood-Creek  ;  thro’  the  former  of  which 
they  had  actually  marched  to  his  camp.  And  as  to  their  for¬ 
midable  attack  with  artillery,  whence  could  they  bring  it,  but 
from  Crown  Point  ?  And  if  they  learnt  he  intended,  in  the 
prefenc  campaign,  nothing  beyond  building  a  ftockaded  fort,' 
that  very  intelligence  was  fuff.cient  to. induce  them  to  attack 
the  camp  with  cannon  ;  againft  which,  I  am  confident,  his  fort 
would  make  but  a  very  indifferent  refiftar.ee.  But,  in  reality, 
’twas  moft  probable  they  would  exert  their « fForts  in  ftreng  hning 
Crown  Point  and  Tinonderoge  ;  the  reduction  of  which,  for 
not  improving  our  fuccefs  at  the  camp,  will  coft  us  a  vaft 
addition  >  of  blood  and  treafure. . 

Thus,  my  Lord,  ended  this  expend ve  expedition  in  ereifting 
RefkftL  a  wooden  fort  ;  faulted  by  Mr.  Montrefo  *  ;  and,  I  dare  fay, 
fortune  '  derided  by  the  enemy.-  So  that  if  ever  any  man  obtained 
and  con-  laurels  without  earning  them,  it  was  this  fortunate  general  j. 
duct  of  who,  by  the  fplendid  reprefentations  of  his  fecretary,  and  the  fo- 
this  ge.  vereign  decree  of  his  patron,  is  exalted  into  an  eminent  hero, 
r.sia  ;  To  the  panegyrical  pen  of  Mr.  Wraxal,  and  the  —  -  fic  volo  fic 
jubeo  ---  of  Lieut.  Gov.  De  Lancey,  is  to  be  afcribed  that  migh¬ 
ty  renown,  which  echoed  thro’  the  colonies,  reverberated  to  Eu= 
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ropr,  and  elevated  a  raw  unexperienced  youth  into  a  kind  of 
fecond  Marlborough  •  — 


Fortunate  puer,  tu  nunc  eris  alter  ab  i!lo. 

So  capracious  is  fortune,  and  fo  fond  of  fporting  with  human 
affairs.  The  emperor  Severus  (  I  think  it  is  Herodean  tells 
the  ftory  )  when  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Atras,  the  only 
attempt  in  which  he  had  ever  been  baffled,  thought  himfelf 
conquered  becaufe  he  <  id  not  conquer  :  but  our  hero,  it  ft e m s , 
is  a  conqueror,  becaufe  he  was  not  conquered.  V\  hen  a  ge¬ 
neral  finds  himfelf  attacked  in  his  camp,  a  very  quaker  me- 
thinks,  would  forget  his  principles,  and  follow,  in  ipite  of  Bar¬ 
clay  and  the  meeting,  the  powerful  dictates  of  nature  s  incen¬ 
tive  to  felf- defence.  And  did  the  valour  of  our  warrior  carry 
him  an  inch  farther  ?  Did  he  purfue  an  enemy,  who  by  fly¬ 
ing,  with  the  lofs  of  about  30  men,  exhibited  a  full  proof 
of  a  mod  extraordinary  pufilanimity  ?  Or,  if  his  wound  ('which, 
confidering  it  was  made  by  a  bail  vifible  in  its  flight  to  his 
aid-de*camp,  muft  have  been  very  capacious  )  rendered  his  per- 
fonal  purfuit  impracticable  •,  were  any  orders  given  to  improve 
the  fortune  of  the  day,  and  deflroy  a  fugitive  army  ?  Was 
not  on  the  contrary,  the  noble  ardor  of  thofe  who  offered  to 
purfue,  by  pofitive  orders  reprt  fifed  ;  and  a  poltroon  adverfary 
fuffered  to  efcape,  whofe  recent  cowardice  premiff'd  a  general 
flaughter,  and  who,  in  their  prefent  panicky  had  fallen  a . facri-.* 
fice  to  our  viftorious  arms  ? 


These  are  fadlsof  inconteflible  notoriety  :  '  and  if  your  ^i?y 
Lordfhip  demands,  whence  then  the  accounts  that  fix  or  eight 
hundred,  nay  a  thoufand,  fell  before  the  camp  (  when,  in  reali-  cxi«gera»j 
tv,  the  enemy  loft  not  above  two  hundred  in  all  the  three  en-  ted/ 
gagements,  which  is  lefs  than  our  own  lofs  )  there  is  no  other 
way  of  accounting  for  thefe  glaring  mifreprefentations,  than  that 
it  fuited  our  prefent  fyflern  of  politics  to  have  this  a£lion  ex- 
aggerared  and  magnified.  It  was  neceflfary  to  exalt  Johnfon, 
in  ordertto  deprels  Shirley;  and  they  who  had  reprefcnted  the 
expedition  againft  Crown  Point  of  luch  prodigious  importance, 
thought  it  advifeable  to  render  every  thing  important  that  ws^ 
fcranfadted  in  that  expedition.  Kvery  man  among  us  knew  it 
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hl5VV,m?ofiti<2rn  ?  and  ye£  ran  th«  rifq«e  of  having  his 
head  broke  for  offering  to  doubt  it.  It  was  n®tori0uSS  not 

above  30  of  the  enemy  were  found  (lain  at  the  camo  .*  anA 

Wo  f  Ck°Uld  ncither  %  in£o  the  air,  nor  dive 

into  the  earth.  Where  then  was  the  remainder  >  To  antic! 

pate  the  queftion,  left  any  one  (hould  have  effrontery  enough 

to  ftart  it  —  they  were  carried  off  by  a  flying  enemv  who 

took  to  their  heels  to  fave  their  own  lives  /  afd  yeTwere  fo 

maXnifeft  ab°Ut  dead’  3S  t0  Carry  them  a!l  a!o"g-  Such 
tnamfeft  contradictions  are  we  obliged  to  believe  /  5 


Shirley  ^ay,  to  excule  this  favourite  general,  the  blame  of  not 
abfurdly  following  his  advantage,  has  been  throne  on  Mr.  Shirley  and 
centered,  attributed  to  his  pofitive  directions.  Befides  the  abfurdity  of 
the  accufation,  that  he  could  be  acceffory  to  an  omiflion  of  this 
nature,  it  was  abfolutely  impofiible  for  him  to  know  whether 
the  enemy  would,  at  all  risk  an  attack.  Your  Lord  (hip  will 
confider,  the  general  was  then  at  leaft  36 y  miles  from  the  place 
of  action,  nor  advifed  of  it  till  nine  days  after  it  happened 
But  when  he  received  the  intelligence,  fo  far  from  direding  to 
the  inactivity  of  a  merely .  defenfive  conduCt,  that  he  difpatch- 
ed  repeated  expreffes  to  Mr.  Johnfon,  urging  him  in  the  molt 
pre  fling  terms,  to  purfue  the  advantage  already  obtained  ;  and 
if  unable  to  proceed  in  perfon,  to  commit  the  charge  of  the 
troops  to  Major  Gen.  Lyman  :  or,  if  he  found  it  impracti¬ 
cable  to  inveft  Crown  Point  that  feafon,  at  leaft  to  make  him- 
felf  mafter,  if  poflible,  of  the  enemy’s  advanced  poll  at  Tinon- 
deroge.  —  But  all  was  ineffectual  :  the  laurel  being  already  ac¬ 
quired,  fortune  was  not  again  to  be  put  to  a  defperate  venture. 


We  will  now,  if  your  Lordlhip  pleafes,  return  to  Ofwego, 
where  General  Shirley  arrived  the  21ft  of  Auguft,  and  take  a 
view  of  the  courfe  of  his  proceedings  in  that  quarter. 

Courteof  Your  Lordship  may  remember,  that  the  troops  marched 
proceed.  from  ScheneCtady,  with  fcarce  half  the  number  of  battoemcn 

oiwefw  which  contraded  for  the  fervice  j  and  thefe  by  frequent  de- 
fertions  gradually  decrealed.  Hence  the  tranfportatiori  of  pro¬ 
tons,  thro’  this  long  trad  of  country,  was  fo  much  impeded, 

that 
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that  until  the  latter  end  of  September  it  was  impoflible,  upon  J755s 
that  account,  to  move  from  Olwego. 

The  general  however  had,  in  the  mean  time,  made  all  the  a  council 
neceffary  preparations  for  the  expedition  to  Niagara  :  and  as  of  war 
the  arrival  of  a  large  convoy  with  provifions  was  then  hourly  held  there., 
expelled,  he  held  a  council  of  war  at  his  camp  on  the  18th 
of  September  ;  at  which  were  prefent 

His  Excellency  the  General: 

Lieut.  Col.  Ellifon,  Major  Bradftreet,  Adj.  Gen.11 

Lieut.  Col.  Mercer,  Capt.  Barford, 

Col.  Schuyler,  Capt.  Broadley,  Com.  of  the 

Capt.  Patten,  vtffels  on  the  Lake. 

Major  Littlehales. 


The  general  informed  this  council,  that  thro’  the  great  de- 
fertion  of  battoemen,  the  fcarcity  of  waggons  on  the  Mohawk 
River,  and  the  defertion  of  fledgemen  at  the  Great  Carrying- 
Place,  the  conveyance  of  provifions  and  other  (lores  had  been 
fo  much  retarded,  that  there  had  not  been  at  any  time  fince 
his  arrival,  a  fufficient  quantity  of  dry  provifions  to  enable  him 
to  go  upon  aftion  .*  but  as  a  large  fupply  would  probably  very 
foon  arrive,  he  was  determined  to  proceed  immediately.  He 
thought  proper  to  inform  them  of  his  intelligence  concerning 
the  fituation  and  ftrength  of  the  enemy  —  which  was  to  this 
purpofe  ---  That  before  he  left  the  Oneida  Carry-Place,  two 
trufty  Indians,  with  as  many  Albany  traders,  were  fent  as  fpies 
to  Niagara  ;  who,  after  fourteen  days  abfence,  returned  with 
an  account  —  That  the  Indians  had  been  two  days  in  the  French 
fort  there,  which  was  built  partly  of  Hone,  but  principally  of 
logs,  being  in  a  weak  and  ruinous  condition  —  that  the  gar- 
rifon  confided  of  about  60  French  and  ioo  Indians,  who  faid 
they  had  for  fome  time  expected  900  Indians  and  a  quantity 
of  ftores  from  Canada  ;  but  were  apprehenfive  their  Veflels  were 
taken  —  that  letters  Came  in  frequently  from  Fort  Du  Quefne, 
whence  alfo  they  expedled  a  considerable  reinforcement.  The 
fpies  added,  that  the  Indians  were  difguded  at  the  divifion  of 
the  fpoils,  on  the  defeat  of  General  Braddock,  and  that  the 
French  had  loft  30  men  in  that  engagement  —  that  they  law 
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1755-  n?any  Englilh  fcalps,  with  a  large  quantity  of  cloaths  and  fur-' 
niture  that  the  French  had  there  70  or  80  large  battoes, 
with  which  they  intended  to  meet  and  board  our  veffels  :  and  this 
article  was  confirmed  by  another  Indian,  who  fet  out  alter  the 
fpies,  and  meeting  one  of  our  row- gallics,  cautioned  the  com¬ 
mander  againft  a  nearer  approach  to  Niagara. 

His  Excellency  alfo  informed  the  council,  that  an  Indian 
fpy  had  been  with  the  Outawawas,  who  affifted  the  French  in 
the  aftion  at  Monorgahela  —  that  they  had  declared  their  in¬ 
clination  to  lay  down  the  hatchet  ;  and  that  others  more  weft- 
erly  gave  the  like  intimations  ;  which  had  induced  him  to  dif- 
patch  four  mtfllngers  with  belts  of  wampum,  to  invite  them 
into  our  alliance,  or  at  leaft  to  engage  their  neutrality. 

Upon  the  general’s  arrival  at  Ofwego,  he  thought  it  neceffary 
to  procure  intelligence  from  Frontenac  ;  and  for  that  purpofe 
lent  out  a  party  of  white  men  and  Indians,  who  returned  a- 
bout  the  8th  of  September,  with  information  — -  that  they  land¬ 
ed  upon  an  ifiand,  about  fix  furlongs  from  the  fort,  from  whence 
they  had  a  full  view  of  it  — -  that  it  was  built  in  a  bay,  near 
the  edge  of  the  water,  and  furrounded  by  a  done  wall  ;  the 
land  behind  it  cleared,  and  rifing  in  a  gradual  acclivity  — 
that  two  veffels,  of  about  40  tons  each,  lay  moored  in  the 
harbour,  unrigged,  and  without  guns  — -  that  at  the  ead  end 
of  the  fort  there  was  a  regular  encampment,  and  fix  marquis 
tents  ;  from  the  extent  of  which  they  imagined  it  contained  a- 
bout  3  or  400  men.  ---Upon  the  fide  of 'the  bay,  oppofite 
the  fort,  the  land  proje&ed  about  half  a  mile  •  between  this 
and  the  ifiand  they  were  upon  was  another  little  ifiand,  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  fort,  inhabited  by  about  twen¬ 
ty  Indian  families.  The  fpies  added,  that  there  were  feveral 
other  adjacent  iflands  ;  but  they  clilcovered  no  battoes.  His  ex¬ 
cellency  farther  acquainted  the  council,  that  an  Indian  that  came 
to  Ofwego  about  the  time  of  his  arrival,  and  had  left  Fronte¬ 
nac  nine  days  before,  declared  there  were  30  French  within 
the  fort  ;  a  confiderable  quantity  of  powder,  and  many  guns 
mounted  on  the  furrounding  wall,  which  was  about  fix  feet  thick  ; 
and  the  encampment  without  confided  of  600  foldiers.  The 
information  of  Redhead,  to  the  fame  tffeft,  was  alfo  laid  before 
-  the 
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the  council,  with  the  addition  —  that  there  were  two  encamp-  i 755* 
ments,  one  of  Canadians,  and  the  other  of  regulars,  in  a  hal- 
low,  indifcoverable  from  the  ifland  •,  and  that  he  was  told,  by 
the  commandant,  of  a  much  larger  number  of  troops  ex¬ 
pected  with  the  general,  lately  arrived  from  France  *  when 
they  propofed  to  invert  Ofwego.  Gen.  Johnfon’s  letter  of 
the  ift  of  September,  fignifying,  that  his  fcouts  informed  him 
of  the  departure  of  goo  canoes  to  Frontenac,  was  alfoconfider- 
ed  :  and  from  thefe  articles  of  intelligence  —  the  account  of  the 
arrival  of  the  French  troops  the  fufpenfion  of  all  intercourfe 
between  Frontenac  and  Niagara  —  and  their  lying  ftill  fo  long 
at  the  former  ;  his  excellency  obferved,  it  was  not  improbable 
their  defign  might  be  to  make  a  defcent  on  •  Ofwego,  if  the 
whole  force  proceeded  on  the  expedition  to  Niagara,  which  was 
about  150  miles  to  the  weftward  ;  and  from  whence,  at  that 
advanced  feafon,  they  could  not  return  in  lefs  than  30  days.' 

That  this  was  the  more  probable,  as  Ofwego  was  of  the  greateft 
importance  for  fecuring  the  frontiers  of  the  weftern  colonies, 
maintaining  the  Britifli  dominion  over  the  great  lakes,  and  the 
country  beyond  the  Apalachean  mountains.  -  He  alfo  took  notice  of 
the  defencelefs  ftate  of  Ofwego,  which  would  render  it  necef- 
fary  to -leave  a  ftrcng  garrifon  there  :  that  the  number  of  ef¬ 
fectives  at  that  time  in  the  three  regiments  and  independent  com¬ 
panies,  including  ferjeants  and  corporals,  amounted  to  1376;  and 
that  the  irregulars,  who  were  Albany  men  and  Indians,  procu¬ 
red  by  his  own  emiffaries,  confifted  only  of  1 20.  For  the  bet¬ 
ter  fecurity  of  the  place,  the  general  had  ordered  to  be  built, 
with  all  poffible  difpatch,  a  ftrong  wooden  fort,  capable  of  moun¬ 
ting  cannon,  with  pickets  and  a  ditch,  on  a  high  point,  com¬ 
manding  the  old  fort  on  the  cart  fide  of  the  river.  This  he 
obferved  was  already  begun,  and  would  foon  be  compleated  : 
and  that  for  the  propofed  enterprize,  he  had  built  and  equipped 
a  floop  and  fchooner  of  fixty  tons  each,  two  row-gallies,  each 
of  twenty  tons,  with  eight  whale-boats,  each  capable  of  carry¬ 
ing  fixteen  men.  He  then  informed  them  of  his  intention  to 
embark  for  Niagara,  as  foon  as  the  expeCted  convoy  arrived, 
with  600  regulars,  including  gunners  and  matrofies,  befides  the 
Albany  and  Indian  irregulars,  one  18  pounder,  four  12  pounders, 
a  ten-inch  mortar,  a  feven-inch  hoyet,  two  royals,  and  five  fmall 
fwivel-hoyets,  the  vefitls,  whale-boats,  and  a  competent  number 
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1 755-  hattoes;  leaving  behind  him  700  effectives,  two  12  pounders 
%^TSJ  ten  6  pounders,  fix  3  pounders,  and  eight  cohorns.  ’ 

The  council,  upon  this  reprefentation,  were  unanimoufly  of 
opinion,  in  anlwer  to  the  feveral  queftions  propofed,  that  the 
force  intended  for  the  Niagara  expedition  was  fufficient  :  but 
with  refpetft  to  Ofwego,  fome  imagined  it  would  not  be  de¬ 
fer, fible  :  the  majority,  however,  were  of  contrary  fentiments. 
AI  agreed,  that  a  feint  upon  brontenac,  while  his  excellency  was 
gone  to  Niagara,  was  by  no  means  advifeable.  They  univ. 
Tally  concurred  in  opinion,  that  a  fort  ought  to  be  erefled  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  old  fort  .•  and  that  it  would  be  for  his 
Majefty’s  fervice  to  prepare  materials  for  building  one  or  more 
veflels,  larger  than  any  of  thole  already  upon  the  lake,  capable 
of  mounting  ten  6  pounders,  btfides  fwivels,  two  more  row- 
games,  and  a  100  good  whale-boats. 

Prepara-  ^  In  confequence  of  this  advice,  600  regulars  were  draughted 
proceed*0  •  artlllery  and  ordnance- ftores  fhipped  on  board  the  floop  On- 
on  the  tailI0»  Part  of  the  Provifions  on  board  the  floop  Ofwego,  and  the 
Niagara  refidue  was  ready  for  the  row-gallies,  whaleboats,  and  battoes. 
expedition  While  thefe  preparations  were  making,  the  weather  was  extremely 
wet  and  tern  pell  uous.  The  rains  began  to  fall  fo  heavily  on 
the  1 8th  of  the  month,  that  on  the  belt  chofen  ground  the  tents 
of  the  foldicrs  were  overwhelmed.  As  400  of  the  troops  muft 
have  gone  in  open  boats,  it  was  impoffible  to  pafs  the  lake  with 
any  fafety,  till  the  ftorm  abated  ;  which  was  on  the  26th  of  the 
month,  when  orders  were  immediately  iffued  for  the  embarkation 
of  the  troops  :  but  thefe  could  not  be  carried  into  execution. 
Which  Tho’  the  rains  ceafed  for  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  the  wefiern 
could  nat  winds  began  to  blow  with  redoubled  fury  ;  ar.d  were  again  fuc- 
b«  profe-  ceeded  by  continual  rains  for  thirteen  days  together.  During 
th*  bad-  th‘S  boifterous  weather,  numbers  fell  Tick,  whofe  tents  were  an  in- 
neft  of  *  Efficient  fhelter  :  and  the  Indians,  well  acquainted  with  the  cli- 
the  wea-  mate,  went  off,  declaring  the  fealon  too  far  advanced  to  admit 
ther.-  of  an  expedition  upon  the  lake. 

Another  In  the  midft  of  thefe  difficulties  another  council,  confiding 
council  of  of  the  fame  members  who  compofed  the  laft,  was  called  on  the 
war  held.  27th  of  September.  The  general  acquainted  them  with  the  unto¬ 
ward 
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ward  ftate  of  affairs,  and  fome  of  his  lateft  advices.  He  ob-  1755/ 
ferved  as  follows  —  That  the  preceeding  day,  eight  battoes 
were  arrived,  with  48  barrels  of  flour,  and  13  of  bread  5  fo 
that  there  was  then  14  days  full  allowance  of  thofe  fpecies  of 
provifions  for  2000,  being  the  number  then  in  his  camp  — 

That  he  thought  it  neceflfary  to  take  with  him  21,000  weight 
of  bread  and  flour,  which  for  700  men,  forty  days,  amounted 
only  to  three-fourths  of  the  ufual  allowance  that,  in  fuch  cafe, 
there  would  be  left  with  the  garrifon  only  8000  weight  of 
bread  and  flour,  at  half  allowance  for  only  12  days  :  but,  by 
advices  received  from  the  Carrying- Place  and  Mohawk  River* 
he  had  the  greateft  reafon  to  expedl  fuch  a  quantity  of  pro- 
vifions,  in  a  few  days,  as  would  be  a  full  fupply  for  fome 
months— -  that  a  party  of  men  with  two  officers,  in  whale-boats* 
fent  fevt-n  days  before  to  Frontenac  to  difeover  the  enemy’s  mo¬ 
tions,  were  returned,  with  the  following  report  —  That  they 
went  into  the  harbour,  and  faw  the  fort,  which  appeared  to  be 
a  regular  fquare  faced  with  ftone,  having  four  embrafures  in 
the  front  —  that  the  encampment  confided  of  above  100  tents™ 
that  two  brigantines  of  about  40  tons  each,  and  a  fmall  (loop 
lying  then  at  anchor,  were  rigged,  and  the  fails  of  one  of  them 
bent.;  and  a  number  of  battoes  lay  near  the  walls  of  the  fort. 

He  communicated  to  them  alfo  a  copy  of  the  orders  and  inftruc- 
tions  given  to  the  French  regulars  fent  thither  ;  which  were  taken 
From  baron  Diefkau,  in  the  action  at  Lake  George  :  whence  it 
appeared,  that  ten  companies  of  the  Queen’s  battalion  marched 
from  Montreal  to  Cadaracqui,  in  two  divifions,  upon  the  firfb 
and  fecond  of  Auguft,  together  with  250  Canadians,  exclufive 
of  Indians  :  the  number  of  men  therefore  at  Frontenac,  inclu¬ 
ding  the  garrifon,  might  amount  to  1000  effedlives,  originally 
defigned,  as  appears  from  thofe  papers,  for  an  attack  upon  Oi- 
wego.  He  farther  took  notice  of  the  departure  of  fome  of 
our  Indians,  and  their  unanimous  opinion,  that  the  attempt  a- 
gainft  Niagara  could  not  fucceed  this  feafon  :  on  which  account 
the  remainder  were  refolved  to  return  to  their  refpedlive  cattles  ; 
giving  neverthelefs  the  higheft  afiurances  of  their  willingnefs  to 
join  us  in  much  greater  numbers  in  the  fpring—  that  the  Albany  tra¬ 
ders  were  of  the  hme  opinion,  that  the  battoes,  tho’  well  adapted 
for  the  navigation  of  fmall  rivers,  could  not  live  on  the  lake  in 
fuch  tempeftuous  weather  as  had  continued  for  a  fortnight 
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1 755 •  P3^  "*  ^at  Lieut.  Holland,  who  had  refided  there  above  three 
UOTvj  years,  declared  it  was  commonly  windy  and  wet,  with  few  fair 
days  intervening,  during  the  fall.  —  That  it  was  befides  now 
impra&icable  for  the  vtflfels  and  battoes  to  fail  in  concert  :  and 
as  the  veflels  and  whale-boats  would  not  contain  all  the  fupplies, 
there  was  the  uemoft  danger  of  fpoiling  that  part  of  the  pro- 
vifuns  and  ammunition,  which  mult  be  conveyed  in  the  bat- 
toes  ;  in  confequence  of  which  many  of  them  might  be  cut  off  ; 
it  being  more  than  probable,  from  the  weaknefs  of  their  fort, 
the  enemy  would  attack  them  on  the  lake  — -  that  ,  from  the 
returns  of  the  director  and  furgeons  of  the  hofpital,  the  number  - 
of  the  fick  amounted  to  about  300,  exclufive  of  officers  ;  which  - 
they  imputed  to  the  exceffive  rains,  and  want  of  barracks.  His  - 
excellency  informed  them,  he  propofed  the  eredlion  of  barracks, 

-  and  a  ftrong  redoubt  on  the  hill,  weft  of  the  old  fort,  before 
the  winter  was  too  far  advanced. . 

* 

Tfceiropi*  These  matters,  my  Lord,  were  attentively  confidered  :  .and 
in  on,  and  the  council  of  war  prayed  leave  to  add  to  the  general’s  repre- 
1 3 y 1  fi d e  ^enta^on  That  Major  Bradftreet,  fince  his  refidence  there,, 
the  expe-  was  perfuaded  1650  Canadians  had  pafifed  by  from  Cadaraqui 
dition,  &  to  Niagara,  for  the  Ohio  ;  a  great  part  of  whom,  thro’  icarcity 
ftrepgthen  of  provifions,  he  conceived  muft  then  be  upon  their  return  to 
Olwego.  Canada  ;  and  that  a  confiderable  number  of  French  traders  go 
annually  from  Canada  to  Detroit,  and  other  French  fettlements 
to  the  weftward,  who,-  at  this  feafon,  are  generally  upon  their 
return  :  — -  that  their  paffage  home  is  by  the  way  of  Niagara, 
where,  it  is  very  probable,  they  and  all  the  French  will  tarry, 
as  long  as  their  provifions  admit,,  for  the  defence  of  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  poft.  .  That  there,  were,  then  but  few  proper  battoe- 
men  at  Olwego  :  nor  could  they  be, provided  with  a  iufficient 
number,  as  thofe  who  underfiood  the  management  of  batroes 
were  chiefly  employed  in  the  tr„anfportation  of  provifions  from 
Schenedtady  to  Gfwego,  and  from  Albany  to  Lake  George  5 
and  that  the  foldiers  were  unable  to  conduft  them  to  Niagara, 
the  lake  being  turbulent  generally  five,  days  in.  fix,. 

The  advice  of  the  council,  my  Lord,  was  unanimoufly  ,to  ? 
this  effe& . —  That  the  arrival  of  the.  battoes  with  provifions,, 
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tho’  hourly  expe&ed,  was  by  no  means  to  be  depended  upon,  1 755- 
there  being  fealping  parties  in  the  neighbourhood  •,  one  of  which, 
fince  the°lart  council  of  war,  had  actually  killed  three,  and 
captivated  two  of  the  work- men  employed  in  building  the  new 
fort  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river  :  and  the  cutting  off  the 
battoes  was  the  more  to  be  apprehended,  as  the  Indians  in  our 
alliance  were  now  returning  to  their  caftles.  Nor  did  they 
think  it  advifeable  to  rifk  the  troops  in  battoes  upon  the  lake, 
at  fo  advanced  a  feafon  of  the  year.  .  They  approved  his  excel¬ 
lency’s  intention  of  raifing  barracks  for  the  foldiers  without  de¬ 
lay  ;  and  thought  the  fert  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Onon¬ 
daga  River  ought  to  be  compleated  as  foon  as  pofiible  ;  and 
again  advifed  the  eredlion  of  a  work  for  mounting  cannon  on 
the  eminence  weft  of  the  old  fort  ---  all  which,  in  there  opi¬ 
nion,  could  not  be  effected  before  the  winter  too  far  fet 
in,  without  employing  the  whole  ftrength  then  at  the  place. 

They  were  alfo  unanimoufly  and  clearly  of  opinion,  that  his 
excellency  ought  to  defer  any  attempt  on  Niagara  or  Frontenac, 
till  the  next  fpring  *  when  they  had  great  reafen  to  expeft 
the. jundion  of  a  large  body  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  fome  of 
the  French  allies,  who  had  taken  up  the  hatchet  again!!  the 
Englifh,  and  were  concerned,  on  the  banks  of  the  Monongahela. 

Tie  Tides,  he  might,  in  the  enfuing  campaign,  have  a  greater 
number  of  troops,  whale-boats  inhead  of  battoes,  and  a  moie  pow¬ 
erful  naval  force,  which  they  conceived  ought  to  be  provided 
againft  the  next  fpring/ 

This  advice,  my  Lord,  the  general  proceeded  immediately  Which 
to  carry  into  execution.  Ccmpleating  the  fort  on  the  eaft  wascarri* 
fide  of  the-river,  was  a  matter  of  principal  attention,  becaufe 
fituated  on  a  high  .point  of  land,  at  ioo  yards  diiiance  from 
the  lake,  commanding  the  ground  round  about  it-.--  the  old  fott  at 
450  yards  diftance ---  and  the*- entrance'  of  the  harbour.  Its 
circumference  was  800  feet,  being  built  of  logs  from  20  to  30 
inches  diameter,  and  the  outer  wall  14  feet  high.'  Round  it 
was  to  be  a .  ditch:  14  feet  broad  and  10  deep.'  Within,  a 
fquare  log  houfe  to  .overlook-  the  walls,  and  barracks  for  300 
men.  This  fort,  called  Ontario,  was  to  mount  .16  pieces  of 
cannon.  Another,  called  Ofwego,  was  immediately  -begun,  upon 
an  eminence  450  yards  weft-  of  the  old  fort.f  It  was  a  fquare 
of,  jjo  feet,  with,  baftion  ,  and  a  rampart  of  earth  and  mafonry  5 

which 
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which,  befides  the  parapet,  was  to  be  20  feet  thick  „ 
height,  with  a  ditch  14  feet  broad  and  10  deep.  The  barracks 
w,th,n  were  to  contain  200  men.  This  was  to  mount  Sh 

,of  c“"°"  >  be!"8  made  the  more  defenfible,  at  it  com- 
he  fake  8  ®'  ‘5°  yar<,s  on  thc  cdS'  fro“ 


Thegene- 
rai labours 
to  eftab 
lifh  the 
Indians 
n  our  in- 
•reft. 


And  re-a 
turns  to 
Albany. 


While  thefe  works  were  carrying  on,  the  general  employed 

t’cTeftablifh afom<?ffafyrhatten-t,0?  ?  ^nd'an  affairs-  He  laboured 
to  eltablilh  forhe  of  the  principal  Onondagas,  who  were  thro‘ 

negligence  become  wavering  ;  and  dilpatched  meflages  to  thofa 
-  who  were  gone  from  us,  and  fettled  at  Ofwegatie,  and  to  the 
Meflhfagues  and  Cffippawees  on  the  North  fide  of  the  Lake 
Ontario.  Others  were  fent  to  foment  the  diflaffedion  of  the 
u  ta  tv  a  was,  fgufted  at  the  french  partition  of  the  plunder 

on  Braddocks  defeat.  With  the  Senecas,  the  remoteft  from 
cur  Settlements  of  all  the  five  cantons,  and  therefore  the  moft 
debauched  by  the  French,  he  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  they  now 
difmified  Joncaire,  one  of  their  emiffaries,  whole  father  had 
been  long  iuffered  to  refide  among  them,  in  fpite  of  our  re- 
peaud  remonflrances  ;  and  was  the  chief  preferver  of  the  fort 
at  Niagara.  They  alfo  engaged  to  meet  him,  the  next  cam¬ 
paign,  with  100  of  their  warriors,  and  promifed  for  the  future 
to  ref ufe  the  alfiftance  they  had  formerly  given  the  French,  in 
tranfporting  their  furrs,  with  horfes  and  fleds,  acrcfs  the  Nia¬ 
gara  Carrying- Place  as  neceffary  there,  as  at  any  of  our 
P  ^rtag'^s  between  Schenectady  and  Oiwego,  When  nothing  fur* 
tlier  could  be  profecuted,  the  general  retired  from  Ofweg°o  the 
2_j.tii  of  Odober,  leaving  yoo  men  in  garrifon,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieut.  Col.  Mercer  ;  with  orders  to  continue  the  works 
projeded  for  its  defence. 


Having,  my  Lord,  taken  up  too  much  of  your  time  in  a 
circumltantial  relation  of  the  proceeding  in  this  quarter,  I  lhall 
not  trouble  you  with  any  refledions  upon  them.  Your  Lord- 
fhip  has  feen  the  infurmountabie  difficulties  attending  this  weftern 
expedition  ;  and  will  doubtlcfs  approve  our  not  hazarding  the 
French-  j°ls  of  Ofwego.  That  iuch  would  have  been  the  event,Bhad 
figned  to  Mr.  Shirley  left  the  place  about  the  beginning  of  Odobc-r,  was 
cutoff  wifely  fore  feen,  from  the  advices  he  had  received  :  and  baron  - 
Oia'jgo.  Licfkau,  juft  after  the  adion  at  Lake  George,  allured  a  gen¬ 
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tleman  of  diftindlion  in  the  army,  he  queftioned  not  the  Englifli  1755* 
general  would  make  himfelf  matter  of  Niagara  ;  but  that  the 
French  had  half  the  forces  he  brought  with  him  from  Brett, 
with  a  number  of  Canadians  and  Indians,  at  Frontenac,  ready, 
immediately  on  his  departure,  to  invert  Oiwego,  and  cut  off 
his  retreat. 

While  the  general  was  at  Albany,  after  his  return  from  the  sirGhades 
Jake,  forwarding  the  fupplies  for  the  garrilon  at  Ofwego  ;  pre-  Hardy 
paring  for  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign,  and  examining 
into  the  ftate  of  the  troops  arrived  there  under  Col.  Dunbar  •  the 
city  was  alarmed  by  expreffes  from  General  Johnfon,  -informing,  fane  a* 
that  8  or  9000  of  the  enemy  were  advancing  towards  him.  larm 
Sir  Charles  Hardy,  then  at  Albany,  called  in  the  militia  :  and 
a  detachment  of  the  regular  troops,  with  a  train  of  artillery, 
held  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march  at  a  moment’s  warning. 

But  another  exprefs  gave  reafon  to  believe  thofe  apprehenfions 
were  ill-grounded,  and  General  Johnfon’s  fears  in  feme  meafure 
abated.  It  feems  a  few  Indian  Icouts  had  difeovered  the  tracks 
of  a  large  army  ;  but  Capt.  Rogers,  the  brave  officer  before- 
mentioned,  came  into  the  camp  foon  after  them,  and  declared, 
the  enemy  were  employed,  as  the  general  had  predicted  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Johnfon  of  the  19th  of  Septembtr,  in  throwing 
up  works  at  Tinonderoge.  Upon  which,  the  militia  were  dif- 
mified  to  their  refpedlive  habitations. 

Of  the  malignity  of  the  New  York  faftion  againft  the  ge¬ 
neral,  I  have  already  acquainted  your  Lordfhip  ;  permit  me 
to  prefent  you  with  another  inttance  of  the  fame  fpirit.  A 
mercenary  fcribbler,  of  whom  I  (hall  foon  take  more  particular 
notice,  is  pleafed  to  inform  the  public,  that  “  Cob  Dunbar  with 
“  his  forces,  were  obliged  fix  weeks  to  lie  encamped  at  Albany, 

€<  in  the  rain  and  fnow,  till  barracks  were  built  for  them.  That 
<€  they  were  entirely  obliged  to  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  that  they 

got  a  (tick  of  wood  to  burn.  So  (fays  he)  were  our  forces 
•«  difpofed  of  99 

Albany,  my  Lord,  is  an  old  compact  city,  confiding  of 
3  or  400  well-built  houfes  :  and  at  about  16  miles  N.  W.  from 
it,  is  the  town  of  Schenedtady,  confiding  of  about  150  houfes. 

The  inhabitants  are  far  from  being  indigent :  the  adjacent  country 

abounds 


1 755-  abounds  with  provifions  ;  and  in  fuch  quarters,  your  Lordfoip 
is  ienfible,  his  Majefty’s  troops  will  not  want  neccffaries  ;  efpe- 
cially  fuel ,  in  a  country  covered  with  timber.  Where  then  the 
probability,  that  the  forces,  which  confided  of  1200,  would 
i  fu^er  a  poft  like  this  ?  As  to  the  affair  of  barracks,  my 
Lord,  there  was  a  council  held  at  New  York,  on  the  firft  of 
Auguft,  when  the  news  arrived  of  Col,  Dunbar’s  retiring  into 
winter-quarters,  after  Braddock’s  defeat.  It  was  compofed  of 
Mr.  De  Lancey  the  Lieut.  Governor,  Meff.  Alexander,  Ken¬ 
nedy,  Murray,  Holland,  Chambers,  and  Smith  ;  and  the  opinion 
of  that  board  then  was,  <c  That  not  only  the  King’s  forces  to 
“  the  fouthwardy  but  alfo  tbofe  that  could  be  fpared  from  Nova 
“  Scotia ,  fhould  quarter  near  Albany ,  for  any  future  operations .  ” 
1  his  refolve  Mr.  De  Lancey  tranfmitted  to  the  general  at  Of- 
wego  ;  and  as  Dunbar’s  troops  were  ordered  to  Albany,  for 
the  defence  of  that  Country,  and  particularly  to  make  a  .{land, 
in  cafe  the  provincials  were  defeated  ;  they  had,  methinks,  the 
higheft  reafon  to  expedl  favour  from  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
fpecial  countenance  of  the  government,  even  had  they  been 
quartered  upon  them  as  ufual  :  and  which  at  prefent  is  actually 
the  cafe,  by  exprefs  orders  of  my  Lord  Loudon.  The  general, 
I  fay,  had  no  reafon  to  expedl,  upon  this  head,  any  oppofition 
from  the  civil  magiftrate.  But  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  on  his  arrival 
at  Albany, about  the  26th  of  September, fignified  to  him  by  letter, 
his  apprehenfions  of  uneafinefs  arifing  among  the  inhabitants, 
fhould  the  foldiers  be  quartered  upon  private  families  ;  and  wifhed 
to  have  his  excellency’s  orders  for  building  barracks,  both  there  and 
at  Schcnedlady  ;  left  his  affembly  fhould  not  chufe  to  put  the  pro¬ 
vince  to  that  charge.  He  alfo  expreffed  his  hopes,  if  fuch  an  cxpence 
was  faved  them,  of  their  greater  readinefs  to  raife  more  men,  fhould 
the  fervice  require  it,  the  next  campaign.  The  general’s  anfwer 
to  this  letter  equally  demonftrated  his  integrity  to  the  crown, 
and  concern  for  the  troops.  He  intimated  his  fears,  that  Jthe 
conftruflion  of  barracks  would  be  thought  an  extraordinary  ex¬ 
pence  ;  but  it  being  neceffary  for  the  fervice,  that  Dunbar’s, 
and  the  regiment  of  the  late  Sir  Peter  Halket,  fhould  winter 
in  Albany  and  Schenedlady,  he  complied  with  Sir  Charles’s  re- 
queft  ;  and  defired  him  to  provide  barracks  for  th6fe  regi¬ 
ments  with  all  poftible  diligence,  that  the  troops  on  their  arrival 
in  his  government,  might  not  find  themfelves  deftitute  of  quar* 
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ters.  To  relieve  the  crown  in  the  cxpence,  he  farther  took  notice 
to  Sir  Charles,  of  the  requefl  made  by  his  own  government  for 
drawing  thefe  troops  to  Albany  —  that  they  would  in  a  fpecial 
manner  cover  the  frontier  of  New  York  — -  be  of  fervice  toOfwego 
in  theenfuing  fpring  —  and  that  the  inhabitants  would  draw  very 
large  fums  from  their  refidence  amongft  them.  Nor  did  he  for¬ 
get  to  recommend  an  imitation  of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay  ;  who 
thought  it  reafonable  to  credt  barracks  for  his  own  regiment,  tho* 
they  knew  their  continuance  among  them  would  be  fhort,  deftined 
as  they  were  for  the  wefiern  expedition.  But  that  there  might  be 
no  delay  .in  building  the  barracks,  arifing  from  any  doubt  of  the 
expence  being  paid  by  the  province  of  New  Yoik,  Mr,  Shirley 
informed  Sir  Charles,  that  if  they  would  not,  after  thefe  confide- 
rations,  take  that  expence  on  themfelves,  he  would  defray  it  out 
of  the  contingent- money  in  the  hands  of  the  deputy  pay-mafterr 
Thus,  my  Lord,  if  any  ground  for  complaint  of  the  want  of 
barracks,  Mr.  Shirley  5tis  clear  was  intirely  unfenfurable  ;  and 
if  the  troops,  as  this  libeller  informs  us,  did  fuffer  in  their  tents,-— 
I  fubmit  it  to  your  Lordfhip,  whofe  province  it  was  to  have 
found  them  better  quarters.  But  the  fadl  is,  that  the  barrack* 
were  finifhed,  and  the  troops  quartered  in  them  before  the  firft 
of  December,  fuel  provided  for  them  fufficient  for  the  winter, 
and  all  at  the  expence  of  the  crown. 

The  winter  now  approaching,  commiflioners  were  appointed 
by  the  governments  concerned  in  the  Crown  Point  expedition, 
to  afeertain  their  refpedive  quotas  for  garrifoning  the  forts  Edward 
and  William- Henry,  and  difbanding  the  reft  of  the  army.  After 
this  was  complcated,  the  general  and  Sir  Charles  Hardy  returned 
to  New  York  ;  where  the  former  convened  a  grand  congrefs  of 
governors  and  field  officers,  to  deliberate  on  a  plan  for  the 
operations  of  the  fuccceding  campaign.  But  before  I  enter  upon 
their  tranfadions,  f  (ball  briefly  lay  before  your  Lordfhip  thofe 
between  Sir  Charles  Hardy  and  his  aflembly  ;  which  was  opened 
on  the  fecond,  and  continued  fitting  till  the  23d  of  December. 

I  have  already  ohferved,  that  the  miniftry^  from  the  time  of 
Mr.  Clinton’s  departure  in  1753,  had  been  folicitous  about  procu¬ 
ring  the  confent  of  our  aflembly  to  a  law  eftablifhing  a  permanent 
proviflon  for  the  governor,  and  other  neceflary  officers.  When  Sir 
Danvers  Ofborne  arrived,  he  brought  with  him  an  inftru&ion  for 
that  purpofe j  from  the  terms  of  which  it  was  apparent  that  the 
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.  miniftry  had  it  much  at  heart  ;  and  Sir  Danvers,  before  he  left 
England,  was  made  to  believe  that  Mr.  De  Lancey,  by  means  of 
his  great  popularity,  would  enable  him  to  carry  it  into  execution 
This  I  had  from  a  gmleman,  to  whom  Sit  Danvers  opined 
himfelf,  and  whom  he  confulted  before  his  embarkation  for  his 
government.  The  gentleman  is  a  perfon  of  the  firtt  figure  in 
thefe  colonies  ;  and  being  acquainted  with  the  fyftem  of  politics 
in  New- York,  he  informed  Sir  Danvers,  that  thofe  promifes  were 
by  no  means  to  be  depended  upon  .•  that  Mr.  De  Lancey  was 
anexprefiibly  jealous  of  his  afcendancy  over  the  aflembly,  who 
were  utterly  difinclined  to  a  perpetual  fupport  :  that  he  would 
join  in  no  meafures  that  might  weaken  the  confidence  they  repofed 
in  him  :  that  as  long  as  he  maintained  his  influence  in  their  counfels, 
he  would  virtually  be  the  governor  of  the  province  j  and  there¬ 
fore  upon  the  whole,  his  intertft  and  ambition  would  infallibly 
lead  him  to  keep  every  governor  in  a  ftate  of  dependence  upon 
him.  Sir  Danvers  difliked  fo  difagreeable  a  prediction  ;  and 
many  are  of  opinion,  that  its  accompiilhment  haftened  his  un¬ 
happy  fate.  Excufe  me,  my  Lord*  for  troubling  you  with  a 
relation  of  fails,  a  little  out  of  the  ftriit  order  of  time.  There 
is  an  anecdote  of  Sir  Danvers,  of  which  I  would  not  have  your 
Lordfbip  uninformed.  He  arrived  here  on  the  7th  of  October, 
1753,  under  very  difeouraging  apprehenfions  of  the  people  j  and 
indeed  not  without  reafon,  the  oppofition  againft  Mr.  Clinton 
having  been  carried  beyond  all  decorum.  Governor  Ofbornt’s 
commiffion,  thro*  Mr.  Clinton’s  ablence,  remained  unpublifhed 
till  the  third  day  after  his  arrival.  This  is  ufually  done,  fi  ft 
privately  in  the  council-chamber  ;  and  immediately  after,  in  the 
mod  public  manner  at  the  city-hall.  To  wait  on  his  excellency 
thither,  Mr.  Clinton  came  abroad  ;  an  aftonifhing  crowd  being 
aflembled  at  the  Fort  Gate,  to  attend  the  procefiion.  Mr.  Clin¬ 
ton’s  enemies  were  very  afiiduous  in  exciting  the  popular  accla¬ 
mations  ;  and  the  huzzas  of  the  mob  wtre  fcarce  intermitted  for 
a  moment  There  appeared,  in  fhort  fuch  a  profufion  of  joy, 
accompanied  with  fome  indecent  exprefiions  refpeiting  himlelf, 
as  gave  Mr.  Clinton  juft  reafon  to  fufpedt  more  open  indignities* 
He  therefore  foori  took  his  leave  of  Sir  Danvers,  who  exprtfied 
his  difpleafure  at  the  conduit  of  his  enemies.  This,  my  Lord, 
proved  a  day  of  general  fefiivity  and  Bacchanalian  frolic.  In 
the  evening,  the  city  was  illuminated  .*  the  common  blaz  d 
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with  bonfires  .•  great  was  the  confumption  of  Madeira  %  and  175^- 
every  company  rung  with  maledidions  againft  the  late  com- 
mander  in  chief,  who  was  charged  as  the  foie  procurer  of  the 
new  inftrudion  ;  an  account  of  which  could  only  have  tranfpired 
from  feme  of  the  council.  Sir  Danvers  alone  appeared  unaffec¬ 
ted  with  our  intemperate  revels  ;  and  on  his  countenance  fat 
a  melancholly  gloom.  He  convened  the  council  on  Thurfday 
the  eleventh  of  the  month  ;  and  prayed  their  fentiments  on  the 
probability  of  obtaining  a  permanent  fupgort,  according  to  his 
Inftrudions.  That  the  point  was  unattainable,  they  all  delivered 
.as  their  unanimous  opinion.  He  then  required  the  folution  of 
the  fame  queftion  from  each  member  fevtraliy  ;  and  Hill  from 
each  received  the  fame  reply.  Upon  this,  he  turned  himfelf 
about  in  apparent  diftrefs,  uttered  a  deep  figh,  and  reclining 
his  head  againft  a  window,  in  a  difponding  accent  faid,  44  What 
then  am  1  come  hither  for  ?  **  The  next  morning  -  But1 
I  defift.  T  his  inftiudion,  as  your  Lorcifhip  will  be  pleafe  to 
recoiled,  remained  unrev,  ked  all  the  time  of  his  fucceffor  :  and 
Yis  natural  to  txptd,  thx  the  people  of  this  province  were  very 
inquifitive  whether  it  was  continued  to  Governor  Harcly---They 
we  re  fo.  But  Sir  Charles  did  not  follow  the  example  of  Mr. 

De  Larxey,  in  laying  his  inftrudions  before  the  ©ffcmbly.  1  he 
article  relative  to  the  fupport  has  undergone,  as  I  am  credibly 
informed,  very  few  alterations,  and  thofe  only  in  the  preamble. 

That  it  was  in  fubftance  the  fame,  is  evident  from  his  fpeech 
to  the  houfe,  on  the  3d  of  December,  at  the  opening  of  that 
fefiioii.  His  words  are  thefe  :  44  I  am  commanded  by  his  A 1a- 
*4  jefiy  *°  recommend  in  his  name  without  delay ,  to  cenfider  cf  Si 'Charles 
44  a  proper  law  to  be  paffed,  for  Jett  ling  a  permanent  revenue  Sto 

44  upon  a  folid  foundation,  jor  defraying  the  necejjary  and  eftabliJJjed  j.iS 
44  charges  of  government  \  taking  care  that  Juch  law  be  indefinite ,  bly. 

44  without  limitation  cf  time  ;  and  that  prorificn  be  made  therein 
44  for  a  competent  J alary  to  the  captain  general  and  governor  in 
44  chief  cf  this  his  Majejty' s  province  ;  and  likcwife  for  cctnpc- 
44  tent  faleries  to  all  judges ,  jujtices ,  and  ether  neeffary  and  ujual 
officers  and  minifiers  of  government  :  and  alfo  for  a  certain  per¬ 
manent  Jund ,  for  repairing  and  maintaining  the  fortificaticn$y 
for  making  annual  prefents  to  the  Indians ,  and  for  the  ether 
contingent  expences  attending  that  Jervue  :  and  in  general ,  for 
all  Juch  other  charges  0)  government ,  as  maj  be  fixed  or  ejeer- 

i  2  64  tawed .  ?r 


a 

<c 

4( 
C( 
€  V 


Ml*  4 


i  j5S:  "  taiHeJ.”  The  afiembly  in  their  addrefs  afr^r  «  r„«i  •  , 
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fwer-  PProbat}on  °f  the  meafures  for  garrifoning  the  frontiers  fuHoin 

-  fiS'ZST  ■■  'n'v,wi<hm  TU-^‘l^)S- 

j action,  reconcile  to  cur f elves  your  excellency's  recommendation 

:  iu‘ humll>  ‘"i <• 

»  S  a  '  w  ~  P“«M  •*  «*fci  /»  0»«. 

««  !if  >  •  5  ™r.  ^  "9  MW  to  us,  without  very 

«-  P  IP u  tnco7,vme”aes  10  our  conftituents.  We  therefore  me# 
*  htlmbly  bT  frail  fland  acquitted  in  the  eyes  of  our  Zell 

«  fZZto  s<tve™*?>  V  n’e  fecl™*  a  meajure  fo  direflly  ep¬ 
os  PJ  ,  fentlments  of  aim  oft  every  individual  of  the  colony 

1 Ve  cannot  ,eave  this fubjefl,  without  difclefing  to your  excellent 

„  ^  (mail  in  numbers,  has  cheerfully  bore  very  heavy  expmees  and 
particularly  fupported  its  governors, G?  c/irr  cfficers  of  government 

“  VrZZeZl  T  ^  '»  '*  ^tfnent,  fhould 

••  fra  Ztr'd 7-  V-Blfitb.  m- 

Their  he-  <■,„?*  *1  J  L1^T0N’  my  Lord>  2^d  of  this  fame  affembly  only  a 
Jfavijur  f°t  five  years  and  it  was  refofed  with  indignation  and  vi- 

difkrent  ‘\nce>  Sir  Charles  here  demands  much  more;, and  we  fee  that 
f.omwhn  he  is  anfvvered  with  the  molt  commendable  decency.  To’hefo 

Clin  tow’s"  rn°idlhipin  accounting  for  this  con  trad  iff  cry  behaviour-- 
time,  and  Mr.  De  Lancey  was  bent  upon  expellirg  that  governor  from  the 
thereafon.  Prov.Ince  ;  and  to  gam  his  point,  continually  fomented  the  quarrel 
he  him. elf  excited.  But  Sir  Charles  was  to  be  treated  in  a  diffe¬ 
rent  manner,  and  meafures  more  lenient  were  to  be  purfued.  An 
afcendancy  over  him  would  enfure  to  his  lieutenant  many  advan- 
tages  •,  and  enable  him  to  procure  the  governor’s  affent  to  a  bill 
or  paying  him  a  large  fum,  now  due  for  his  falary  and  other  per- 
quifites,  while  he  had  the  chief  command.  He  might  indeed 
but  durft  not  pafs  fuch  a  bill  himfelf,  and  therefore  it  was  not  of- 
tered.  Accordingly,  the  houfe,  at  their  very  next  meeting,  fent 
up  a  bill  to  the  council,  on  the  4th  of  February,  1756,  for  paying 
the  debts  of  the  government  ;  in  which  he  was  a  creditor  for  near 
4'>e°  1.  But  of  this  I  fhall  haveoccafion  to  take  more  particular 
rotice.  Thus,  my  Lord,  I  will  forfeit  my  honour,  if,  upon  a 
faithful  perufal  of  the  journals  of  afombly,  your  Lord  Chip  doth* 
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not  find  —  the  conduct  of  the  houfe,  and  the  intereft  of  Mr.  De  1755. 
Lancey,  for  ten  or  fifteen  years  pall,  perfectly  to  tally.  ' 

A-  .  I  ^ 

Let  us  now  take  a  view  of  the  tranfaflions  in  the  grand  council  Grand 
of  war,  which  the  general  had  convened  at  New  York,  for  fettling  coi  ned  of 
a  plan  of  the  future  operations.  It  was  opened  on  the  12th  of  De- 
cember,  and  continued  fitting  for  the  Ipace  of  two  days.  1  ho*  the  Ne*Yoik 
invitation  to  the  governors  was  univerlal,  it  confifted  only  of  thtfe  ior  her 
members  :  l}je 

His  Excellency  General  Shirley,  commander  in  chief  of  all  his  f  Pe,at,c»s 
Majefty’s  forces  in  North  America  :  ur 

His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Knight,  governor  and  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  province  of  New  York  : 

The  Honourable  Horatio  Sharpe,  lic-ut,  governor  and  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  province  of  Maiyland  : 

The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  lieut.  governor  and 
commander  in  chief  of  the  province  of  Pennfyl  vania  : 

The  Honourable  Thomas  Fitch,  governor  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut. 

Col.  Thomas  Dunbar  ; 

Col.  Peter  Schuyler  : 

Major  Charles  Craven  : 

Sir  John  St.Clair,  deputy  quarter*  matter  general 

M^jor  John  Rutherford. 

After  adjufting  feveral  points  of  rank, the  members  took  their  feats 
in  the  order  mentioned  ;  and  the  general  opened  the  conference, by 
laying  before  the  council  the  King’s  inflrudions  to  General  Brad- 
dock.  He  then  delivered  his  lentiments  to  the  board,  to  the  fol-  jhe  r 
lowing  purpole  .*  “  That  our  only  entrance  into  Lake  Ontario  was  ral  dcli~* 
thro 9  the  Onondaga  River  to  Ofwego .  No  other  harbour  had  his  vers  his 
Majefty  upon  that  lake^capable  0)  receivtng  veffcls  of  force  :  That  rcndmcnt« 
' Ofwego  was  fuuate  in  the  country  of  the  Onondagas ,  the  centre  ^uncil 
canton  of  the  Six  Nations ,  and  famous  for  the  furr  trade  :  no  0 -  °  ** 
ther  mart  could  we  Iccft ,  for  commerce  cr  correfpondence  with 
thofe  numerous  tribes  of  fav  ages  inhabiting  the  weft  cm  country ,  on 
the  banks  of  the  great  lakes  Erie ,  Huron ,  Michigan ,  and  the 
many  rivers  which  roll  into  them  :  That  the  Lake  Ontario  was 
only  aec>fftble  to  the  Canadians ,  thro *  the  river  Cadaracqui ,  for¬ 
merly  called  by  the'  hrench  Fleuve  Jr  quois •  but  in  their  late 
4  maps, calculated  to  countenance  their  exorbitant  claims,  dijlingutfhedl 
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^  the  name  of  St  Lawrence,  jet  the  bead  of  that  river  was  their 
entrance  into  that  lake  ;  and  near  Fort  FrontenaCy  fttuated  on 
its  north- eaftern  edge ,ab out  50  miles  jrom ,  and  nearly  oppcfue  to * 
/<?r/  at  Ofwego  :  That  while  the  enemy  kept  pcffffion  of  Fron - 
tenacy  with  the  harbour  at  Pronto ,  <2^  free  pajfage  thro *  the 
Ircquois  River ,  would  always  be  able  to  build  and  maintain 
vejjels  of  force  upon  the  lake  :  That  his  Majefty  would  therefore 
be  necffiitated  to  fupport  a  naval  armament  there ,  at  let fl  equal 
to  that  of  the  French .  Without  this ,  they  might  annoy  any  forts 
we  could  ere  ft  at  the  north  eaft  end  of  the  pafs  at  Niagara  \  and 
Ofwego  itftlf  be  loll.  The  inevitable  confequence  of  which  would 
bey  the  defeftion  of  the  Six  Nations^  the  lofs  of  the  whole  country 
<c  for  near  300  miles  from  Ofwego  to  Schentftady ,  and  perhaps  the 
reduction  of  Albany  it  ft;  If.”  The  general  addedy  7  hat  all  the 
French  forts  at  Niagara ,  upon  the  lake  Erie ,  and  the  river  Ohio  9 
thoje  alfj  upon  lake  Huronyat  the  Streights  of  Miffilimakinac ,  and 
the  Lake  Alichigan  ft  ill  more  wefterly,  received  all  their  jupplies  by 
water-carriage  from  Montreal  thro ’  the  River  Iroquois ,  and  the 
Lake  Ontario  :  That  the  French  fettltments  at  the  moutb  of  the 
Mffiffippi  furnifhed  tbe/e  northern  garnfons  neither  with  proviji- 
ons  not  flores  \  being  not  only  at  2000  miles  diflance  from  any  of 
themy  but  embarraffed  with  infuperable  difficulties ,  by  a  laborious 
navigation  againfi  a  rapid  flream.” Hence  his  excellency  concluded* 
T hat  could  the  French  be  chjlcdged from  Frontenac  and  tbe„  little 
fort  at  Front Oy  and  their  entrance  into  Lake  Ontario  obflrufted , 
tc  all  their  other  forts  and  fett lenient s  on  the  Ohio ,  and  the  wejlern 
«c  lakeSy  were  d-prived  of  their  fupport  from  Canaday  and  mujl  ere 
44  long  be  evacuated  ” 

Impressed,  my  Lord,  with  thefe  views,  the  general  propofed, 
as  a  plan  of  operations  for  the  mxt  year--  That  5000  men  fhould 
be  very  early  affirm  bled  at  Olwego,  and  4000  of  them  fent  to  at- 
cpeiacions  tacjc  prontenac  and  LaGallette  ;  which  being  reduced,  an  attempt 
fhould  be  made  upon  the  forts  at  Niagara,  Presque  Hie,  Riviere  au 
•  Beuf,  Detroit,  and  Miflilimakinac  :  and  th  <t  in  the  mean  time, 
3000  provincial  troops  fhould  march  from  Will’s  Creek,  for  the 
redu61ion  of  Port  Du  Quefne  :  That  a  body  of  10000  fhould  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Crown  Point,  build  a  fort  there,  and  launch  one  or  more 
veff  ls  into  Lake  Champlain  ;  And  that  the  force  of  Canada  might 
be  farther  divi  fed,  he  propofed,  that  2000  men  fhould  carry  fire 

and  fword  ud  Kennebec  River,  fall  upon  the  fettlements  adjoining 
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to  the  River  Chandiere,  and  proceed  to  its  mouth,  three  miles  3755* 
dittanc  from  Quebec  5  and  by  dividing  themfelves  in  final!  parties 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  St,  Lawrence,  and  defraying  the  Scat¬ 
tered  fcttlements  there,  keep  that  part  ofCanadain  continual  alarms. 

He  then  obferved,  that  if  the  feveral  attempts  upon  Crown 
Point,  the  forts  upon  the  lakes,  and  the  Ohio,  were  not  pro* 
fecuted  at  the  fame  time,  very  perilous  might  be  the  conferences; 

That  if  in  particular,  while  Frontenac  and  Niagara  were  attacked* 
no  attempt  was  made  againft  Crown  Point,  the  whole  force  of 
Canada  would  march  to  oppofe  us  ;  which  would  defeat  the 
defign,  and  require  fo  large  a  body  of  troops,  as  to  render  the 
tranfportati  >n  of  neceffaries  to  Ofwego  impracticable.  So  nume* 
rous  an  army  might  alfo  march  againft  Albany,  as  effectually 
to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  our  forces,  or  at  lead  totally  obftrudt 
their  fupplies  :  That  fhould,  on  the  contrary,  our  whole  ftrength 
be  defined  for  Crown  Point,  and  the  weftern  operations  neglected  % 

Ofwego,  the  grand  object  of  the  French,  was  in  the  utmoft  dan¬ 
ger  of  fa  ling  into  their  hands.  A  lofs  irreparable  and  beyond 
eltitnacion  — *  The  lofs  of  the  whole  country  down  to  Albany, 
with  that  of  the  Six  confederate  Nations  ;  and  to  the  French 
the  acqu  ficion  of  an  abfolute  dominion  on  the  lakes,  and  the 
whole  fou'hern  country. 

His  Excellency  finifhed,  with  informing  the  council  of  his 
late  intelligence  —  That  the  French  were  building  three  large 
veflels,  of  fuperior  force  to  ©urs,  in  the  harbour  of  Frontenac  % 
and  upon  the  whole  prayed  their  advice, 

A  plan  fo  well  digefted,  and  fo  clearly  dated,  required  but  Which 
little  confideration  ;  and  accordingly  it  was  in  the  main  unani-  was  aP 

moufly  approved.  The  council  advifed  the  general,  to  give  J 

orders  for  building  three  or  more  veflels  at  Ofwego.  They  Hi  tie  aite^ 
were  of  opinion,  that  10,000  men  were  neceftary  for  the  Crown  rations. 
Point  expedition,  and  6000  for  that  on  Lake  Ontario.  The 
attempt  againft  Fort  Du  Quefne,  by  the  weftern  governments, 
atwas  thought  would  anfwer  very  good  purpofes,  efpecially  in 
fecuring  the  fidelity  of  the  weftern  Indians.  1  he  feint  againft 
Quebec  was  approved,  if  it  interfered  not  with  the  other  expe¬ 
ditions  The  operations  on  Lake  Ontario,  they  conceived  ought 
to  begin  with  the  attack  on  Frontenac  ---  and  upon  the  whole^ 

were  of  opinion  that  an  additional  number  of  regular  troops 

would  be  neceffiry  for  effeftually-  recovering  and  fecuring;  his 
Majcity’s  rights  and  dominions  on  the  continent*  Thk 
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^1755-  The  council  having  finiffied  their  bufinefs,  the 
DeQ^  after  returned  to  their  refpcdive  provinces.  B 


what  has  already  been  faid  concerning  thel'e  gentlemen,  to  find 
l\Jr.  Pownal  among  the  general’s  enemies,  as  you  would  have 
been  had  I  told  you  that  Mr.  De  Lancey  was  not.  1  am  fen- 
®  perfon  of  your  Lord/hip’s  high  lenfe  of  honour, 
Will  recoiled  Mr.  Shirley’s  favours  to  him  at  Boll  on ;  and  think 
it  incredible  to  find  him  in  the  catalogue  of  thofe  combined 
againft  his  benefactor.  But  it  is  a  fhining  remark  of  Tacitus  *, 
That  benefits  are  only  fo  far  acceptable,  as  it  feems  poffible 
to  dilcharge  them  ;  and  that  when  they  have  exceeded  all 
.**  retaliation,  hatred  is  returned  for  gratitude.  ”  Mr.  Pownal, 
who  was  ambitious  of  recommending  himfelf  to  a  certain  noble 
Lord  in  England,  by  furnilhing  him  with  American  intelligence, 
could  by  no  means  brook  his  being  abfent  from  the  con°refs 
at  Alexandria,  in  the  fpring  of  the  prefent  year.  He  earneftjy 
fought  an  introdudion  to  General  Braddock  ;  and  Mr.  Shirley 
did  the  office  with  great  politenefs.  He  was  then  juft  informed 
of  his  appointment  to  be  lieut.  governor  of  New  Jerfey,  and  on 
that  account  prefled  for  an  admiffion  into  the  council.  Mr. 
Sh  rley,  in  a  very  genteel  manner,  declined  a  tafk,  which  might 
give  offence  to  the  general  ;  and  if  any  refolution  tranfpired, 
draw  himfelf  into  a  Inare-  But  Mr.  Pownal,  being  a  ftranger 
to  that  diffidence  and  modefiy,  fo  fuitable  to  his  years  and  in¬ 
experience,  became  from  this  moment  difguftcd,  and  was  feldom 
after  feen  amongft  that  gentle  man’s  friends.  He  tarried  at  Phi- 

*  Ecmfcia  eo  uCqeie  laeta  funf,  dum  videntuf  exfolvi  pcffe  ;  ubi  raultum 
ariUvenere,  pio  gratia  cdiutn  rtdduur. 
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ladclphia,  till  General  Braddock’s  defeat :  and  towards  autumn  1.755; 
returned  to  New  York.  This  change  of  temper  recommended 
him  to  Mr.  De  Lancev,  who  failed  not  to  exafperate  the  rifmg 
refentment :  and  now  his  oppofition  became  open  and  unreferved. 

Juft  at  this  juncture,  arrived  Sir  Charles  Hardy  ;  and  Mr.  Shirley 
being  then  at  Ofwego,  your  Lordfhip  fees  how  feafonable  their 
opportunity,  for  lowing  the  feeds  of  prejudice  in  the  breaft  of 
the  new  governor.  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  fpeak  of 
their  fuccefs  \  but  doubtlefs  no  mifreprelentations  were  wanting 
to  ftrengthen  the  cabal.  Yet  no  fooner  did  the  general  arrive 
from  Ofwego  at  Albany,  where  MelT.  Pownal  and  De  Lancey* 
attended  upon  Sir  Charles,  than  the  former,  diffembling  his  enmity, 
laboured  to  procure  his  confidence,  that  he  might  pry  into  his 
fecrets  :  but  from  previous  intimations  of  his  prefent  difpoficion, 
in  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  then  near  the  general,  he  failed  ire 
that  infidious  defign.  He  could  now  no  longer  fupprefs  his  male¬ 
volence,  or  conceal  his  recent  connexions  ;  and  therefore  openly 
traduced  the  very  man,  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  all  his 
fignfficancy  amongft  the  provinces.  My  Lord,  it  is  with  reluc¬ 
tance  I  utter  thefe  things.  But  your  Lordfhip  is  as  determined 
to  know  every  tranfaXion  which  concerns  the  operations  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  as  I  am  to  difcharge  the  office  of  a  faithful  hiltorian.  Truth 
is  too  facred  to  be  violated  either  out  of  fear  or  favour  ;  and 
whatever  your  Lordfhip  may  think  of  this  gentleman,  fuch  was 
his  conduX.  I  knew  him  an  avowed  enemy  to  Mr.  De  Lancey, 
and  to  Mr.  Shiriey  as  fanguine  a  friend.  I  have  fince  known 
him  to  calumniate  the  latter,  and  applaud  the  former.  With 
a  change  of  refidence,  or  rather  intereft,  he  changes  fides  ;  and 
on  this  account,  no  man  perhaps  ever  multiplied  fo  many  adver- 
faries  in  fo  fhort  a  time.  He  aims  at  two  governments,  without 
the  lead  profpeX  of  peace,  if  either  of  them  (hould  fall  undfr 
his  command.  I  can  aflure  your  Lordfhip,  that  even  in  the 
province  of  New  Jerfey  he  is  fo  little  eftcemed,  and  that  prin¬ 
cipally  for  intriguing  the  difbindment  of  the  regiment  under  Col. 

Schuyler,  to  difobligc  Mr.  Shirley,  that  upon  his  return  to  Eng¬ 
land  in  February  1756,  he  was  unable  to  procure  a  vote  of  affem- 
bly,  defiring  his  affiftance  of  their  agent  at  the  Court  ol  Great 
Britain  •,  tho*  he  pufhed  it  with  an  earneftnels  that  would  have 
coft  mod  men  a  blufh  of  confufion. 

Determined  to  embarrafs  the  general,  nothing  could  have 
been  more  agreeable  to  Mr.  Pownal  and  the  lieut.  governor  of 

K  New 
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8755*  New  York,  than  an  admiffion  into  the  late  council  of  war* 

a  feat  at  th  At  board  neither  of  them  had  the  lead  pretenfion  • 
and  yet  both  were  highly  difpleafcd  at  not  being  invited,  Mr! 
Lownal,  who  his  often  diftinguifhed  himfelf  for  pufhing  a  bold 
point,  repaired  to  New  Jerfey,  and  importuned  Governor  Bel¬ 
cher,  unable,  on  account  of  his  age,  to  attend  the  congrefs  in 
M'.  Pow-  perfon,  to  depute  him  in  his  dead.  His  excellency  very  wifely 
ual’fthba  anfwered,  that  the  invitation  he  had  received  from  the  general, 
theUgover.  WaS  mere*y  a  perfonal  compliment  :  nor  could  he,  with  the  lead 
nor  o'  New  ^tcency>  infid  upon  an  appearance  by  proxy.  His  lieutenant, 
Jerfey.  impatient  of  a  denial,  called  in  a  menancing  tone  for  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  thinking  to  operate  on  the  infirmities  of  age  by  com- 
mination  and  outrage.  The  council  were  adonifhed  at  this  inde¬ 
cent  attack  upon  an  antient  and  faithful  fervant  of  the  Crown, 
and  withheld  their  advice.  But  the  governor,  confcious  of  the 
propriety  of  his  refufal,  firmly  adhered  to  his  fird  refolution  % 
and  Mr.  Pownal  abruptly  quitting  the  board, returned  with  difap- 
pointment  to  New  York. 

H«  pro-  This  gentleman,  my  Lord,  became  acquainted  at  Philadelphia 
Evans  tpC  Evans,  who,  for  a  *  valuable  confideration,  dedicated 

publi(h  in*  *°  ^IS  maP  °f  middle  Britifh  colonies,  with  an  encomium, 
veftives  fhat  he  edeemed  him  the  bejl  judge  of  it  in  America.  This  man 
againft  having,  in  the  public  dreets  ot  Philadelphia,  not  only  prtfumed 

abcgekeial 

•  Among  other  gentlemen  of  diftin&ion  in  the  colonies,  Mr.  Pownal  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  -Alexander,  of  New  York;  a  perfon  of 
friendl)  dilpofition  and  ealy  accefs.  Mr  Alexander  had  now  the  fui* 
veyor  general’s  office  of  New  Jerfey  :  and  Mr.  Pownal,  to  procure  the 
fulfome  dedication  from  Evans  promised  him  that  office,  upon  hie 
acceflion  to  the  government  This*  Fvans  frequently  declared  in  his 
sllncfs  to  one  of  his  moft  intimate  friends;  who  concealed  it  till  after 
his  death,  Such  an  anecdote  will  fcarcely  be  credited  by  thofe  unac¬ 
quainted  with  Mr.  Pownafs  infatiable  ambition .  to  rife  in  America. 
There  was  another  inftance  cf  his  conduct  equally  furprifing.  While 
this  gentleman  was  at  New  York,  difeharging  his  embafTy  from  Bofton 
)n  the  fpring  1755,  he  had  the  loan  of  a  map  of  the  country  from 
Crown  Point  to  Montreal;  which  was  compofed  by  William  Alexan¬ 
der,  Efq  ;  a  gentleman  well  (killed  in  the  geography  of  America. 
Mr  Pownal,  who  had  occafion  to  lay  this  chart  before  the  affembly  of 
N  ew  York,  having  erafed  the  name  of  its  author,  very  modeftly  infer  ted 
Eis  own.  And  tho*  his  plagiaiifm  was  detected  at  the  time,  he  negle^t-d 
to  return  it,  and  afterwards  produced  the  lame  map  before  the  mini- 
5  ftry,  claiming  ig  himfelf  the  honor  due, to  Mr.  Alexander  alone* 
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to  accufe  Governor  Morris  of  high  treafon,  but  to  afperfe  two 
of  his  Majefty's  minifters  as  penfioners  to  France,  fled  from  juftice 
there,  and  took  fan&uary  in  New  York,  Mr.  Morris  however 
commenced  an  action  againft  him  in  this  province,  more  for  his 
own  vindication,  than  a  reparation  of  damages  ;  which  the  poor 
fellow  would  never  have  been  able  to  make.  Upon  this  he  was 
committed  to  Goal,  till  Mr.  Oliver  De  Lancey  fo  far  befriended 
him,  as  to  become  his  fecurity.  Thefe  were  his  circumftances* 
when  he  published  a  pamphlet  full  of  inve&ives  againft  Gen.  Shir¬ 
ley;  I  will  not  affirm,  that  he  wrote  it  at  the  inftance  of  the  cabal 
in  New  York.  I  leave  your  Lordfhip  to  judge  how  far  they 
were  concerned  in  it,  after  adding,  that  it  contained  their  repeated 
remarks  ;  that  Mr.  Fownal  was  frequently  at  his  lodgings  about 
the  time  of  its  publication  ;  and  did  a&ually  accompany  him  to 
a  printer,  to  haften  the  im predion,  before  he  failed  for  *  England. 
I  (hall  not  trouble  your  Lordfhip  with  any  particular  obfervations 
upon  this  libel.  If  ever  it  fhould  fall  into  your  Lordflbip's  hands, 
this  letter  will  aflift  you  in  detecting  its  falfehoods,  and  form¬ 
ing  a  proper  judgment  both  of  its  author  and  his  abettors. 

Thus,  my.  Lord,  was  every  opportunity  embraced  by  the 
cabal  to  prejudice  the  general  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  : 
and  happy  for  the  colonies,  had  their  mifreprefentations  been  con¬ 
fined  to  this  fide  the  Atlantic  /  Bent  on  Mr.  Shirley's  removal, 
all  imaginable  pains  were  taken  to  defame  his  character.  Here, 
they  queftioned  his  integrity.  But  in  England,  they  endeavoured 
to  create  a  fufpicion  of  his  judgment.  General  Johnfon  was  fet 
up  as  his  competitor  ;  and  to  his  renown  were  blown  all  the 
trumpets  of  fame.  Shirley's  deep  fenfc  of  the  importance  of 
Ofwego,  was  made  the  object  of  buffoonry  and  ridicule.  The 
redudion  of  Crown  Point  reprefented  as  a  matter  of  fuperior  mo¬ 
ment.  Three  hundred  men  Mr.  De  Lancey  often  declared  to  be 
a  fufficient  garrifon  for  Ofwego.  The  general  was  therefore 
charged  with  fquandring  the  King's  money,  in  making  it  the 
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Great 
pains  tak¬ 
en  to  pre¬ 
judice  Hr. 
Shirley 
both  in 
England 
and  Arne* 
rica. 


•  Upon  the  news  of  the  lofs  of  Ofwego,  part  of  it  w*s  republifhed  in 
the  New  York  Gaxcttc,  to  lead  the  populace  to  imputt  this  cala¬ 
mity  to  General  Shu  ley.  It  was  appealed  to,  as  an  rndifpgtable  authciitv, 
by  the  verv  perfnni  to  whom  poor  Evans  was  indebted  for  his  materials; 
and  without  whofe  dictating,  it  wouW  never  have  leen  the  light.  To  write 
a  book  in  another’s  name,  and  then  to  quote  it  as  an  authority,  is  a  fpecies 
of  proof,  with  which  Eyelid  appears  to  have  been  utterly  unacquainted.. 

K  2  main 
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1755.  main  objeft  of  his  attention  •  and  out  of  mere  oppofition  a 
icneme  was  recommended  for  turning  our  whole  force  toward 
Crown  ioint.  Upon  this  errand,  my  Lord,  Mr.  Pownal  went 
home  in  February  1756.  I  need  not  inform  your  Lord  (hip  of 
t  e  fucctfs  of  the  faction.  1  he  fequel  will  fhew  with  what  con- 
Rcfleili-  le(F’ences  ic  was  attended.  Thus  ended  the  year  i755.  A  year 
onsonib«  never  to  be  forgotten  in  America.  It  opened  with  the  faireft 
fiuKiefs  profpe&s  to  thefe  diftant  difperfions  of  the  Britilh  Empire 
operatuns  Four  armies  were  on  foot,  to  remove  the  encroachments  of  a  per- 
*  ridious  neighbour ;  and  our  coafts  honoured  with  a  fleet  for  their 
iecurity,  under  the  command  o f  the  brave  and  vigilant  Bofcawen, 
We  had  every  thing  to  expeft  —  nothing  to  fear.  The  Enemy 
was  dtfpife  •,  and  we  only  defired  a  proclamation  of  war,  for  the 
final  deftruftion  of  the  whole  country  of  New  France.  But,  mv 
Lord,  how  unlooked  for  was  the  event  !  General  Window  indeed 
fucceeded  in  Nova  Scotia  :  but  Braddock  was  defeated  —  Nia¬ 
gara  and  Crown  Point  remained  unreduced  -—  the  Barbarians 
were  let  loofe  from  the  wildernefs  —  many  thoufand  farms  aban¬ 
doned  —  the  King's  fubje&s  inhumanly  butchered,  or  reduced  to 
beggary  —  one  of  the  *  provinces  rent  by  inteftine  broils  —  in 
another,  a  potent  faftion  laying  the  foundation  for, new  difafters 
in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  year.  9 

Th  ‘  .  .7 he  EnSSancJ  colonies,  my  Lord,  take  the  lead  in  all 

po nance  Tn*^cary  matters*  f  Your  Lord  (hip  is  too  well  acquainted  with 
ouhcNjw  h,ftoryi  n^t  to  know,  they  chiefly  owed  their  origin  to  the  dif- 
Inghnd  potes  which  involved  the  nation  in  all  the  calamities  of  a  civil 
colonics  war,  The  fid!  planters  encountered  ii  numerable  difficulties,  and 
wtre  l°ng  engaged  in  repeated  wars  with  the  Indian  natives. 
Their  defendants  retain  the  martial  prowefs  and  fpirit  of  therr 
ancefiors  :  and  for  wifdom,  loyalty,  and  an  enterprifing  genius, 
are  a  people  of  renown.  In  thefe  governments  lies  the  main 
flrength  of  the  Britifh  intereft ‘upon  this  continent.  Befides  their 
above  advantageous  character,  they  are  very  confiderable  for  their 
numbers.  The  Maflachufetts  Bay  .contains  about  40,000  capable 
<  of  arms.  The  militia  of  Connecticut  is  about  2y,ooo.  Rhode 

3hirW  arK'  ^cw  Hampshire  are  not  ,fo  populous;.  .  His  Majefty’s 

ktvkc  t^iere^ore  rendered  it  neceflary  for  the  general,  according 
vifi  his  t0  c^e  Pjan  0*  operations,  to  vifit  his  own  government,  in  order 

own  to  lolhcit  the  luccours  *,  Without  which  the  expedition  propofed 
vernmeat* ;  ‘  -  r  1  * 

*  ■  Pennf)lvaniaB^ 
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againft  Crown  Point  muft:  inevitably  have  failed.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  ftt  out  for  New  \orlc  on  the  21  of  January  :  and,  but 
for  his  prefence  and  felicitations  at  Bofton,  no  provincial  troop3 
would  this  year  have  entered  the  field,  --  That  colony  was  fo 
extremely  difobliged  at  the  eonriudt  of  General  Johnfon,  in  neg- 
leding  to  purfue  his  advantages,  after  the  memorable  rout  of 
the  French  at  Lake  George,  as  to  be  in  general  averfe  to  a  new 
campaign  :  and  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  did  the*  general  procure 
their  concurrance  in  another  expenfive  attempt.  There  let  us  at 
^  prr L  nt  leave  him,  promoting  the  public  fervice  of  the  colonies  : 
and  returning  again  to  New  York fuflfer  me.  at  this  inadive 
feafon  of  tne*  year,  to  entertain  your  Lord fh ip  with  one  or  two 
inftances  of  Lieut.  Governor  De  Lancey’s  more  private  political 
feats. 

Never  was  any-  man  more  impolitic  than  Governor  Clinton. 
Had  he  kept  the  chief  juflice  dependent  on  his  favour,  he  would 
have  governed^  his  province  with  eafc'  and  tranquility  :  but  by 
granting  him  a  new.  corn  mi  (lion  for  his  office,  during  good  behavi - 
cur ^  he  fet  him  at  liberty  to  ad  at  pleafure  :  and  in  confequence 
of  this  fatal  error,  the  province  was  thrown  into  violent  convul- 
fions.  Nothing  therefore,. my  Lord,  could  be  more  defirable  t© 
his  fucctfior,  than  to  hold  that  gentleman  under  proper  reft  rain  t. 
Sir  Charles  Hardy  had  this  advantage:  his  office  of  chief  juftice, 
I  am  informed,  became  txtinguifhed  the  moment  the  government 
devolved  upon  him  by  the  death  of  Sir  Danvers  Olborne.  From 
the  time  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy’s  arrival,  Mr.  De  Lancey  had  im¬ 
patiently  expeded  a  new  comrniftion  :  but  <the  governor  negh  d- 
ing  the  ofier,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  moft  in  the  province,  he 
notwithftanding  ventured  to  refume  his  feat  on  the  bench  in’  Ja¬ 
nuary  term  •,  when  two  felons  were  arraigned  before  him,  /.  This 
bold  ftroke  at  the  prerogative,  moft  men  imagined  would  have 
drawn  down  the  refentment  of  the  new>governor :  and  why  it 
was  palled  by ,  without  obfervatien,;  1  imift  leave  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  s  conjectures. v  That.  De  Lancey  had,  in  reality,  no  rmht  to 
the  exercife  of  that  office,  has  been  dbongly  infifted  upon  by 
gentlemen  of  .the  .  law,,  tho5  in-  an  extr  Judical  manner.  I  pre¬ 
tend  not  my felf  to.any  knowlege  in  thatHntricate  fcience  ;  but 
beg  leave  to  prefent  .your  Tord (hi p  with  an  opinion,  relating  to  the 
point,  cont  lined  in-  the  following  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  thtl 

profeffion  to  his  friend  in. this  city  *  with  a  copy  of  which  I  havi 

been. favoured  £::.-  .  Pbiiu 
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And  with 
d  fficuity 
obtains 
their  con* 
cumnee 
iw  another 
expedition 


lie  nr. 
Gov,  De 
Lan-cey 
refi'raes 
his  fear  cn 
t  lie  be  1  ch 
tho*  his 
( fftce  of 
chief  juf* 
lice  was 
beet  me 
extinft. 
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SIR, 


Pbilad .  21  0S%  1755, 


The  ©pi  *  YOU  fay  you  re  informed,  that  your  lieut.  governor  deftgns  to 
«»on  of  a  tc  exercife  his  former  office,  in  vertue  of  the  commiffton  iffued  by  your 
gentleman  “  late  governor  Clinton .  I  can't  think  your  information  wellgroun- 

Zhh  "  ded  \  becaufe  1  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  office  was  extinguifhed 
fpe&toit  C<  by  his  acceptance  of  the  lieut.  governor's  commiffion  :  and  J  con- 
Ci  ceive  Mr.  De  Lancey  will  hardly  venture  to  difpute  the  matter 
“  with  the  crown.  The  main  reafon  1  go  upon  is,  that  thofe  two 
offices  are  incompatible .  To  make  this  plain  to  you,  you  muft  un - 
derfland —  that  to  every  office  there  are  duties  annexed.  The  fame 
perfon  cannot  exerctfe  two  offices,  inconfijlent  with  one  another . 
One  of  them  mu  ft  therefore  be  lofl  ;  becaufe  as  every  office  is  pro 
<c  b°no  publico,  its  ufe  lies  in  the  exercife  of  it  :  and  the  inferior 
“  office  is  that  which  is  loft  ;  becaufe  it  is  mo  ft  for  the  public  good , 
that  the  officer  fhould  hold  the  fuptrior  office  ;  as  the  law  prefumes 
every  man  capable  of  the  office. which  the  King, who  is  the  fountain 
€<  °f  offices  and  honour,  is  pleafed  to  confer  upon  him.  Agreeable  to 
*c  this,  we  find  many  resolutions  in  our  books  :  I'll  mention  one  or  two 
“  A  man  cannot  be  forefter  and  judge  eo  inftanti.  Rolls  Rep.  45^ 
<6  (Ac.  ---  Nor  judge  of  the  Com .  and  King's  Bench  fimul  &  femeJ. 
“  Dyer'sCafe.  4  5  Phil.  (A Mar.  The firft patent  is  determined* 

“  tbo '  the  fecond  was  granted  pro  ilia  vice,  and  furrendered  the 
44  next  day.  Br.  N.  C.  5  Mar.  Br.  Commffions  pi.  25. 

<c  NOTHING  now  remains  but  to  Jhew,  that  the  office  of  chief 
44  juftice  and  governor  of  your  province  are  inconfiflent.  To  explain 
44  this,  I  muft  inform  you,that  your  fupreme  court  is  a  court  of  general 
4<  j urifdifiion, eft ablifhed  by  an  ordinance  of  governor(A council',  claim - 
46  ing  the  like  power  here  in  all  pleas  civil  and  criminal ,  as  fullx  as 
“  they  are  taken  cognizance  of  by  the  King's  Bench  andCommonPleas 
44  in  England.  Superior  to  this,is  the  Court  of  Governor  and  Conn- 
46  cil  ---  a  court ,  inftituted  by  one  of  his  Majefty's  inftruttions  to 
44  your  governor.  In  virtue  of  this  inftrufiion,  writs  of  error  are 
44  returned  from  the  fupreme  court,  before  the  governor  and  council. 

4-  The  inconfijlency  then  of  the  two  offices  becomes  very  apparent.  By 
44  the  inftrutiion,  the  governor  in  the  court  above  is  a  fine  quo  non  5 
44  and  to  fuppofe  him  at  the  fame  time  judge  in  the  court  below ,  and 
44  muft  difregard  the  abfurdity  of  the  governor's  J  ending  a  writ  to 
44  command  bimfelf  ;  and  of  his  juftifying  his  judgment  as  chief juf- 
44  tice  to  bimfelf  in  council  as  governor  :  and  yet  be  excluded  from  a 
/  r  .  i  •  -  44  voice 
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“  voict  in  the  judgment  above  5  which  neverthelefs  cannot  be  given  1756, 
“  without  hm.  You  fee  then  tht  incompat ability  is  much  Jlronger,than 
44  if  a  manjhoutd  be  judge  both  of  the  King’s  and  Common  Bench  in 
“  England  There  the  othtr  judges  ot  B  R,  might  correct  the  error 
44  in  the  Common  Pleas  — -  but  here  the  courje  oj  public  jufiice  might 
44  be  intirely  flopped. 

“  IF  it  Should  be  J did ,  bis  power  was  only  Jufpenied ,  while  in  the 
*l  chair  of  government  5  I  anjwer  with  the  objervation  before  — — 

44  that  an  office  is  a  duty, <7;  the  very  word  itjelf  implies  :  and  1  know 
44  of  no  Sleeping  and  nct~to~be-cxerciJed  office  Every  office  is  inftitu- 
44  ted  for  the  public  good  •.  the  officer  is  therefore  obliged  to  exercife 
“  his  duty  ;  for,  without  that,  he  cannot  ferve  the  public  ---  and  to 
44  be  obliged  to  nil,  and  at  the  fame  time  obliged  not  to  a  St, is  non- 
44  fenfe.  It  would  be  more  fpecious  to  fay  the  inftruftion  is  no  law  ; 

44  as  your  affiemblies  have  often  f aid  in  other  cafes  ;  but  then.  Sir , 

44  Mr  De  Lancey,  in  obedience  to  it,  has  declined  ailing  as  judge 
44  ever  fince  the  death  of  Sir  D  Ofborne :  and  why  has  be  (as  J  have 
84  been  informed  )  rejected  a  writ  of  error ,  btcaufe,  according  to  this 
44  very  inftruliion,  the  damages  in  demand  did  not  exceed  300  /.  fter- 
44  ling  ?  Bejides  this  court  of  Governor  and  council,  I  am  told,  has 
44  long  exercifed  its  power,  under  this  and  former  infir  unions  to  your 
44  governors,  ot  the  like  tenor ,  without  the  leafl  oppo/ttion. 

“  7  HE  offices  will  further  appear  to  be  inconfiftentff  you  reflett--- 
44  that  as  governor  he  is  alfo  chancellor.  The  Court  of  Chancery  of- 
44  ten  refir ains  the power  of  the  law  courts  :  and  it  is  the  Spirit  of 
44  every  court  to  enlarge  its  own  jurifditlion.  Upon  both  theft  ac- 
44  counts  the  two  offices  mufi  inevitably  clafh.  1  know  that  Knevet 
44  was  formerly  chief  jufiice  and  chancellor :  but  the  propriety  of  that 
41  double  tnvefliture  was  never  jolemnly  conftdered.  It  was  long  aso 
4  tn  the  time  of  Edw.  III.  There  has  been  no  infiance  of  the  like  in 
later  times  j  nor  do  1  believe  it  would  be  fuffered.  But  the  cafe 
44  ts  much  ftronger  here  —  and  J  can't  conceive  for  the  reafons  above, 

u  t  yur  2tU-rr  &over”or  ™11  attempt  to  fit  as  judge,  by  virtue  of 
his  old  commiffion.  It  ts  more  probable,  he  will  prevail  on  your 
governor ,  lately  arrived, ,  to  grant  him  a  new  patent.  J 

Perhaps, my  Lord.no  higher  evidence  can  be  affignedo’f  a  man’s 
influenct,  than  fuch  a  bold  invafiou  of  his  Majefty’s  prerogative. 

Mr.  De  L  ancey  was  determined  not  to  lofe  an  office,  which  he 
knew  to  be  the  grand  fource  of  his  popularity,  and  the  main  prop 
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'1756'  °f  his  power.  For,  whoever  is  chief  juftice  of  the  province,  unlefs 
a  very  novice,  muft  be  the  fecond  man  in  the  government.  Go¬ 
vernor  Hardy  made  no  oppofition  to  this  large  ftride  of  ambition  : 
and  the  other  not  long  after,  by  his  wonderful  artifice,  fubjedled 
him  to  his  abfolute  dominion.  It  was  effedted  in  the  following 
obliges^  manner  •••  Your  Lordihip  will  be  pleafed  to  recolledl,that  Mr.  De 
the  go-  Yancey  had  the  addrefs  to  prevail  upon  the  affembly  to  fend  up  3 
vernor  to  bill  to  thecouncifon  the  4th  of  February,  intituled,  “  An  Adi  for 
Fj|f*  tvvo  “  the  Payment  of  the  Debts  due  from  this  Colony  ;  and  other  fur. 
femb°l  44  Pvfes  therein  mentioned.39  By  this,  payments  were  to  be  made 
L  'J  to  many  creditors  of  the  government,  for  fervices  done  this  colony % 
without  fpecifying  what  thofe  fervices  were.  The  lieut.  governor 
was  to  receive  3787  1.  16  s.  and  feveral  other  fums  were  payable 
to  his  brother.  It  was  in  reality  a  bill  for  difeharging  the  arrears 
due  to  the  ordinary  officers  of  the  government.  To  render  it  the 
more  palatable  to  the  governor,  provifion  was  made  for  paying 
him  alfo  large  fums  for  prefents  to  the  Indians,  and  the  exptnees 
of  his  voyage  to  Albany,  after  the  French  repulfe  at  Lake  George. 
When  it  came  up  to  the  council, it  obtained  a  majority  only  by  one 
voice  :  and  of  thefe,  my  Lord,  two  gentlemen,  befides  lieut.  gov. 
De  Lancey,  were  themfelves  interefted  in  the  bill.  They  were 
the  puifne  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  Meff.  Horfemanden  and 
Chambers,  whofe  arrears  of  falary  were  now  by  the  adt  to  be  dif- 
iharged.  Mtff.  Colden,  Alexander,  and  Smith  looked  upon  it,  as 
a  mean  invafion  of  the  King’s  inftrudlions,  which,  until  they  re¬ 
igned  their  feats  at  the  council  board,  they  were  bound  in  honour 
to  regard  with  facred  pundfuality.  —  It  was  befides  evidently  par¬ 
tial  ;  no  provifion  being  made  for  other  creditors,  whofe  demands 
were  indilputaole;  They  alfo  conceived  it  derogatory  to  the  digni¬ 
ty  of  that  board,  to  pafs  a  a  adt,  excluding  themfelves  from  any 
knowlcge  of  thofe  fervices,for  which  the  refpedhve  fums  were  made 
payable.  For  thefe reafons, among  others, they  eppofed  the  bill  *,  and 
prayed  their  dififent  might  be  entered,  as  a  vindication  of  themlelves 
to  hisMajefty*  The  governor  to  whom  it  was  fent  up,detained  it  for 
farther  confederation ;  tho’  he  pafied  feveral  other  bills  on  the  19th 
of  the  month.  This  circumrtance,my  Lord, could  not  but  chagrin 
his  lieutenant,  who  had  the  bill  much  at  heart  ;  not  only  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  large  fums  thereby  payable  to  himftlf  and  brother  ; 
but  becaufe  the  palling  it  into  a  law,  would  be  the  fulleft  evidence 

.of  his  ufcendancy  over  the  governor  j  and  if  he  could  bring  him 

into 
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into  difgrace  with  the  miniftry,  by  leading  him  into  a  breach  of  1756. 
inftruftions,  it  was  plain  he  would  have  nothing  to  rely  upon*  but 
his  own  popularity.  This  was  an  important  card,  and  to  be  fkil- 
fully  played  off.  So  indeed  it  was  .*  and  when  I  finifh  the  ftory, 

I  am  perfuaded  your  Lordfhip  will  entertain  no  very  mean  opinion 
of  American  politicians.— The  fpring  was  now  advancing  *  and  it 
became  neceffary  to  pafs  a  law  for  levying  forces,  not  only  to  join 
the  eaftern  colonies,  on  a  new  expedition  againft  the  French  fortrefs 
at  Crown  Point,  but  for  the  protection  of  our  weftern  frontiers,  in 
conjunction  with  Pennfylvania  and  New  Jerfey, which  were  become 
fields  of  blood,  by  the  daily  ravages  of  inhuman  barbarians.  The 
bill  for  this  purpofe  originated  with  the  aflfembly  :  and  Mr.  De 
Lancey,  who  was  now  clofeting  the  members,  was  its  principal 
conftruCtor.  When  it  came  before  the  council  on  the  28th  of 
March,  that  board  immediately  objected  to  it,  according  to  his  ex¬ 
pectations  :  and  the  governor  declared, that  if  the  council  approved, 
he  fhould  himfelf  give  it  a  negative.  According  to  the  tenor  of 
this  bill, the  forces  defigned  for  the  weftern  expedition  were  to  ferve 
but  forty  days,  when  the  province  of  New  Jerfey  had  ordained 
their  quota,  to  be  difbandable  by  Mr.  Belcher  :  and  Sir  Charles 
Hardy  infilled,  that  the  like  confidence  ought  to  be  repofed  in  his 
judgment.  The  two  houfes  now  engaged  themfelves  in  a  difpute,at 
a  time  when, of  all  others, every  contention  fhould  have  been  avoided.- 
Mr.01iverDeLancey,appointed  by  the  houfe  to  provide  the  fupplies 
for  the  regiment  defigned  as  our  quota  towards  the  Crown  Point 
expedition,  now  gave  orders  to  flop  all  farther  preparations,  an 
open  rupture  between  the  governor  and  aftembly  being  daily  ex- 
pe&ed.  The  members  began  freely  to  fpeak  againft  him.  The 
council  laboured  to  procure  an  alteration  of  the  bill  ---  but  all  to 
no  purpofe.  .The  principal  thing  aimed  at,  was  the  pafling  of  the 
debt-bill  :  and  a  leading  member  in  the  houfe  plainly  intimated 
their  defigns  to  the  governor.  Doubtlefs  your  Lordfhip  will  won¬ 
der  he  did  not  difiulve  them  with  indignation.  Believe  me,  my 
Lord,  it  would  have  been  a  ftep,  at  this  time,  extremely  unadvifea- 
ble.  Forty  days  intermiffion  between  the  teft  and  return  of  the 
writ  of  fummons  for  the  election  of  reprefentatives,  being  reouired 
by  law  ;  the  public  exigencies  were  too  preffing  to  admit  o'f  any 

r-  1  ^aacey  knew  all  his  advantages  :  and  that  Sir 

Cnarles  Hardy  might  be  at  no  lofs  to  conjecture  that  the  houfe 
was  now  ailing  at  |ii$  beck,  nor  himfelf  under  the  necefiky  of 

L  joining 
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I75&  joining  with  the  council  againft  the  bill,  abfented  himfelf  from 
the  confutations  of  that  board.  The  neighbouring  colonies  in 
the  mean  time  were  urging  the  difpatch  of  our  preparations  for 
opening  the  campaign.  Reduced  at  length  by  thefe  perplexities 
he  was  obliged  to  fend  for  his  lieutenant,  and  gave  him  his 
promife  to  pafs  the  favourite  bill  for  payment  of  the  public 
debts.  The  houfe  then  privately  took  back  the  quota- bill  ;  and 
after  a  few  alterations,  the  council  pafled  it  on  the  31ft  of  March. 
To  both  of  them  Sir  Charles  gave  his  aflent  the  following  day  • 
and  they  were  enrolled  among  our  laws.  I  leave  this  affair  to 
your  Lordfhip’s  own  reflexions  }  obferving  only,  that  from  this 
period,  the  lieutenant  governor’s  influence  became  more  apparent 
than  before  — -  and  that  as  it  always  was,  fo  it  will  ever  continue 
to  be,  his  ruling  pafflon,  and  the  grand  engine  of  his  politics, 
to  crufh  or  controul  the  King’s  governors  in  this  province.  * 
Intern-  The  plan  of  operations,  concerted  at  New  York  in  December, 
gence  was  a  few  days  after  transmitted  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  to  be 

from  laid  before  his  Majefty,  for  the  royal  approbation  *.  Upon  the 

5  and,  arrival  of  the  firft  veflels  from  Europe  in  April  following,  we 
were  furprifed  with  thefe  remarkable  articles  of  intelligence  .•  That 
the  aXion  at  Lake  George  had  been  magnified  in  England  into 
an  almoft  decifive  viXory  —  that  Mr  Johnfon  was  advanced  to  the 
dignity  of  a  baronet,  and  5000 1.  fterling  voted  by  the  commons, 
as  a  farther  reward  for  his  great  ferviccs-— thatEyres.his  engineer,  was 
raifed  to  a  majority  —  and  Wraxal,  his  fecretary  to  the  command 
of  a  company.  To  crown,  in  fine,  the  utmofl  wifhes  of  his  adver- 
faries—  that  Mr.  Shirley’s  conduX  having  been  intirely  difappro- 
ved,  his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  remove  him  from  the  corn- 
agreeable  mand,  and  appoint  the  right  hon.  the  Earl  of  Loudon  general  of 
toMT.skir'  all  his  forces  in  North  America.  Than  thefe  particulars,  nothing 
ley’s  ad-  could:  have  been  more  pleafing  to  the  New  York  cabal  y  as  they 
lad  why*'  were  Shortly  to  reap  the  fruits  of  all  thofe  calumnies  of  which 
m  w  /.  tjJCy  ^ad  been  the  original  authors.  A  change  of  the  general  at 
once  gratified  their  revenge  and  ambition,  and  facilitated  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  an  affair  earneftly  folicited,  and  greatly  advancive  of 
their  intereft. 

/  _  •  ■  , 

•  Mr.  Powaal  Importuned  Mr.  Shirley  to  be  made  the  bearer  of  thefe  dif- 
patches.  The  general  rery  civilly  thanked  him  for  the  offer  of  his  femcej 
but  chofe  rather  to  confide  in  Major  Rutherford  and  Capt,  gtaatJ  Merris.- 
Mr,  Pownal  followed  foon  after  them  to  England, 
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I  will  not  affert,  that  Mr.  Shirley  had  yet  received  his  Majefty’s 
orders  with  refpedt  to  the  late  plan  of  operations.  I  believe  he  had 
not  ---  becaufe  on  the  7th  of  May  he  arrived  at  Albany,  and  conti¬ 
nued  his  preparations  for  carrying  that  plan  into  execution,  until 
the  25th  of  the  month,  when  a  council  of  war  was  there  held,  con- 
fifting  of  the  following  members  .* 

His  Excellency  the  General; 

Lieut.  Col.  Gage,  Lieut.  Col.  Burton,  Major  Chapman, 

Major  Sparks,  Sir  John  St.  Clair,  John  Montrefer,  Efq* 

chief  engineer. 

Mr.  Shirley  laid  before  them  the  minutes  of  the  congrefs  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  ftate  of  affairs.  With  refpedt 
to  the  weftern  expedition,  the  naval  force  upon  the  lake  confifted, 
he  obferved,  of  two  veffels  of  ten  carriage-guns  each  ;  two 
row-gallies,  each  of  ten  fwivels  ;  and  that  he  had  three 
months  before  iffued  orders  for  building  three  other  veffels,  one  of 
eighteen,  another  of  fixteen,  and  a  third  of  twelve  carriage-guns. 
Befides  which,  there  would  be  250  Whale-boats  upon  the  lake, 
each  of  them  capable  of  containing  16  men.  The  land  forces  then 
at  Ofwego,  and  on  their  march  for  preferving  a  free  communica¬ 
tion  between  that  place  and  Albany, where  his  own  and  Pepperell’s 
regiments,  with  that  raifed  and  fupported  by  the  province  of  New 
Jerfey,  and  the  four  independent  companies  of  New  York.  As 
there  was  a  magazine  of  provifions  and  ftores  at  the  Canajohary 
Falls,  about  35  miles  from  Schenedtady  ;  his  excellency  propofed 
porting  there  100  men  out  of  thofe  forces  .•  as  many  more  at  the 
German  Flats,  to  fecure  another  magazine,  guard  the  portage,  and 
convoy  the  provifions  thro’  the  Wood  Creek  :  and  as  the  fall  near 
Ofwego  occafioned  another  fmali  portage,  -  a  fort  was  there  alfo  to 
be  eredted,  for  a  garrifon  of  fifty  men  at  leaft.  It  was,  my  Lord 
of  the  greateft  moment  to  keep  open  the  communication  between 
Albany  and  our  fort  on  the  lake  ;  his  excellency  was  therefore 
intent  upon  railing  four  companies  of  fixty  privates  each, to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  fcouting  along  the  paffage,  and  harraffing  the  French  fet- 
tlements  between  Frontenac  and  Montreal. 

Tke  general  gave  them  alfo  an  account  of  thertrength  of  Ofwe- 

Mr  !t  th.e  laft .  fajf  "*  j ‘dding,  that  he  had  fent  up 

Mr.  M‘Keller,  the  engineer  in  fecond,  and  Mr.  Sewer,  a  pradliti- 

oner  engineer,  with  orders  to  make  fuch  additional  works,  as  they 

fhould  think  neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  that  important  port.  aS 
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yvOur  Lorofliip  will  be  pleafed  to  take  notice,  that  thefe  orders 
were  iffued  very  early  in  March,  before  the  Mohawk  river  was 
open  >_  and  that  the  engineers  actually  arrived  at  Ofwego  in  April. 
At  thefe  fevcral  garnfons  were  to  be  depofited  fix  months  provi- 
Iions  for  7000  ;  and  he  oblerved  to  the  council,  that  for  that  pur- 
po.e,  200  whaieboats  and  500  battoes  had  been  difpatched  fincethe 
fit  of  April  from  Schenectady.  The  remaining  quantity  would 
have  been  tranlported  by  the  middle  of  July,  had  his  defigns  been 

As  to  the  provincial  expedition,  he  informed  them  —  that  the 
troops  voted  by  the  feveral  colonies  amounted  to  8800  men,  inclu¬ 
ding  the  officers  and  garrifons  at  the  forts  Edward  and  William- 
rTnry.  One,  or  perhaps  two  hundred  Indians  might  be  expedited 
to  join  them,  befides  a  company  which  his  excellency  had  raifed 
to  harralj  the  enemy  upon  lake  Champlain,  and  procure  intelli¬ 
gence  of  their  motions  in  Canada  ;  and  three  more,  for  the  like 

fervice,  were  intended  to  be  chofen  out  of  the  whole  force  deftined. 
for  Crown  Point. 

About  this  time  one  Rogers,  of  New  Hampffiire,  capt.  of  a. 
ranging  company,  gave  repeated  demonftrations  of  his  activity  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Crown  Point.  He  made  many  incurfions 
upon  the  enemy,  fell  on  their  fcattered  parties,  and  fcarce  ever  re¬ 
turned  to  Fort  William-Henry  without  fealps  and  prifoners.  The 
general  took  particular  notice  of  him  ;  and  he  became  Angularly 
ferviceable  in  procuring  intelligence.  By  a  cadet,  whom  he  took 
on  the  20th  of  May,  we  were  informed,  that  the  whole  number  of 
men  at  Fort  St.  Frederic,  Tinonderoge,  and  at  an  advanced  poft,. 
were  1 100,  compofed  of  the  regiments  of  Languedoc,  theQueen’s 
regiment,  two  companies  of  the  colony  troops,  and  the  militia. 
Befides  thefe,  there  were  Indians  •,  but  their  numbers  uncertain  : 
that  at  I  inonderoge  the  French  had  twelve  pieces  of  ordnance 
mounted,  and  carriages  preparing  for  an  additional  number  ;  but 
that  the  retrenchment  at  the  advanced  poft  was  without  any  can¬ 
non.  Thefe  troops  wintered  at  Montreal  and  Chambly  ;  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  louth  end  of  the  lake  about  the  middle  of  April,  be¬ 
ing  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions  and  military  ftores.— Thefe 
intelligences  the  genera!  laid  before  his  council  j  and  then  obferved, 
that  the  50th  and  51ft  regiments,  the  four  independent  com¬ 
panies,  and  the  regiment  of  New  Jerfey,  were  fcarce  a  third  part 
of  the  number  of  troops  defigned  by  the  general  plan  for  the  operas 
tions  upon  Lake  Ontaiio  :  that. the  provincials  were  alfo  not  only 

deficient  t 
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deficient  of  the  complement  thought  necefTiry  at  the  congrefs,  but-  1756. 
even  of  the  number  voted  by  the  provinces  concerned  in  the  enter- 
prize  againft  Crown  Point  ;  and  that  it  was  impra&icable,  even, 
with  the  junction  of  the  44th  and  48th  regiment?,  then  at  Albany, 
to  carry  on  both  the  northern  and  weftern  expeditions  at  the  fame 
time  ;  that  he  had  no  dependance  upon  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Na¬ 
tions  ;  Sir  William  Johnfon  being  unable  to  procure  fcouting  par¬ 
ties  ;  and  that  upon  this  account  he  propofed  raifing  tour  compa-  * 
nies  for  that  fervice.  >  *. 

Your  Lordfhip  may  hence  obferve,  whatreafon  the  congrefsin 
December  had  for  their  opinion,  that  more  troops  were  neceffary 
for  his  Majefty’s  fervice  in  America.  N6  reinforcements  being 
yet  arrived  from  England,  for  carrying  the  general  plan  into  exe¬ 
cution,  the  council  were  of  unanimous  opinion  ---  that  1300  ought 
to  be  polled  at  Ofwego,  50  at  the  Falls,  200  at  the  Oneida  Car-  yj,cjr  0. 
rying- Place,  150  at  the  German  Flatts,  and  as  many  more  at  the  pinic  nand 
Conejohary  Falls.  They  advifed  therefore, ---  that  the  50th  and  advice, 
oft,  and  the  New  Jerfey  regiments,  the  independents,  and  the 
North  Carolina  provincials  ( sll  which  amounted  to  about  2000 
men  )  fhould  be  employed  in  that  fervice.  The  44th  and  48th 
regiments,  with  the  colony  troops,  were  thought  fufiicient  to  re¬ 
duce  Crown  Point.  Accordingly,  they  recommended  their  junc¬ 
tion  :  advifing,  however,  that  the  regulars  fhould  continue  for  a 
time  in  their  encampment  at  Albany.  — -  The  ranging  companies, 
propofed  by  the  general,  were  highly  approved  ;  and  the  railing 
of  others  ftrongly  recommended.  They  alfo  concurred  with  him 
in  fentiment— -  that  a  road  ought  to  be  made  from  the  German  , 

Flatts  to  Ofwego  :  and  declared,  it  appeared  to  them  very  necef- 
fary  to  ftrengthenFort  Edward, and  erect  another  at  theSouth  Bay. 

The  former  was  a  depofit  for  ftores,  and  at  the  concurrence  of  all 
the  routes  from  Crown  Point  to  Albany.  The  latter  would  com¬ 
mand  the  route  taken  by  baron  Diefkau  for  his  defigned  attack 
upon  Fort  Edward  — -  a  route  thro’  which  incurfions  were  frequent¬ 
ly  made  upon  our  northern  frontier.  A  fort  at  the  South  Bay 
was  conceived  requifite,  to  cover  our  convoys  of  provisions 
for  the  nothern  expedition  from  the  infults  of  the  enemy,  who 
in  flying  parties  infefted  the  paflage  from  Albany  to  *  Wil~  •'  . 
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♦For  the  building  of  a  fort  at  Sooth  Bay  preparations  were  making  when 
Mr  Shi  1  ley  tefigned  the  command  of  t Me  army  :  hoc  thewcik  has  fmee  hern 
nrgleited  ;  and  the  p(Tige  from  Fort  Ed  ward  to  our  camp  at  William* 
Henry .  mfcffcd  all  this  Ih  miner j and  many  of  our  peoolc  cut  oh,  as  was 

forefeen  by  this  council...  ‘  liam- Henry. . 


* 


175'^*  Ham-Henry,  The  propriety  of  this  advice,  my  Lord,  mu  ft  be  evi- 
dent  to  every  man  of  a  tolerable  acquaintance  with  the  country  • 
and  thefe  were  the  very  fentiments  which  the  general  repeatedly 
communicated  to  Sir  William  Johnfon,  in  his  letters,  after  the 
a£hon  at  Lake  George  ;  which  were  then  flighted  by  the  cabal, who 
ituclioufly  oppofed  him  in  all  his  meafurcs. 

Thus  I  have  Ihewn  your  Lord  (hip  the  reafons  why  the  general 
plan  continued  to  be  unexecuted,  till  the  fitting  of  this  laft  council 
of  war.  Mr.  Shirley,  however,  in  hopes  of  the  arrival  of  the 
ex  petted  reinforcements,  and  loth  to  be  diverted  from  his  favou¬ 
rite  defigns  upon  Lake  Ontario,  .continued  to  throw  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  provifions  and  ftores  into  Schenettady,  and  all  the  ma¬ 
gazines  between  that  place  and  Ofwego.-  This,  it  was  fuppofed 
was  done  to  induce  his  fucceflor,  from  thefe  ample  fupplies  to 
att  upon  this  quarter  ;  it  being  univerfally  imagined,  that  Crown 
roint  was  now  become  the  main  objett  of  the  miniftry.  Till 
the  arrival  of  General  Webb  on  the  7th  of  June,  this  was  only 
conjetture,  and  general  report.  The  efFetts  of  the  mifreprefen- 
tations  of  American  affairs  in  England,  then  became  evident  to 
aii  ;  for  the  (lores  laid  in  at  Schenectady  were  now  reconveyed 
•to  Albany  for  the  nothern  expedition  •,  and  frefh  clamours  excited 
againrt  Mr.  Shirley, for  his  fupplies  towards  the  weftern  operations 
n.ul  a!  °n  the  x5th  of  June,  Major  General  Abercrombie  landed  at  New 
bercombie  York  >  and  ten  days  after  at  Albany ;  where  he  immediately  took 
takes  the  uponhimfelfthecommand  of  thearmy.  Shirley  continued  there  no 
commind  longer  than  to  deliver  over  to  the  new  general  the  proper  returns 
of  th;  and  communicate  fuch  information  as  appeared  neceffarv.  with  rd 
fpctt  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs. 

The  whole  force,  of  which  General  Abercrombie  now  took 
the  command,  confided  of  the  44th,  48th,  50th,  and  51ft  regi¬ 
ments,  four  independent  companies,  the  New  Jerfey  regiment, 
four  companies  raffed  ;by  the  province  of  North  Carolina* 
Otway’s,  and  the  Highland  regiments  *,  and  the  provincial  forces 
deftined  againft  Crown  Point. 

Instructions  had  been  given  to  Sir  William  Johnfon,  to 

r  Procure  a  ,ar6e  body  of  the  Slx  Nations,  to  join  in  any  attempt 

holds  a  t,iat  m'gHt  be  made  upon  the  Lake  Ontario  4  and  to  engage  100 

canfeienc«  more,  for  the  afliftance  of  the  provincial  army.  To  effett  which, 

at  Onon-  he  was  then  holding  a  conference  with  the  deputies  of  the  Six 
ibga.  ,  "  r 

*  Thefe  two  regiments  •arrived  with  him,  and  confided  ofabcut  900  men.- 

Cantons 
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Cantons  at  Onondaga ;  from  whence  he  was  to  proceed  imroedi*  1756-. 
ately  to  Ofwego.  Mr.  Shirley  had,  befides,  raifed  a  company  of 
Indians  from  Stockbridge,  to  be  employed  in  ranging  the  woods 
between  Fort  William- Henry  and  Montreal :  and  that  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fervice  upon  Lake  Ontario  might  be  free  from  the  ob- 
ftruflions,  by  which  it  hath  been  the  year  before  greatly  embar- 
raffed,  he  had  inlifted  40  companies  of  battoemen,  each  of  50  men.  Forty 
a  captain  asd  an  affiftant,  for  tranfporting  ftores  and  provifions  to  companies 
Ofwego.  Thefe  were  put  under  the  dire&ion  ofCapt.  Bradilreet,  of 
an  active  vigilant  officer,  inured  to  the  hardfliips  to  which  that  * 

fervice  inevitably  expofed  him.  This,  tho’  one  of  the  moft  rheirgreat 
judicious  meafures  that  could  have  been  taken,  was  made  the  ufcfalnefr. 
fubjed  of  low  invedive.  The  fadion  at  New  York  laboured  to 
reprefent  it  as  a  projed  to  involve  the  Crown  in  a  needlefs  expence : 
but  time  has  given  the  fulleft  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  this  ftep  ; 
and  proper  it  will  appear  to  your  Lordlhip,  before  the  conclufion 
of  this  letter.  General  Shirley  wifely  forefaw,  that  the  Indians  of 
the  Six  Nations,  whatever  influence  over  them  Sir  William  John- 
fon  might  pretend,  could  not  be  engaged  even  to  proted  the  King’s 
troops  in  the  pafiage  thro*  their  own  country  ?  and  that  unlefs  the 
.  communication  was  kept  open  to  Ofwego,  nothing  could  be  effec¬ 
ted  upon  the  Lake,  nor  the  garrifon  itfelf  preferved  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Accordingly,  no  fooner  did  the 
fpring  open,  than  a  little  blockaded  poft,  with  25  men,  at  the  Car-  A  I"1*11,, 
rying- Place,  in  the  very  center  of  the  Oneida  country,  was  cut  off ;  off  in^he 
the  Oneidas  themfelves  being  unqueftionably  concerned  in  the  maf-  Indian 
facre.  Nothing  could  fecure  us  againft  the  repetition  of  thefe  in-  country4 
fults,  but  parting  through  the  country  with  large  fquadrons  of 
battoes  :  and  to  facilitate  the  tranfportation,  Mr.  Shirley,  who  can- 
vafled  every  expedient  for  the  prefervation  of  Ofwego,  employed 
a  working  party  of  80  men,  under  a  diredor,  to  remove  the  ob- 
ftrudions  in  the  Wood  Creek  ;  by  this  means,,  the  portage  from 
the  Mohawks  River,  acrofs  the  great  Carrying- Place,  was' 
reduced  from  eight  miles  to  one.  Nor  did  he  omit  obferving  to 
his  fucceflbr,  that  an  attempt  upon  Niagara  was  of  the  laft 
importance ;  the  lofs  or  prefervation  of  our  Indians  depending; 
upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  operations  on  Lake  Ontario. 

Relative  to  the  Crown  Point  expedition,  he  recommended 
the  march  of  part  of  the  army,  in  a' new  difeovered  route,  on  the 
555  Lake  George,  to  the  enemy’s  advanced  works,  five 

miles 

‘  *  *  s  r 
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■1756.  miles  fliort  of  Tinonderoge.  Which  being  carried,  the  heavy  ar 
Ellery  and  (tores  might  be  there  landed,  and  transported  thro5  a 
road  to  Tinonderoge  and  Fort  Frederic  :  and  after  the  redu&ion 
of  thofe  fortrefles,he  advifed  General  Abercrombie  immediately  to 
conltrudl  armed  vdfels,to  fecure  the  command  of  Lake  Champlain. 


Governor 

Sharpe’s 

defigned 

attempt 

on  fort  Du 

Quefne 

fails. 


Your  Lordship  may  remember,  that  an  attempt  was  propo- 
fed,  at  the  congrefs  in  December,  againft  Fort  Du  Quefne,  with 
an  army  of  3000  provincials.  Gov.  Sharpe  was  to  have  com¬ 
manded  in  that  enterprize  ;  but  there  remained  now  no  hopes  of 
its  profecudon.  Virginia  chofe  to  be  intirely  upon  the  defenfive. 
---  Maryland  was  wholly  inactive  ;  her  frontier  being  covered  by 
the  adjoining  provinces  —  -  and  as  to  Penfylvania,  fhe  raifed  indeed 
1 500  men,  but  only  with  a  view  to  proteft  her  out-farms  ;  nor 
probably  would  thus  far  have  confulted  her  own  fafety,  but  for  the 
daily  murders  and  horrid  cruelties  perpetrated  upon  her  borders* 


C  ire  am-  W  ith  refpedt  to  the  circumftances  of  Indian  affairs  to  the  north- 

hances  of  ward  — -  While  Mr.  Shirley  was  at  Ofwego,  and  upon  his  return, 
fairs* to1*"  as  ^  before  °bferved  to  your  Lordfhip,  he  propofed  to  the 
the  north  ^riecas,  Cayugas,  Onondagas,  and  Oneidas,  the  ere&ion  of 
ward,  fmall  forts  for  the  proteftion  of  their  refpe&ive  caftles.  The 
two  laft  tribes  confented,  defiring  alfo,  that  the  forts  might  be 
mounted  with  cannon  :  and  the  Tufcoraras  afterwards  fent  deputies 
to  him,  with  the  like  requeft  :  the  Senecas  and  Cayugas  had 

alio  lately  fignified  their  acquiefcence  to  Sir  William  Johnfon  $  and 
the  general  tranfmitted  him  the  plan  of  a  fort,  direfling  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  work  with  all  poffible  difpatch,  as  a  moft  effe&ual 
means  to  fecure  the  Indian  country  to  his  Majefly. 

Before  Mr.  Shirley  left  Ofwego  the  laft  year,  he  propofed  to 
the  Six  Nations  their  convening  this  fummer,  in  a  grand  council 
there,  the  Indians  on  the  north  fide  of  lake  Ontario,  and  round  lake 
Erie,  to  confult  their  common  intereft,  and  maintain  a  correfpon* 
dence  by  annual  councils  at  Ofwego.  And  to  draw  off  the  latter 
from  their  attachment  to  the  French,  recommended  to  the  Six 
Nations  their  concurrence,  in  openir  g  a  free  trade  with  the  foreign 
Indians,  at  the  entrance  or  the  Onondaga  river,  upon  terms  more 
•  advantageous  to  all  the  Indians  than  any  hitherto  purfued.  This 
Ipring  Sir  William  Johnfon  informed  his  excellency,  that  the  Six 

*  '  —  '  V  T  • 

Nations 


(  b  ) 

Nations  were  extremely  well  pleated  with  the  projefls  relating  both  1756.' 
to  the  trade  at  Ofwego,  and  the  conftrudtion  of  forts  in  their  can- 
tons.  To  accelerate  the  latter, the  general  fupplied  him  with  5000 1. 
fterling,  in  addition  to  5000  1.  advanced  to  him  by  General  Brad- 
dock  :  and  yet,  my  Lord,  he  was  conftrained  to  confefs,  in  a  fub- 
fequent  *  letter,  that  unlefs  his  excellency  could  engage  feveral 
companies  of  rangers,  he  defpaired  of  the  prefervation  even  of  a 
free  paffage  thro*  their  country  :  and  whether  he  has  to  this  day 
built  a  fingle  fort,  as  the  general  propofed,  I  have  not  been  able, 
after  much  inquiry,  to  dilcover. 

Equally  unpromifing  was  the  fituation  of  our  affairs  with  the  Situation 
fouthern  Indians.  Some  hopes  indeed  were  entertained  of  the  fidelity  cf  our  af-* 
of  the  Cherokees  —  a  people  warlike  and  powerful  ;  in  whofe  ?alrcs*kh 
territories  the  Virginians  were  erefting  a  fortrefs.  The  Shawanefe  tr{j*rnf°i£ 
neverthelefs  continued  their  eruptions  into  that  province  ;  and  Go-  dians,  * 
vernor  Dinwiddie  was  obliged  to  draft  the  militia,  to  oppofe  their 
progrefs,  and  preferve  the  town  of  Winchefter.  Thefe  Indians  al- 
fo,  with  the  Sufquehanas  and  Delawares,  committed  frequent  hof- 
tilities  upon  the  Penfvlvanians*  Governour  Morris,  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  country,  carried  a  line  of  forts  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  Kittatiny  mountains,  all  along  the  extended  frontier  of  that 
colony,  from  Delaware  to  the  river  Potowmac.  The  government 
of  New  Jerfey  proceeded  even  to  declare  war  againft  the  Delaware 
Indians  ;  and  would  have  penetrated  into  their  fettlements,  had 
not  affurances  been  fent  by  Sir  William  Johnfon  from  the  council 
at  Onondaga,  that  the  Delawares  and  Shawanefe,  in  obedience  to 
the  Six  Nations,  were  under  renewed  and  poftitive  engagements, to 
refrain  from  any  farther  outrages  upon  the  fouthern  frontiers.  If 
any  fuch  promifes  were  really  made,*tis  certain  they  were  immedi¬ 
ately  broken,  many  of  our  inhabitants  having  fince  been  murdered 
and  captivated  by  the  favages  of  thofe  very  tribes.  Whence  we 
may  fairly  conclude,  that  either  the  Six  Nations  connived  at  thefe 
infractions  of  their  commands  ;  or  that  their  antient  foverei^nty  is 
become  the  contempt  of  their  tributaries.  In  fact,  my  Lord,  the 

matter  is  ft  ill  worle.  Too  much  reafon  is  there  to  believe  the  truth 
of  both  thefe  alternatives. 

T  informed  yourLordfhip,that  Sir  William  Johnfon  was  order-  Sir  W;lii* 
ed  to  proceed  from  Onondaga  to  Ofwego,  with  as  many  Indians  am  John- 

fon’s  con* 

tiVft  con* 

*  10  May,  1756.  fideied. 
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as  could  be  perfwaded  to  march  with  him  \  not  only  for  the  more 
effcdu  il  prefervation  of  that  poll,  but  to  execute  the  plan  which 
Gen.  Shirley  had  concerted,for  the  eftablilhment  of  an  annual  coun¬ 
cil  there,  with  thofe  Indians  who  had  been  long  in  the  French  in- 
tereft,  and  feemed  ready  to  liften  to  propofals  lor  an  alliance  with 
us.  It  was  expedient,  my  Lord,  that  he  ihould  have  complied 
with  thefe  inftrudtions,  nay  it  was  his  duty  •,  but  no  fooner  was  he 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Shirley’s  refignation  of  the  command  of  the 
army,  than  he  returned  from  Onondaga  to  Albany,  at  the  head  of 
about  60  Indians  •,  leaving  Capt.  Patten  with  his  company  of  gre¬ 
nadiers,  to  wander  thro’  a  forlorn  wildernefs,  in  fearch  ofOfwego. 
Whether  this  inftance  of  his  conduft  was  not  intended  to  raife  his 
reputation  with  the  new  general,  as  a  leading  man  among  the  In¬ 
dians,  I  leave  to  your  Lordfhip’s  conjedture.  By  arts  like  thefe, 
he  acquired  his  Indian  fame  .*  and  the  influence  of  the  fadtion  at 
New  York  fo  powerfully  fuftained  it,  that  few  perfons  doubted  his 
ability  to  procure  fevera!  hundred  warriors  for  our  afiiftance,  tho* 
every  day  exhibited  frelh  proofs  of  their  ?  melancholy  defection. 
Befides  the  deftruflion  of  our  poft  in  the  very  country  of  the  One- 
idas  mentioned  before,  the  enemy  infefted  the  parts  about  Ofwego, 
and  the  whole  paffage  thither,  without  the  leaft  oppofition  from 
the  Six  Nations.  Alarms  indeed  were  frequently  given  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  their  flying  parties ;  and  it  was  obfervable,  that  Sir.  Wil¬ 
liam  Johnfon,  on  thofe  occafions,  as  Colonel  of  the  county,  raifed 
the  militia  of  Albany,  and  proceeded  to  the  fpot  •,  tho*  every  man 
acquainted  with  Indians  well  knows,  that  of  all  places,  thefe  are 
the  moft  unlikely  for  finding  the  enemy.  By  fuch  (ham  expediti¬ 
ons  have  our  northern  inhabitants  been  impoverifhed  anddiftrefied  : 
jnor  could  they  anfwer  any  other  end,  than  to  raife  a  bruit  thro’  the 
colonies  ;  and  with  parade  and  oftentation  fet  the  gazetteers  upon 
founding  his  applaufe.  —  Even  in  thefe  wild  romantic  excurfions, 
but  few  Indians  attended  him  :  and  yet  if  we  credit  our  news  wri¬ 
ters,  hundreds  were  in  his  train. 

Mr.  Shirley  had  fcarce  refigned  the  command  to  M  jor  Ge¬ 
neral  Abercrombie,  when  the  good  efFedf  of  the  bittoe  le; vice  be¬ 
came  fo  irrefiltibly  evident,  that  his  very  enemies  recolledied  their 
ungrounded  calumnies  with  (hame  and  confufion.  — -  I  dlude,  my 
Lord,  to  the  adlion  between  the  Fiench  and  our  battoe  men,on  the 
2d  of  July.  Senfible  of  the  importance  of  Ofwego.the  enemy  col- 
ledfed  themfelves  about  the  latter  end  of  May  in  a  large  body,  not 


■ 
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many  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  that  garrifon  ;  from  whence  detach¬ 
ments  were  perpetually  fent  out  to  fall  upon  our  workmen,  and  in- 
feft  the  paffage  thro*  the  Onondaga  River.  Capt.  Bradftreet,  who 
had  the  direction  of  the  battoes,  was  apprized  that  fmail  parties  lay 
in  ambufli,  waiting  a  favourable  opportunity  to  attack  him.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  when  he  left  Ofwego,  he  ordered  the  feveral  divifions 
to  proceed  as  near  each  other  as  poffible  :  but  fo  numerous  and  ir¬ 
regular  a  body  could  not  without  difficulty  be  kept  to  any  tolera¬ 
ble  order.  He  was  at  the  head  of  about  300  battoe-men,  in  the 
firft  divifion,upon  his  return  to  Schenettady  ;  and  about  nine  miles 
from  Ofwego,  when  the  enemy,  who  were  700  ftrong,  rofe  from 
their  ambufcade,  and  fired  upon  his  front.  Near  the  place  of  at- 
tack,  was  a  fmail  Ifland,  by  which  the  enemy  might  eafily  have 
forded  the  river.  Bradftreet  in  an  inftant  landed  upon  the  ifland, 
£0  prevent  being  inclofed  between  two  fires  ;  and  with  fix  men 
maintained  his  poffeffion,  bravely  repelling  twenty  of  the  enemy, 
who  attempted  to  feize  that  advantageous  poft.  He  was  then  rein® 
forced  with  fix  others  ;  and  even  compelled  a  fecond  party  of  40 
French  to  give  way.*  Enraged  at  this  fhameful  difappointment,the 
enemy,  to  the  number  of  70  men,  thought  proper  to  make  a 
third  attempt ;  but  the  battoe-men,  who  did  not  exceed  20,  with 
redoubled  bravery  ftill  kept  their  ground,  and  again  forced  their 
adverfaries  to  retire.  During  thefe  fkirmifhes,  which  lafted  near 
an  hour,  the  battoe-men  in  the  rear  landed,  without  lofs  orconfu- 
fion,upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river.  Four  hundred  of  the  enemy 
now  advanced  up  the  north  fide  of  the  ftream,  intending  to  ford 
it  about  a  mile  higher,  and  furround  us.  Bradftreet,  aware  of  the 
defign,  left  the  ifland,  and  with  two  hundred  men  marched  on  the 
other  fide  to  oppofe  them.  But  they  had  adtually  forded  over,be- 
fore  he  came  up,  and  ported  themfelves  in  afwamp.  Dr.  Kirk¬ 
land,  with  the  fecond  divifion  of  battoes,\vas  now  advancing  to  his 
affiftance  ;  but  Bradftreet  ordered,  and  Capt.  Butler,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  third  divifion,  to  keep  their  pofts,  and  cover  the  bat- 
toes  in  the  rear.  Being  arrived  at  the  fwamp,  an  engagement  en- 
fued  in  the  Indian  manner  of  fighting  and  continued  above  an  hour 
with  dubious  fuccefs.  Bradftreet,at  length  animating  his  men,rufti~ 
ed  into  the  thicket  thro*  twice  his  number, and  gallantly  pufhedthem 
Into  the  river,  where  many  of  them  perifhed.  Another  attempt  was 
made, in  the  mean  time, to  ford  the  river  a  little  higher  5  but  thofe 
being  alfo  repulfed,the  whole  party  was  intirely  routed  and  difperfed. 
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Onondaga  ^aPt<  Patten»  w'ch  his  grenadiers  from 

unondaga,  fell  in  with  our  battoes  }  and  the  next  morning  a 

reinforcement  of  200  men  came  up  from  the  garrifon  and  but 

or  the  exceflive  rains,  which  began  foon  after  the  aftion  and 

continued  all  the  next  day,  thefe  brave  battoe-men  would  probably 

have  CUt  off  the  whole  party.  Had  Sir  William  Johnfon!  as 

Jas  expedlcd  accompanied  Capt.  Patten  to  Ofwego,  with  the  In* 

Durfuir^ trom  Onondaga,  Bradftreet  might  have  made  immediate 
purfuit,  and  many  of  the  enemy  mult  have  been  overtaken  ; 
bu  this  pacific  plenipotentiary  was  then  haftening  to  Albany  fa  fafe 

5,  ;  t,0n)  w“5  th/  ™nutes  Of  his  late  conference.  A 

SteSr?"  of  affea‘onate  Indian  fpeeches;  and  large  promifes 
i  5lftance  *  when  fcarce  a  man  of  them  could  be  prevailed 

Em  Ei  uUt  °r  h!s  hut  /or  thc  dcfence  of  the  common  caufe. 
C)f  m  r  haJ  bUt  2  ndL'anS  °f  theSixNations  with  him  at  this  attack: 
...  i16  e’  °ne  t0Glc  t0  ^'s  ^ec^s  5  a  Pecond  fought  bravely  1  but  the 
third  went  over  to  the  enemy, and  affifted  in  pointing  out  ourofficers, 

Jn  thefe  feveral  aftions  we  had  about  3o  men  killed  and  wounded. 
How  mar. y  of  the  French  were  flam,  is  not  certainly  known  ; 
tho  it  is  generally  faid,  they  loft  about  120.  Eighty  Arms  were 
brought  to  Sehenedtady  }  and  about  70  men  found  in  the  woods, 
snu  carried  to  Olwego.  The  French  fled  in  the  utmoft  diforder  ♦ 
and  fome  of  their  regular  foldiers,  being  ftrangers  to  the  country! 
got  bewildered  in  the  defart,  and  perifhed  for  want  of  fuflenance. 

Ba adstreet  arrived  at  Schenedady  on  the  nth  of  July  ;  and 
the  next  day  acquainted  General  Abercrombie  at  Albany  of  the 
ltate  of  Ofwego.-- That  he  learnt  from  his  prifoners,  the  French 
were  preparing  to  attack  it,  having  1200- men  for  that  purpofe  en¬ 
camped  not  far  from  the  eallernmoft  fort.  Upon  the  receipt  of 
this  intelligence,  orders  were  iflued  to  Major  General  Webb  to 
hold  himfeif  in  readinefs  to  march  for  its  defence  with  the  lath 
regiment.  My  Lord,  Mr.  Shirley  had,  feveral  days  before  *,  ad- 
vifed  General  Abercrombie  to  reinforce  that  garrifon  with  f  two 
battalions  at  kaft :  and  they  might  have  marched  immediately, 

A 

*  On  the  atfth  of  June,  the  d|y  after  he  was  fuperfeded. 
f  ^uch  a  reinforcement  could  ealily  have  been  lpated  for  that  purnof*0 
Otway  s  and  the  Highland  regiment  being  now  landed  at  Albany. 
And  that  this  neceffary  ftep  might  not  be  obftrufted,  General  Shirley 
had,  before  their  arrival,  clif patched  anexprefs  to  Ofwego,  ordering  Brad- 
Jtieet  to  quicken  his  return  to  Scheneitadj. 

as 


as  Bradftreet  was  ready  to  convoy  the  troops,  and  every  magazine,  1756V 
along  the  pafiage,  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions.  But  not 
to  anticipate  my  ftory  • 

Mr.  Shirley  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  LordLcuj 
waited  the  arrival  of  my  Lord  Loudon,  who  landed  there  on  the  don  arrL 
23d  of  that  month,  with  Mr.  Pownal  in  his  train  :  but  in  what  ves* 
character  the  latter  returned  a  fecond  time  from  England,  was  a 
fubjedt  of  doubtful  conjedure.— -His  Lordfhip,  regardlefs  of  his 
eafe,  and  the  fatigues  of  a  tedious  voyage,  tarried  there  but  three 
days  ;  and  on  the  29th  of  July  reached  his  head  quarters  at 
Albany,  when  he  took  upon  himfelf  the  command  of  the  army. 

The  garrifon  of  Ofwego  confided  now  of  1400  men,  and  about 
300  workmen  and  Tailors.  Four  hundred  and  eighty-five  were 
ported,  in  fmall  parties,  between  that  place  and  Burnet's  Field,  to 
maintain  an  open  paffage  thro*  the  country  of  the  Six  Nations. 

The  44th  and  48th  regiments  at  Albany  and  Schene&ady,  with 
the  Britifh  troops  juft  arrived,  confided  now  of  2600  men  ;  and 
the  provincials,  under  the  command  of  General  Window,  were 
about  7000,  and  ready  to  march  from  Fort  William- Henry.--- 
Of  the  naval  force  of  Ofwego,  I  have  already  given  your  Lordfhip 
an  account :  and  as  to  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy  at  Tinonderoge 
and  Crown  Point,  according  to  the  lateft  intelligence  obtained  by 
Capt.  Rogers,  they  did  not  exceed  3000  men. 

From  his  Lordfhip's  known  abilities  for  war,  the  colonies  were  Our  pre* 
in  great  hopes,  that  notwithftanding  the  delay  of  the  Britifh  rein-  k,,f  force-,, 
forcements,  fome  coup  d*  eclat  would  very  fpeedily  be  ftruck  at  aRr<  thaf  °/ 
Crown  Point.  But  alas !  while  we  were  intent  upon  this  favourite  tliC  UU^ 
defign,  the  enemy  were  bending  their  main  force,  not  to  oppofe 
us  at  Tinonderoge,  but  to  fecure  what  was  to  them  a  matter  of 
much  more  importance,!  mean  theexclufive  dominion  of  the  great 
Lakes--- Accordingly,  they  laid  fiege  to  Ofwego  ;  and  after  two 
or  three  days  concert,  obliged  the  garrifon, on  the  14th  of  Auguft*  p[wr?e*' 
to  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of  war.  This  melancholy"  ac-  ^ k!1!?v 
count  was  firft  brought  to  Albany  by  fevcral  foidiers,  fome  of- and  the’ ' 
whom  had  formerly  deferred  the  trench  fervice  ;  and  remained  gamfon 
many  days  unconfirmed,  till  the  arrival  of  two  Tailors,  who  made  pii~ 
their  efcape  after  the  reduction  of  the  forts.  An  universal  fhock  ™crvot 
was  now  given  to  the  whole  continent  :  and  to  increafe  our  dif- 
trefs,  the  Indians  reported,  that  the  whole  garrifon  was  put  to 
ibe  fword,  and  the  dead  bodies  oi  our  country  men  denied  even 
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the  faered  rite  of  fepultre#  But  this*  by  fubfequent  advices,  was 
contradicted  :  and  the  fpies,  difpatched  for  obfervation,  inform  us, 
that  the  works  are  entirely  demoliffied,  and  the  enemy  departed. 
In  what  manner,  and  by  what  numbers,  it  was  taken,  or  upon 
what  terms  furrendered,  I  cannot  give  your  Lordfhip  any  fatis- 
factory  account.  How  many  were  killed  on  either  fide  is  alfo  un¬ 
known  i  the*  certain  it  is  that  Lieut.  Col.  Mercer,  the  command¬ 
ing  officer,  is  among  the  flain. 

It  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  my  Lord,  that  Mr.  Shirley’s  advice 
to  General  Abercrombie  had  been  followed  •  and  equally  to  be 
regretted,  that  Sir  William  Johnfon  returned  with  fuch  precipita¬ 
tion  from  Onondaga  to  Albany.  Nor  ought  the  difeharge  of 
400  battoe-men,  after  Bradftreet’s  return,  to  pafs  without  fome 
remark.  They  arrived  at  Schenedfady,  as  I  obferved  before,  on 
the  nth  of  July  and  methinks  the  recent  proofs  of  their  cou¬ 
rage,  and  the  account  they  gave  of  the  ftrength  and  defigns  of 
the  enemy,  might  have  been  a  fufficient  antidote  againft  the  poifon 
of  that  council  for  their  difeharge  ;  which  was  unqueftionably  de- 
figned  by  Mr.  Shirley’s  enemies  for  throwing  an  odium  on  his 
meafures.  To  the  fame  influence,  my  Lord,  it  was  undoubtedly 
owing,  that  General  Webb’s  march,  with  the  44th  regiment  from 
Schenedlady,  was  delayed  till  the  12th  of  Auguft,  but  two  days 
before  the  garrifon  was  actually  furrendered.  He  had  proceeded 
no  farther  than  Burnet’s  Field,  with  his  regiment  of  900  men,  and 
the  remaining  800  battoe-men,  when  the  deferters  brought  him 
the  news  of  the  fiege.  Upon  the  receipt  of  which,  he  made  a 
forced  march  to  the  Oneida  Carrying- Place ;  where  he  immediately 
felled  trees  into  the  Wood  Creek,to  prevent  the  approach  of  the  *  - 
enemy.  - 

These,  my  Lord,  were  great  overfights  :  but  the  lofs  of  Of- 
wego  muft  principally  be  aferibed  to  a  more  diftant  caufe  to  a 
juncto,  who  have  all  along  embarraffed  every  part  of  his  Majefty’s 
Service  on  the  Lake  Ontario.  By  their  mifreprefentations,  the 

*  The  French  were  equally  apprehenfive  of  his  advancing  towards  them,  or 
of  cur  attempting  to  rebuild  Ofwego  .  and  ver*  prudently  improving  the 
prefent  advantage,  began  where  General  Webb  left  of,  and  continued  the 
obftrudion  quite  down  to  the  entrance  into  the  Oneida  Lake,  which  ren¬ 
ders  ic  impofitble  to  pafs  thro'  the  Weed  Greek,  40  miles  in  length. 
General  Webb  not  long  after  abandoned  the  Carrying- Place,  after 
burning  down  the  forts,  much  to  the  difTatisfaftion  of  the  Indians. 
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public  has  been  drawn  into  a  dependence  upon  the  Six  Nations,  17  §& 

merely  to  exalt  Sir  William  Johnfon  :  and  that  nothing  might  be  vrv 
wanting  to  procure  a  change  in  the  command  of  the  army,  and 
deftroy  ail  confidence  in  Shirley’s  judgment,  Ofwego  the  great 
obje<a  of  his  attention,  has  been  flighted  as  an  uneffentia!  poft 

and  the  redu&ion  of  St,  Frederic  reprefented  as  a  point  of  far 
fuperior  moment* 

My  Loro,  by  thefe  intrigues  our  country  bleeds  —  Ofwego  is  Unhtpp? 
loft  —loft  perhaps  for  ever,—  with  the  naval  armament— abpve  60 
pieces  of  ordnance,  and  a  rich  fupply  of  (lores  and  pravifions,  laid 
in  at  a  vaft  expence, for  feveral  thoufand  men, during  the  whole  cam-  aJ.ffiT iS 
paign.  —  Would  to  God  this  was  all,  and  we  had  nothing  worfe  portaat 
to  apprehend  !  —  Our  furr  trade,  which  has  long  been  the  princi-  poft. 
pal  objeft  of  the  national  attention,  and  the  fupport  of  our  frontier 
city  of  Albany, is  at  an  end.  The  French  can  now  with  the  utmoft 
facility  fecurethe  inland  country,  and  confine  us  to  the  very  brinks 
of  the  ocean  —  a  free  communication  is  opened  between  Canada 
and  Louifiana  •,  and  all  our  intercourfe  with  the  Indians  totally  re¬ 
funded.  The  enemy,  on  the  other  hand,  may,  without  oppofition 
or  reft  ram  t,  render  thefe  innumerable  tribes  of  favages  their  allies 

j  “ePe'1^ants*  ^he  Six  Nations  are  more  wavering  than  ever  ■> 
and  fliould  they  no  longer  think  it  expedient  to  preferve  their  ncu- 
tra  ity,the  whole  continent  muft  inevitably  become  a  field  of  blood 
Whatever  may  be  thought  of  thefe  colonies,  which  of  late  have  been 
magnified  for  their  numbers  and  opulence,  I  do  afiure  vour  Lord-  The  ccio’ 
ftiip,  that  a  (hort  war.  will  effectually  exhauft  them  Their  ferrle  fjes  nct 
me„tS  are  fca.rered  ,  .heir  fronrier,  eLnfi.e  ,  che  inhabitants  b i  f» Et 
few,  generally  in  very  moderate  circumftances,  and  ftill  luxurious  »gined,- 
and  without  refources.  The  irruption  of  a  few  Indians  into  Penn! 
fyivama  had  already  occafioned  the  lofs  of  feveral  hundred  fouls 
and  the  deflation  of  near  two  thoufand  farms.  The  frontiers  of 
the  neighbouring  colonies  are  equally  defencelefs  :  and  the  power 
of  the  native  favages,  at  prefent  in  the  French  intereft,  is  oMtfelf 

*£%£&£?  incviubk 

a  fenes  of  the  moft  interefting  events,  but  brought  ycur  l  ordfhin 
acquainted  with  the charafter,  and  dcDgns  principal  [grZ'Sl^ 
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1756.  in  our  political  affairs.  If  I  have  erred,  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  not 
in  any  article  of  importance,  nor  purpofely  in  the  minuteft.  —  E- 
very  line  of  this  letter  hath  been  penned  with  the  moft  facred  vene¬ 
ration  for  truth,  and  a  mind  equally  unbiaffed  by  refentment  or 
affedtion.  For  obtaining  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  mat¬ 
ters  rehearfed,  few  in  the  colonies  have  had  fuperior  advantages  : 
nor  in  coiledting  proper  materials, has  any  one  been  more  affiduous. 
Add  to  this,  that  I  had  no  other  intereft  in  the  public  meafures, 
than  the  intereft  of  every  man  on  the  continent.  I  am  unconnefted 
with  all  parties  \  neither  enjoying  any  poft  myfelf,  nor  ftanding  in 
the  leaft  relation  to  a  lingle  officer  in  the  army.  The  love  of  my 
country  was  the  foie  fpring  of  my  curiofity  5  and  fo  far,  indeed,  I 
was  not  an  unconcerned  fpedtator  of  the  publick  tranfaftions.  If 
I  have  made  honourable  mention  of  General  Shirley,  it  was  owing 
to  my  approbation  of  his  fchemes,  as  conducive  to  the  com-; 
mon-weal  of  the  britifh  plantations  :  and  if  my  judgment  was  in 
this  regard  erronious,  I  have  the  pleafure  to  find  myfelf  in  very 
refpedtable  company.  Except  New  York,  or  rather  a  prevailing 
fadfioti  there,all  the  colonies  hold  him  in  very  high  efteem.  Some 
have  made  public  declarations  of  their  fenfe  of  his  great  Kierit  5  and 
that  too,  at  a  time  when  he  appeared  defcending  from  his  meridian* 
of  glory.  But  he  needed  no  other  than  the  teftimonials  of  his  own 
province  ;  for  he,  my  Lord,  whofe  condudt  is  approved  by  the 
people  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay,  muft  be  diftinguifhed  both  for  his 
abilities  and  his  virtue.  They  are  too  numerous  and  wife  to  be 
deceived,  too  free  and  indepent  to  be  driven.  An  undue  influence 
can  never  be  obtained  by  the  governor  of  a  colony, who  has  neither 
power  nor  places  to  beftow.  --*•  Their  afiemblies  are  annual  —  the 
members  eledted  by  ballot, in  number  near  200.  —  The  council,  or 
*  middle  eftate,  chofen  yearly  by  the  affembly  :  —  and  as  all  the  of¬ 
fices  are  elective,  not  a  man  in  the  province  is  dependent  on  the 
fmiles  or  the  frowns  of  the  King’s  repreientative  :  —  and  yet  fo 
wife,  free,  and  loyal  a  people  have  approved  his  judgment  ;  confi¬ 
ded  in  his  integrity  ;  tcftified  in  his  favour  5  and  publickly  lamented 
his  departure  from  the  continent.  I  would  by  no  means,  myLord, 
be  underftood,  by  thefe  favourable  fentiments  of  Shirley,  to  difpa- 
rage  his  noble  Succefior  in  the  command*  He  yet  has  not,  at 
leaft  he  deferves  not  to  have,  a  Angle  enemy  amongft  us  :  and  I 
hope  it  will  fervethe  purpofes  of  no  man  to  be  his  enemy.  I  could 
only  have  wifhed,  that  at  this  critical  juncture,  a  gentleman  fo  tho¬ 
roughly 


{roughly  vcrfid  in1  American  affairs,  had  been  continued  in  America  i  '7 5$* 
for  nis  Lordlhip's  affiftance.  We  have  to  contend  with  a  fubtle 
cnterprifing  foe— a  foe,  rapacious,  martial,  and  bloody,committing 
jpurdtrsi  rather  than  waging  war.  Tho’  the  French  c  lony  con¬ 
tains  perhaps  not  30,000  men  capable  to  bear  arms  1  yet  thefe  are 
all  under  the  defpotic  command  and  foie  diredion  of  their  gover¬ 
nor-general  j  and  experience  teaches  us,  that  in  fpiteof  our  navy, 
they  may  be  annually  reinforced.  The  ftrength  of  our  colonies, 
bn  the  other  hand,  is  divided  •,  and  the  concurrence  of  all  necef- 
faries  both  for  fupplies  of  men  and  money.  Jealous  are  they  of 
each  other— fome  ill-  confticuted— others  fhaken  with  inteftine  di¬ 
visions—  and,  if  I  maybe  allowed  the  expreffion,  parfimonious 
even  to  prodigality.  Our  affemblies  are  diffident  of  their  gover¬ 
nors- — ^governors  defpife  their  affemblies,  and  both  mutually  mil- 
reprefent  each  other  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain.  Military  mea¬ 
sures  demand  fecrecy  and  difpatch  :  but  while  the  colonies  remain 
undivided,  and  nothing  can  be  tranfaded  but  with  their  univerfal 
affent,  ’tis  impoffible  to  maintain  the  one,  or  proceed  with  the 
other.  Without  a  general  conftitution  for  warlike  operations,  we 
can  neither  plan  nor  execute.  We  have  a  common  intereft,  and 
muft  have  a  common  council,  one  bead ,  and  one  purfe.  —  The 
French  fervicc  is  unexpofed  to  thofe  embarrafsments  •,  and  hence 
tbey  proj<  &  without  difeovery,  and  we  fcarce  colled  their  defigns, 
till  we  are  attacked  and  defeated.  Hitherto  they  have  profecuted 
the  war  with  fuperior  advantage  ;  and  yet  the  militia  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay  alone,  undoubtedly  exceeds,  by 
fome  thoufands,  all  the  troops  of  Canada.  Since  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  hoftilities,  his  Majefty  has  loft  above  3000 
loyal  fubjeds  .*  and  as  all  the  Indians  are  at  the  devotion  of  the 
French,  and  Ofwego  is  now  loft,  many  thoufand  farms  before  the 
opening  of  the  next  fpring,  will  probably  be  abandoned  ;  and  the 
interior  fettlements  deluged  with  the  innocent  blood  of  all  ages 
and  fexes.  Indeed,  my  Lord,  *ris  not  beneath  the  moft  elevated 
ftation,  to  indulge  the  benevolent  feelings  of  humanity  ;  nor,  reti¬ 
ring  awhile  from  the  pomp  and  gaiety  that  furrounds  you,  to  ihed 
a  pitying  tear  over  families  inhumanly  bereft  of  their  fubftance, 
or  more  inhumanly  Qaughtered  in  their  beds.  —  It  is  a  celebrated 
faying,  and  does  honour  to  human  nature;  Homo  fum,  et  nihil 

i»  humanum  a  me  alienum  puto. 

-  N  .What' 
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Jomes  are  nearly  exhaufted,  and  their  fund.  I  unlv«le.  The 

expenfiye  unexecuted  projed,;  and  whether  *hevtJil? i?5/,*aJ*c  y 
their  efforts,  or  refign  to  a  liftlefs  defpair  is  unJLT  C10R  ‘ue 
worft  —  and  yet  you  know,  mv  Lord  1 1  Certt'°*  1  *■«“  the 
caff.  There  is  too  much  realon  for  genera|mconc«f  *  m<rja"choly 
tureto  predtd,  what  every  judicious  oerfnn  /  ?  a?d  1  ven’ 
fome  fuccefsful  blow  is  ft  ruck-  and  LS  i  tW’  tbat  unief* 
of  France,  Britain  muft  inevitably  J0fc  her  Doff/?**  P°weg 
An  event  my  Lord,  of  the  moft  tWndoiK™?!?“  '*  America* 
to  you  -to  the  Protcftant  religion- the  peace  t0  US*" 

"  Hn,dT*°  the  Peacek  and  haPP*«^  of  all  mankind?^  'r°PC***  yC* 
Hitherto  we  have  waited  our  ftrenprh  in 

when  the  axe  fhould  have  been  laid  to  the  root  nffh"8  offb^nch«» 
tny  Lord,  Canada  muft  bedc^^!S^^£,°^' 
or  we  are  undone.  Stfc ngth  fuffid  haVeU"c"da  ^a'thago  *~ 
fi(tance,for  a  decifive  ftruaolf  •  hi.. ,  r  •  We  lert»w,th  proper  af- 

MSWr  «*mS dSlf 4a„«E? 

be  annually,  throwing  over  frrfl,  *?*  •  cver  Can»  and  will 

our  ruin  is  compleated,  what  will  be  the  ftate  of^hefe  n" 

upon  the  next  rupture  between  the  two  crowns 

country  .s  filled  with  our  enemies  ?  -  As  vou  .hJ^  ^  ‘n,an<J 
noble  Lord,  the  caufe  of  liberty  ;  the  elorv  of  Jhr  R  v nf  my 
^he  hoqour  and  dignity  of  the  btft  of  °  ®r,tl^  name  * 

f  **  «*■*»  &  6,4  cam4 

(eecfj  you,  exert  your  influence,  to  extirpate  this  hrnArl  (  r  ^ 
Ravages  from  the  face  of  the  continent.  ?  I„  a  fcheme^H 
and  in  no  other,  will  the  provinces  heartily  unite  -  and  f?  d^lfive» 
certed,  and  our  unfortified  fea-enair.  a,  ,l  c*  ’  .  "  We^  con~ 

proteaed  ; it  will doubtlefs  fncceed-.  humbleThe  dHH 
—  and  clofe  the  preftntwar  with  alaftingand  honourable^!** 

Hew  York.  fiept,  to  f 

17  S6.  With  the  propounded  refpe&, 

£°“£  Lordlhip*s  moft  obliged 

obedient  ferv«it| 
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